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1 So in original. Probably should be ‘‘Adoption Assistance’’. 

DISSEMINATION OF INFORMATION 

Pub. L. 106–386, div. B, title III, § 1302(d), Oct. 28, 2000, 

114 Stat. 1511, provided that: ‘‘The Attorney General 

shall— 
‘‘(1) annually compile and disseminate information 

(including through electronic publication) about the 

use of amounts expended and the projects funded 

under section 218(a) [now 219(a)] of the Victims of 

Child Abuse Act of 1990 (42 U.S.C. 13014(a)) [now 34 

U.S.C. 20324(a)], section 224(a) of the Victims of Child 

Abuse Act of 1990 (42 U.S.C. 13024(a)) [now 34 U.S.C. 

20334(a)], and section 1007(a)(7) [1001(a)(7)] of title I of 

the Omnibus Crime Control and Safe Streets Act of 

1968 (42 U.S.C. 3793(a)(7)) [now 34 U.S.C. 10261(a)(7)], 

including any evaluations of the projects and infor-

mation to enable replication and adoption of the 

strategies identified in the projects; and 
‘‘(2) focus dissemination of the information de-

scribed in paragraph (1) toward community-based 

programs, including domestic violence and sexual as-

sault programs.’’ 
[For definitions of terms used in section 1302(d)(2) of 

Pub. L. 106–386, set out above, see section 1002 of Pub. 

L. 106–386, set out as a note under section 10447 of this 

title.] 

SUBCHAPTER III—CHILD ABUSE TRAINING 
PROGRAMS FOR JUDICIAL PERSONNEL 
AND PRACTITIONERS 

§ 20331. Findings and purpose 

(a) Findings 

The Congress finds that— 
(1) a large number of juvenile and family 

courts are inundated with increasing numbers 
of cases due to increased reports of abuse and 
neglect, increasing drug-related maltreat-
ment, and insufficient court resources; 

(2) the amendments made to the Social Se-
curity Act [42 U.S.C. 301 et seq.] by the Adop-
tion Assistance and Child Welfare Act of 1980 
make substantial demands on the courts han-
dling abuse and neglect cases, but provide no 
assistance to the courts to meet those de-
mands; 

(3) the Adoption 1 and Child Welfare Act of 
1980 requires courts to— 

(A) determine whether the agency made 
reasonable efforts to prevent foster care 
placement; 

(B) approve voluntary nonjudicial place-
ment; and 

(C) provide procedural safeguards for par-
ents when their parent-child relationship is 
affected; 

(4) social welfare agencies press the courts 
to meet such requirements, yet scarce re-
sources often dictate that courts comply pro 
forma without undertaking the meaningful ju-
dicial inquiry contemplated by Congress in the 
Adoption 1 and Child Welfare Act of 1980; 

(5) compliance with the Adoption 1 and Child 
Welfare Act of 1980 and overall improvements 
in the judicial response to abuse and neglect 
cases can best come about through action by 
top level court administrators and judges with 
administrative functions who understand the 
unique aspects of decisions required in child 
abuse and neglect cases; and 

(6) the Adoption 1 and Child Welfare Act of 
1980 provides financial incentives to train wel-

fare agency staff to meet the requirements, 
but provides no resources to train judges. 

(b) Purpose 

The purpose of this subchapter is to provide 
expanded technical assistance and training to 
judicial personnel and attorneys, particularly 
personnel and practitioners in juvenile and fam-
ily courts, to improve the judicial system’s han-
dling of child abuse and neglect cases with spe-
cific emphasis on the role of the courts in ad-
dressing reasonable efforts that can safely avoid 
unnecessary and unnecessarily prolonged foster 
care placement. 

(Pub. L. 101–647, title II, § 221, Nov. 29, 1990, 104 
Stat. 4796; Pub. L. 103–322, title IV, § 40156(b)(2), 
Sept. 13, 1994, 108 Stat. 1923.) 

REFERENCES IN TEXT 

The Social Security Act, referred to in subsec. (a)(2), 

is act Aug. 14, 1935, ch. 531, 49 Stat. 620, which is classi-

fied generally to chapter 7 (§ 301 et seq.) of Title 42, The 

Public Health and Welfare. For complete classification 

of this Act to the Code, see section 1305 of Title 42 and 

Tables. 
The Adoption Assistance and Child Welfare Act of 

1980, referred to in subsec. (a), is Pub. L. 96–272, June 17, 

1980, 94 Stat. 500. For complete classification of this 

Act to the Code, see Short Title of 1980 Amendments 

note set out under section 1305 of Title 42, The Public 

Health and Welfare, and Tables. 

CODIFICATION 

Section was formerly classified to section 13021 of 

Title 42, The Public Health and Welfare, prior to edi-

torial reclassification and renumbering as this section. 

AMENDMENTS 

1994—Subsec. (b). Pub. L. 103–322 made technical 

amendment to reference to this subchapter to correct 

reference to corresponding provision of original act. 

§ 20332. Grants for juvenile and family court per-
sonnel 

In order to improve the judicial system’s han-
dling of child abuse and neglect cases, the Ad-
ministrator of the Office of Juvenile Justice and 
Delinquency Prevention shall make grants for 
the purpose of providing— 

(1) technical assistance and training to judi-
cial personnel and attorneys, particularly per-
sonnel and practitioners in juvenile and fam-
ily courts; and 

(2) administrative reform in juvenile and 
family courts. 

(Pub. L. 101–647, title II, § 222, Nov. 29, 1990, 104 
Stat. 4797.) 

CODIFICATION 

Section was formerly classified to section 13022 of 

Title 42, The Public Health and Welfare, prior to edi-

torial reclassification and renumbering as this section. 

§ 20333. Specialized technical assistance and 
training programs 

(a) Grants to develop model programs 

(1) The Administrator shall make grants to 
national organizations to develop 1 or more 
model technical assistance and training pro-
grams to improve the judicial system’s handling 
of child abuse and neglect cases. 

(2) An organization to which a grant is made 
pursuant to paragraph (1) shall be one that has 
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