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1 See References in Text note below. 

(b) Contents 

Each such application shall include assurances 
that the State shall, to the greatest extent pos-
sible— 

(1) report to the National Crime Information 
Center and when possible, to law enforcement 
authorities throughout the State regarding 
every deceased unidentified person, regardless 
of age, found in the State’s jurisdiction; 

(2) enter a complete profile of such unidenti-
fied person in compliance with the guidelines 
established by the Department of Justice for 
the National Crime Information Center Miss-
ing and Unidentified Persons File, including 
dental records, DNA records, x-rays, and fin-
gerprints, if available; 

(3) enter the National Crime Information 
Center number or other appropriate number 
assigned to the unidentified person on the 
death certificate of each such unidentified per-
son; and 

(4) retain all such records pertaining to un-
identified persons until a person is identified. 

(Pub. L. 106–177, title II, § 203, Mar. 10, 2000, 114 
Stat. 36.) 

CODIFICATION 

Section was formerly classified to section 14662 of 

Title 42, The Public Health and Welfare, prior to edi-

torial reclassification and renumbering as this section. 

§ 40503. Uses of funds 

A State that receives a grant award under this 
chapter may use such funds received to establish 
or expand programs developed to improve the re-
porting of unidentified persons in accordance 
with the assurances provided in the application 
submitted pursuant to section 40502(b) of this 
title. 

(Pub. L. 106–177, title II, § 204, Mar. 10, 2000, 114 
Stat. 36.) 

CODIFICATION 

Section was formerly classified to section 14663 of 

Title 42, The Public Health and Welfare, prior to edi-

torial reclassification and renumbering as this section. 

§ 40504. Grants for the assistance of organiza-
tions to find missing adults 

(a) In general 

The Attorney General may make grants to 
public agencies or nonprofit private organiza-
tions, or combinations thereof, for programs— 

(1) to assist law enforcement and families in 
locating missing adults; 

(2) to maintain a national, interconnected 
database for the purpose of tracking missing 
adults who are determined by law enforcement 
to be endangered due to age, diminished men-
tal capacity, or the circumstances of dis-
appearance, when foul play is suspected or cir-
cumstances are unknown; 

(3) to maintain statistical information of 
adults reported as missing; 

(4) to provide informational resources and 
referrals to families of missing adults; 

(5) to assist in public notification and victim 
advocacy related to missing adults; and 

(6) to establish and maintain a national 
clearinghouse for missing adults. 

(b) Regulations 

The Attorney General may make such rules 
and regulations as may be necessary to carry 
out this title.1 

(Pub. L. 106–468, title I, § 101, formerly § 2, Nov. 9, 
2000, 114 Stat. 2027; renumbered title I, § 101, and 
amended Pub. L. 115–401, § 2(1)–(3), Dec. 31, 2018, 
132 Stat. 5336.) 

REFERENCES IN TEXT 

This title, referred to in subsec. (b), is title I of Pub. 

L. 106–468, Nov. 9, 2000, 114 Stat. 2027, which enacted this 

section and provisions set out as a note under this sec-

tion. For complete classification of title I to the Code, 

see Tables. 

CODIFICATION 

Section was enacted as part of Kristen’s Act, and not 

as part of Jennifer’s Law which comprises this chapter. 

Section was formerly classified to section 14665 of 

Title 42, The Public Health and Welfare, prior to edi-

torial reclassification and renumbering as this section. 

AMENDMENTS 

2018—Subsec. (b). Pub. L. 115–401 substituted ‘‘this 

title’’ for ‘‘this Act’’. 

AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS 

Pub. L. 106–468, title I, § 102, formerly § 3, Nov. 9, 2000, 

114 Stat. 2028, renumbered title I, § 102, and amended by 

Pub. L. 115–401, § 2(1), (2), (4), Dec. 31, 2018, 132 Stat. 5336, 

provided that: ‘‘There are authorized to be appropriated 

to carry out this title [enacting this section] $1,000,000 

each year for fiscal years 2001 through 2004.’’ 
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1 So in original. Probably should be followed by a comma. 

SUBCHAPTER I—COLLECTION AND 
ANALYSIS OF SAMPLES 

§ 40701. The Debbie Smith DNA Backlog Grant 
Program 

(a) Authorization of grants 

The Attorney General may make grants to eli-
gible States or units of local government for use 
by the State or unit of local government for the 
following purposes: 

(1) To carry out, for inclusion in the Com-
bined DNA Index System of the Federal Bu-
reau of Investigation, DNA analyses of sam-
ples collected under applicable legal author-
ity. 

