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fully in any new Federal building, facility, or in-
stallation which is located in a geothermal re-
source area as designated by the Secretary. 

(Pub. L. 96–294, title VI, § 642, June 30, 1980, 94 
Stat. 769.) 

§ 1542. Regulations 

All regulations made with respect to this sub-
chapter shall be promulgated no later than six 
months after June 30, 1980. 

(Pub. L. 96–294, title VI, § 644, June 30, 1980, 94 
Stat. 770.) 

REFERENCES IN TEXT 

This subchapter, referred to in text, was in the origi-
nal ‘‘this subtitle’’, meaning subtitle D of title VI of 
Pub. L. 96–294, June 30, 1980, 94 Stat. 768, which enacted 
this subchapter and sections 1146 and 1147 of this title 
and amended sections 1141 and 1143 of this title and sec-
tions 796, 824a–3, 824i, and 824j of Title 16, Conservation. 

CHAPTER 28—MATERIALS AND MINERALS 
POLICY, RESEARCH, AND DEVELOPMENT 

Sec. 

1601. Congressional statement of findings; ‘‘mate-
rials’’ defined. 
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1603. Implementation of policies. 
1604. Program administration. 
1605. Applicability to other statutory national 

mining and minerals policies. 

§ 1601. Congressional statement of findings; ‘‘ma-
terials’’ defined 

(a) The Congress finds that— 
(1) the availability of materials is essential 

for national security, economic well-being, 
and industrial production; 

(2) the availability of materials is affected 
by the stability of foreign sources of essential 
industrial materials, instability of materials 
markets, international competition and de-
mand for materials, the need for energy and 
materials conservation, and the enhancement 
of environmental quality; 

(3) extraction, production, processing, use, 
recycling, and disposal of materials are closely 
linked with national concerns for energy and 
the environment; 

(4) the United States is strongly inter-
dependent with other nations through inter-
national trade in materials and other prod-
ucts; 

(5) technological innovation and research 
and development are important factors which 
contribute to the availability and use of mate-
rials; 

(6) the United States lacks a coherent na-
tional materials policy and a coordinated pro-
gram to assure the availability of materials 
critical for national economic well-being, na-
tional defense, and industrial production, in-
cluding interstate commerce and foreign 
trade; and 

(7) notwithstanding the enactment of sec-
tion 21a of this title, the United States does 
not have a coherent national materials and 
minerals policy. 

(b) As used in this chapter, the term ‘‘mate-
rials’’ means substances, including minerals, of 

current or potential use that will be needed to 
supply the industrial, military, and essential ci-
vilian needs of the United States in the produc-
tion of goods or services, including those which 
are primarily imported or for which there is a 
prospect of shortages or uncertain supply, or 
which present opportunities in terms of new 
physical properties, use, recycling, disposal or 
substitution, with the exclusion of food and of 
energy fuels used as such. 

(Pub. L. 96–479, § 2, Oct. 21, 1980, 94 Stat. 2305.) 

SHORT TITLE 

Pub. L. 96–479, § 1, Oct. 21, 1980, 94 Stat. 2305, provided: 
‘‘That this Act [enacting this chapter] may be cited as 
the ‘National Materials and Minerals Policy, Research 
and Development Act of 1980’.’’ 

EX. ORD. NO. 13817. A FEDERAL STRATEGY TO ENSURE 
SECURE AND RELIABLE SUPPLIES OF CRITICAL MINERALS 

Ex. Ord. No. 13817, Dec. 20, 2017, 82 F.R. 60835, pro-
vided: 

By the authority vested in me as President by the 
Constitution and the laws of the United States of 
America, it is hereby ordered as follows: 

SECTION 1. Findings. The United States is heavily reli-
ant on imports of certain mineral commodities that are 
vital to the Nation’s security and economic prosperity. 
This dependency of the United States on foreign 
sources creates a strategic vulnerability for both its 
economy and military to adverse foreign government 
action, natural disaster, and other events that can dis-
rupt supply of these key minerals. Despite the presence 
of significant deposits of some of these minerals across 
the United States, our miners and producers are cur-
rently limited by a lack of comprehensive, machine- 
readable data concerning topographical, geological, and 
geophysical surveys; permitting delays; and the poten-
tial for protracted litigation regarding permits that are 
issued. An increase in private-sector domestic explo-
ration, production, recycling, and reprocessing of criti-
cal minerals, and support for efforts to identify more 
commonly available technological alternatives to these 
minerals, will reduce our dependence on imports, pre-
serve our leadership in technological innovation, sup-
port job creation, improve our national security and 
balance of trade, and enhance the technological superi-
ority and readiness of our Armed Forces, which are 
among the Nation’s most significant consumers of crit-
ical minerals. 

SEC. 2. Definition. (a) A ‘‘critical mineral’’ is a min-
eral identified by the Secretary of the Interior pursu-
ant to subsection (b) of this section to be (i) a non-fuel 
mineral or mineral material essential to the economic 
and national security of the United States, (ii) the sup-
ply chain of which is vulnerable to disruption, and (iii) 
that serves an essential function in the manufacturing 
of a product, the absence of which would have signifi-
cant consequences for our economy or our national se-
curity. 

(b) The Secretary of the Interior, in coordination 
with the Secretary of Defense and in consultation with 
the heads of other relevant executive departments and 
agencies (agencies), shall publish a list of critical min-
erals in the Federal Register not later than 60 days after 
the date of this order, and disseminate such list to the 
appropriate agencies. 

SEC. 3. Policy. It shall be the policy of the Federal 
Government to reduce the Nation’s vulnerability to 
disruptions in the supply of critical minerals, which 
constitutes a strategic vulnerability for the security 
and prosperity of the United States. The United States 
will further this policy for the benefit of the American 
people and in a safe and environmentally responsible 
manner, by: 

(a) identifying new sources of critical minerals; 
(b) increasing activity at all levels of the supply 

chain, including exploration, mining, concentration, 
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