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1976, 90 Stat. 380; Pub. L. 95-115, §6(d)(1), Oct. 3, 1977, 91
Stat. 1058, which provided that (a) except as provided
by subsections (b) and (¢) (formerly set out as an Effec-
tive Date of 1977 Amendment note above), the foregoing
provisions of such Act (enacting subchapters I and II of
this chapter and amending section 5108 of Title 5, Gov-
ernment Organization and Employees) were to take ef-
fect on Sept. 7, 1974, and that (b) section 5614(b)(5) and
5614(b)(6) of this title was to become effective at the
close of the thirty-first day of the twelfth calendar
month of 1974 and section 5614(l) of this title was to be-
come effective at the close of the thirtieth day of the
eleventh month of 1976, was repealed by Pub. L. 100-690,
title VII, §7266(2), Nov. 18, 1988, 102 Stat. 4449.

§11102. Purposes

The purposes of this subchapter and sub-
chapter IT are—

(1) to support State, tribal, and local pro-
grams that prevent juvenile involvement in
delinquent behavior;

(2) to assist State, tribal, and local govern-
ments in promoting public safety by encourag-
ing accountability for acts of juvenile delin-
quency;

(3) to assist State, tribal, and local govern-
ments in addressing juvenile crime through
the provision of technical assistance, research,
training, evaluation, and the dissemination of
current and relevant information on effective
and evidence-based programs and practices for
combating juvenile delinquency; and

(4) to support a continuum of evidence-based
or promising programs (including delinquency
prevention, intervention, mental health, be-
havioral health and substance abuse treat-
ment, family services, and services for chil-
dren exposed to violence) that are trauma in-
formed, reflect the science of adolescent devel-
opment, and are designed to meet the needs of
at-risk youth and youth who come into con-
tact with the justice system.

(Pub. L. 93-415, title I, §102, Sept. 7, 1974, 88 Stat.
1110; Pub. L. 96-509, §4, Dec. 8, 1980, 94 Stat. 2750;
Pub. L. 98473, title II, §612, Oct. 12, 1984, 98 Stat.
2108; Pub. L. 102-586, §1(b), Nov. 4, 1992, 106 Stat.
4982; Pub. L. 107-273, div. C, title II, §12203, Nov.
2, 2002, 116 Stat. 1871; Pub. L. 115-385, title I,
§101, Dec. 21, 2018, 132 Stat. 5124.)

CODIFICATION

Section was formerly classified to section 5602 of
Title 42, The Public Health and Welfare, prior to edi-
torial reclassification and renumbering as this section.
Some section numbers or references in amendment
notes below reflect the classification of such sections
or references prior to editorial reclassification.

AMENDMENTS

2018—Par. (1). Pub. L. 115-385,
¢, tribal,” after ‘‘State’’.

Par. (2). Pub. L. 115-385, §101(2), inserted ‘‘, tribal,”
after ‘‘State’ and struck out ““‘and” at end.

Par. (3). Pub. L. 115-385, §101(3), amended par. (3) gen-
erally. Prior to amendment, par. (3) read as follows: ‘‘to
assist State and local governments in addressing juve-
nile crime through the provision of technical assist-
ance, research, training, evaluation, and the dissemina-
tion of information on effective programs for combat-
ing juvenile delinquency.”’

Par. (4). Pub. L. 115-385, §101(4), added par. (4).

2002—Pub. L. 107-273 amended heading and text gener-
ally. Prior to text, section read as follows:

‘“(a) It is the purpose of this chapter—

§101(1), inserted
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‘(1) to provide for the thorough and ongoing eval-
uation of all federally assisted juvenile justice and
delinquency prevention programs;

“(2) to provide technical assistance to public and
private nonprofit juvenile justice and delinquency
prevention programs;

““(3) to establish training programs for persons, in-
cluding professionals, paraprofessionals, and volun-
teers, who work with delinquents or potential delin-
quents or whose work or activities relate to juvenile
delinquency programs;

‘“(4) to establish a centralized research effort on the
problems of juvenile delinquency, including the dis-
semination of the findings of such research and all
data related to juvenile delinquency;

