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(12) Congress and the Secretary of Housing
and Urban Development have recognized in re-
cent years that families experiencing domestic
violence have unique needs that should be ad-
dressed by those administering the Federal
housing programs.

(Pub. L. 103-322, title IV, §41401, as added Pub. L.
109-162, title VI, §601, Jan. 5, 2006, 119 Stat. 3030.)

CODIFICATION

Section was formerly classified to section 14043e of
Title 42, The Public Health and Welfare, prior to edi-
torial reclassification and renumbering as this section.

§ 12472, Purpose

The purpose of this subpart is to reduce do-
mestic violence, dating violence, sexual assault,
and stalking, and to prevent homelessness by—

(1) protecting the safety of victims of domes-
tic violence, dating violence, sexual assault,
and stalking who reside in homeless shelters,
public housing, assisted housing, tribally des-
ignated housing, or other emergency, transi-
tional, permanent, or affordable housing, and
ensuring that such victims have meaningful
access to the criminal justice system without
jeopardizing such housing;

(2) creating long-term housing solutions
that develop communities and provide sustain-
able living solutions for victims of domestic
violence, dating violence, sexual assault, and
stalking;

(3) building collaborations among victim
service providers, homeless service providers,
housing providers, and housing agencies to
provide appropriate services, interventions,
and training to address the housing needs of
victims of domestic violence, dating violence,
sexual assault, and stalking; and

(4) enabling public and assisted housing
agencies, tribally designated housing entities,
private landlords, property management com-
panies, and other housing providers and agen-
cies to respond appropriately to domestic vio-
lence, dating violence, sexual assault, and
stalking, while maintaining a safe environ-
ment for all housing residents.

(Pub. L. 103-322, title IV, §41402, as added Pub. L.
109-162, title VI, §601, Jan. 5, 2006, 119 Stat. 3031;
amended Pub. L. 113-4, title VI, §601(a)(2), Mar.
7, 2013, 127 Stat. 102.)

CODIFICATION

Section was formerly classified to section 14043e-1 of
Title 42, The Public Health and Welfare, prior to edi-
torial reclassification and renumbering as this section.

AMENDMENTS

2013—Pub. L. 113-4 substituted ‘‘subpart’ for ‘‘part’’
in introductory provisions.

§ 12473. Definitions

For purposes of this subpart—
(1) the term ‘‘assisted housing’’ means hous-
ing assisted—
(A) under sections?! 1715e, 1715k, 17151(d)(3),
17151(d)(4), 1715n(e), 1715v, or 1715z-1 of title
12;
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(B) under section 1701s of title 12;

(C) under section 1701q of title 12;

(D) under section 811 of the Cranston-
Gonzales?2 National Affordable Housing Act
(42 U.S.C. 8013);

(E) under title II of the Cranston-
Gonzales2 National Affordable Housing Act
[42 U.S.C. 12721 et seq.];

(F) under subtitle D of title VIII of the
Cranston-Gonzalez National Affordable
Housing Act (42 U.S.C. 12901 et seq.);

(G) under title I of the Housing and Com-
munity Development Act of 1974 (42 U.S.C.
5301 et seq.); or

(H) under section 1437f of title 42;

(2) the term ‘‘continuum of care’” means a
community plan developed to organize and de-
liver housing and services to meet the specific
needs of people who are homeless as they move
to stable housing and achieve maximum self-
sufficiency;

(3) the term ‘“‘low-income housing assistance
voucher’” means housing assistance described
in section 1437f of title 42;

(4) the term ‘‘public housing’ means housing
described in section 1437a(b)(1) of title 42;

(5) the term ‘‘public housing agency’’ means
an agency described in section 1437a(b)(6) of
title 42;

(6) the terms ‘“homeless’, ‘“homeless individ-
ual”’, and ‘‘homeless person’—

(A) mean an individual who lacks a fixed,
regular, and adequate nighttime residence;
and

(B) includes—

(i) an individual who—

(D) is sharing the housing of other per-
sons due to loss of housing, economic
hardship, or a similar reason;

(IT) is living in a motel, hotel, trailer
park, or campground due to the lack of
alternative adequate accommodations;

(ITI) is living in an emergency or tran-
sitional shelter;

(IV) is abandoned in a hospital; or

(V) is awaiting foster care placement;

(ii) an individual who has a primary
nighttime residence that is a public or pri-
vate place not designed for or ordinarily
used as a regular sleeping accommodation
for human beings; or

(iii) migratory children (as defined in
section 6399 of title 20) who qualify as
homeless under this section because the
children are living in circumstances de-
scribed in this paragraph;

(7) the term ‘‘homeless service provider”
means a nonprofit, nongovernmental homeless
service provider, such as a homeless shelter, a
homeless service or advocacy program, a trib-
al organization serving homeless individuals,
or coalition or other nonprofit, nongovern-
mental organization carrying out a commu-
nity-based homeless or housing program that
has a documented history of effective work
concerning homelessness;

(8) the term ‘‘tribally designated housing”’
means housing assistance described in the Na-
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