(2) To carry out, for inclusion in such Com-
bined DNA Index System, DNA analyses of 
samples from crime scenes, prioritizing, to the 
extent practicable consistent with public safe-
ty considerations 1 samples from rape kits, 
samples from other sexual assault evidence, 
and samples taken in cases without an identi-
fied suspect. 

(3) To increase the capacity of laboratories 
owned by the State or by units of local govern-
ment to carry out DNA analyses of samples 
specified in paragraph (1) or (2). 

(4) To collect DNA samples specified in para-
graph (1). 

(5) To ensure that DNA testing and analysis 
of samples from crimes, including sexual as-
sault and other serious violent crimes, are car-
ried out in a timely manner. 

(6) To implement a DNA arrestee collection 
process consistent with subchapter III of this 
chapter. 

(7) To conduct an audit consistent with sub-
section (n) of the samples of sexual assault 
evidence that are in the possession of the 
State or unit of local government and are 
awaiting testing. 

(8) To ensure that the collection and proc-
essing of DNA evidence by law enforcement 
agencies from crimes, in particular, sexual as-
sault and other violent crimes against per-
sons, is carried out in an appropriate and 
timely manner and in accordance with the 
protocols and practices developed under sub-
section (o)(1). 

(9) To increase the capacity of State and 
local prosecution offices to address the back-
log of violent crime cases in which suspects 
have been identified through DNA evidence. 

(b) Eligibility 

For a State or unit of local government to be 
eligible to receive a grant under this section, 
the chief executive officer of the State or unit of 
local government shall submit to the Attorney 
General an application in such form and con-
taining such information as the Attorney Gen-
eral may require. The application shall, as re-
quired by the Attorney General— 

(1) provide assurances that the State or unit 
of local government has implemented, or will 
implement not later than 120 days after the 
date of such application, a comprehensive plan 
for the expeditious DNA analysis of samples in 
accordance with this section; 

(2) include a certification that each DNA 
analysis carried out under the plan shall be 
maintained pursuant to the privacy require-
ments described in section 12592(b)(3) of this 
title; 

(3) include a certification that the State or 
unit of local government has determined, by 
statute, rule, or regulation, those offenses 
under State law that shall be treated for pur-
poses of this section as qualifying State of-
fenses; 

(4) specify the allocation that the State or 
unit of local government shall make, in using 
grant amounts to carry out DNA analyses of 
samples, as between samples specified in sub-
section (a)(1) and samples specified in sub-
section (a)(2); 

(5) specify that portion of grant amounts 
that the State or unit of local government 
shall use for the purpose specified in sub-
section (a)(3); 

(6) if submitted by a unit of local govern-
ment, certify that the unit of local govern-
ment has taken, or is taking, all necessary 
steps to ensure that it is eligible to include, 
directly or through a State law enforcement 
agency, all analyses of samples for which it 
has requested funding in the Combined DNA 
Index System; 

(7) specify that portion of grant amounts 
that the State or unit of local government 
shall use for the purpose specified in sub-
section (a)(4); and 

(8) provide assurances that the DNA section 
of the laboratory to be used to conduct DNA 
analyses has a written policy that prioritizes 
the analysis of, to the extent practicable con-
sistent with public safety considerations, sam-
ples from homicides and sexual assaults. 

(c) Formula for distribution of grants 

(1) In general 

The Attorney General shall distribute grant 
amounts, and establish appropriate grant con-
ditions under this section, in conformity with 
a formula or formulas that are designed to ef-
fectuate a distribution of funds among eligible 
States and units of local government that— 

(A) maximizes the effective utilization of 
DNA technology to solve crimes and protect 
public safety; and 

(B) allocates grants among eligible enti-
ties fairly and efficiently to address jurisdic-
tions in which significant backlogs exist, by 
considering— 

(i) the number of offender and casework 
samples awaiting DNA analysis in a juris-
diction; 

(ii) the population in the jurisdiction; 
and 

(iii) the number of part 1 violent crimes 
in the jurisdiction. 

(2) Minimum amount 

The Attorney General shall allocate to each 
State not less than 0.50 percent of the total 
amount appropriated in a fiscal year for 
grants under this section, except that the 
United States Virgin Islands, American 
Samoa, Guam, and the Northern Mariana Is-
lands shall each be allocated 0.125 percent of 
the total appropriation. 
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