‘“(5) to develop and encourage the implementation
of national standards for the administration of juve-
nile justice, including recommendations for adminis-
trative, budgetary, and legislative action at the Fed-
eral, State, and local level to facilitate the adoption
of such standards;

“(6) to assist States and local communities with re-
sources to develop and implement programs to keep
students in elementary and secondary schools and to
prevent unwarranted and arbitrary suspensions and
expulsions;

‘“(7) to establish a Federal assistance program to
deal with the problems of runaway and homeless
youth;

‘“(8) to strengthen families in which juvenile delin-
quency has been a problem;

“(9) to assist State and local governments in re-
moving juveniles from jails and lockups for adults;

“(10) to assist State and local governments in im-
proving the administration of justice and services for
juveniles who enter the system; and

“(11) to assist States and local communities to pre-
vent youth from entering the justice system to begin
with.

‘“(b) It is therefore the further declared policy of Con-
gress to provide the necessary resources, leadership,
and coordination (1) to develop and implement effective
methods of preventing and reducing juvenile delin-
quency, including methods with a special focus on pre-
serving and strengthening families so that juveniles
may be retained in their homes; (2) to develop and con-
duct effective programs to prevent delinquency, to di-
vert juveniles from the traditional juvenile justice sys-
tem and to provide critically needed alternatives to in-
stitutionalization; (3) to improve the quality of juve-
nile justice in the United States; (4) to increase the ca-
pacity of State and local governments and public and
private agencies to conduct effective juvenile justice
and delinquency prevention and rehabilitation pro-
grams and to provide research, evaluation, and training
services in the field of juvenile delinquency prevention;
(5) to encourage parental involvement in treatment and
alternative disposition programs; and (6) to provide for
coordination of services between State, local, and com-
munity-based agencies and to promote interagency co-
operation in providing such services.”

1992—Subsec. (a)(1). Pub. L. 102-586, §1(b)(1)(A), sub-
stituted ‘‘justice and delinquency prevention’ for ‘‘de-
linquency’’.

Subsec. (a)(2). Pub. L. 102-586, §1(b)(1)(B), substituted
‘“‘nonprofit juvenile justice and delinquency prevention
programs’ for ‘‘agencies, institutions, and individuals
in developing and implementing juvenile delinquency
programs’’.

Subsec. (a)(8), (9). Pub. L. 102-586, §1(b)(1)(C)—(E),
added par. (8) and redesignated former par. (8) as (9).

Subsec. (a)(10), (11). Pub. L. 102-586, §1(b)(1)(F), (G),
added pars. (10) and (11).

Subsec. (b)(1). Pub. L. 102-586, § 1(b)(2)(A), substituted
“‘preserving and strengthening families’ for ‘“‘maintain-
ing and strengthening the family unit”.

Subsec. (b)(6), (6). Pub. L. 102-586, §1(b)(2)(B), (C),
added cls. (5) and (6).

1984—Subsec. (a)(1). Pub. L. 98-473, §612(1), substituted
‘‘ongoing”’ for ‘‘prompt’’.
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Subsec. (a)(4). Pub. L. 98-473, §612(2), substituted ‘‘the
dissemination of”’ for ‘“‘an information clearinghouse to
disseminate”’.

Subsec. (a)(7). Pub. L. 98-473, §612(3), inserted ‘‘and
homeless”.

1980—Subsec. (a)(8). Pub. L. 96-509, §4(a), added par.
(8.

Subsec. (b)(1). Pub. L. 96-509, §4(b), inserted reference
to methods with a special focus on maintaining and
strengthening the family unit so that juveniles may be
retained in their homes.

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 2018 AMENDMENT

Pub. L. 115-385, §3, Dec. 21, 2018, 132 Stat. 5123, pro-
vided that: ‘“‘The amendments made by this Act [see
Short Title of 2018 Amendment note set out under sec-
tion 10101 of this title] shall not apply with respect to
funds appropriated for any fiscal year that begins be-
fore the date of the enactment of this Act [Dec. 21,
2018].”

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 2002 AMENDMENT

Amendment by Pub. L. 107-273 effective on the first
day of the first fiscal year that begins after Nov. 2, 2002,
and applicable only with respect to fiscal years begin-
ning on or after the first day of the first fiscal year
that begins after Nov. 2, 2002, see section 12223 of Pub.
L. 107-273, set out as a note under section 11101 of this
title.

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 1984 AMENDMENT

Amendment by Pub. L. 98-473 effective Oct. 12, 1984,
see section 670(a) of Pub. L. 98473, set out as a note
under section 11101 of this title.

§11103. Definitions

For purposes of this chapter—

(1) the term ‘‘community based’” facility,
program, or service means a small, open group
home or other suitable place located near the
juvenile’s home or family and programs of
community supervision and service which
maintain community and consumer participa-
tion in the planning operation, and evaluation
of their programs which may include, but are
not limited to, medical, educational, voca-
tional, social, and psychological guidance,
training, special education, counseling, alco-
holism treatment, drug treatment, and other
rehabilitative services;

(2) the term ‘‘Federal juvenile delinquency
program’ means any juvenile delinquency pro-
gram which is conducted, directly, or indi-
rectly, or is assisted by any Federal depart-
ment or agency, including any program funded
under this chapter;

(3) the term ‘‘juvenile delinquency program”’
means any program or activity related to ju-
venile delinquency prevention, control, diver-
sion, treatment, rehabilitation, planning, edu-
cation, training, and research, including drug
and alcohol abuse programs; the improvement
of the juvenile justice system; and any pro-
gram or activity designed to reduce known
risk factors for juvenile delinquent behavior,
provides! activities that build on protective
factors for, and develop competencies in, juve-
niles to prevent, and reduce the rate of, delin-
quent juvenile behavior;

(4)(A) the term ‘“‘Bureau of Justice Assist-
ance’’ means the bureau established by section
10141 of this title;
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(B) the term ‘‘Office of Justice Programs”
means the office established by section 10101 of
this title;

(C) the term ‘‘National Institute of Justice”
means the institute established by section
10122(a) of this title; and

(D) the term ‘““‘Bureau of Justice Statistics”
means the bureau established by section
10132(a) of this title;

(5) the term ‘‘Administrator’” means the
agency head designated by section 11111(b) of
this title;

(6) the term ‘‘law enforcement and criminal
justice’ means any activity pertaining to
crime prevention, control, or reduction or the
enforcement of the criminal law, including,
but not limited to police efforts to prevent,
control, or reduce crime or to apprehend
criminals, activities of courts having criminal
jurisdiction and related agencies (including
prosecutorial and defender services), activities
of corrections, probation, or parole authori-
ties, and programs relating to the prevention,
control, or reduction of juvenile delinquency
or narcotic addiction;

(7) the term ‘‘State’ means any State of the
United States, the District of Columbia, the
Commonwealth of Puerto Rico, the Virgin Is-
lands, Guam, American Samoa, and the Com-
monwealth of the Northern Mariana Islands;

(8) the term ‘‘unit of local government”
means—

(A) any city, county, township, town, bor-
ough, parish, village, or other general pur-
pose political subdivision of a State;

(B) any law enforcement district or judi-
cial enforcement district that—

(i) is established under applicable State
law; and

(ii) has the authority to, in a manner
independent of other State entities, estab-
lish a budget and raise revenues; or

(C) for the purposes of assistance eligi-
bility, any agency of the government of the
District of Columbia or the Federal Govern-
ment that performs law enforcement func-
tions in and for—

(i) the District of Columbia; or
(ii) any Trust Territory of the United
States;

(9) the term ‘‘combination’ as applied to
States or units of local government means any
grouping or joining together of such States or
units for the purpose of preparing, developing,
or implementing a juvenile justice and delin-
quency prevention plan;

(10) the term ‘‘construction” means acquisi-
tion, expansion, remodeling, and alteration of
existing buildings, and initial equipment of
any such buildings, or any combination of
such activities (including architects’ fees but
not the cost of acquisition of land for build-
ings);

(11) the term ‘‘public agency’” means any
State, unit of local government, combination
of such States or units, or any department,
agency, or instrumentality of any of the fore-
going;

(12) the term ‘‘secure detention facility”
means any public or private residential facil-
ity which—
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