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shall be distributed, as decided by the board of 
trustees, to— 

(1) the United States Government, to be ad-
ministered by the Secretary of the Interior 
under section 100101(a), chapter 1003, and sec-
tions 100751(a), 100752, 100753, and 102101 of title 
54, United States Code; or 

(2) a State or local government to be used 
for a public purpose. 

(b) RESTRICTION.—A distribution under sub-
section (a) of this section shall be consistent 
with the purposes of the corporation and in com-
pliance with the charter and bylaws. 

(Pub. L. 105–225, Aug. 12, 1998, 112 Stat. 1427; Pub. 
L. 109–284, § 5(10), Sept. 27, 2006, 120 Stat. 1212; 
Pub. L. 113–287, § 5(i), Dec. 19, 2014, 128 Stat. 3269.) 

HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES 

Revised 
Section 

Source (U.S. Code) Source (Statutes at Large) 

153513 ......... 36:4614. Aug. 19, 1964, Pub. L. 88–449, 
§ 14, 78 Stat. 499. 

In subsection (a), the words ‘‘the discharge of all li-

abilities’’ are substituted for ‘‘the corporation’s liabil-

ities have been satisfied’’ for consistency in the revised 

title. In clause (1), the words ‘‘as amended and supple-

mented’’ are omitted as unnecessary. 

In subsection (b), the words ‘‘and Federal and State 

laws’’ are omitted as unnecessary. 

AMENDMENTS 

2014—Subsec. (a)(1). Pub. L. 113–287 substituted ‘‘sec-

tion 100101(a), chapter 1003, and sections 100751(a), 

100752, 100753, and 102101 of title 54, United States Code’’ 

for ‘‘the Act of August 25, 1916 (16 U.S.C. 1 et seq.) 

(known as the National Park Service Organic Act)’’. 

2006—Subsec. (a)(1). Pub. L. 109–284 substituted ‘‘(16 

U.S.C. 1 et seq.) (known as the National Park Service 

Organic Act)’’ for ‘‘(16 U.S.C. 1 et seq.), known as the 

National Park Service Organic Act))’’. 

§ 153514. Authorization of appropriations 

(a) IN GENERAL.—Subject to subsection (b), 
there is authorized to be appropriated to the 
corporation for operation and maintenance ex-
penses $500,000 for each of fiscal years 2008 
through 2017. 

(b) LIMITATION.—Any Federal funds made 
available under subsection (a) shall be matched 
on a 1-to-1 basis by non-Federal funds. 

(Added Pub. L. 111–11, title XIII, § 13006, Mar. 30, 
2009, 123 Stat. 1452.) 
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§ 153701. Organization 

(a) FEDERAL CHARTER.—National Woman’s Re-
lief Corps, Auxiliary to the Grand Army of the 
Republic (in this chapter, the ‘‘corporation’’), is 
a federally chartered corporation. 

(b) PLACE OF INCORPORATION AND DOMICILE.— 
The corporation is declared to be incorporated 
and domiciled in the District of Columbia. 

(c) PERPETUAL EXISTENCE.—Except as other-
wise provided, the corporation has perpetual ex-
istence. 

(Pub. L. 105–225, Aug. 12, 1998, 112 Stat. 1428.) 

HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES 

Revised 
Section 

Source (U.S. Code) Source (Statutes at Large) 

153701 ......... 36:1001. Sept. 7, 1962, Pub. L. 87–650, 
§§ 1, 2, 4(1), 76 Stat. 502, 
503. 

36:1002. 
36:1004(1). 

This section is substituted for the source provisions 

for consistency in the revised title and to eliminate un-

necessary and executed words. 

§ 153702. Purposes 

The purposes of the corporation are— 
(1) to perpetuate the memory of the Grand 

Army of the Republic, as the National Wom-
an’s Relief Corps is its auxiliary and was orga-
nized at its request in 1883, and of the men who 
saved the Union in 1861 to 1865; 

(2) to assist in every practicable way in pre-
serving, and making available for research, 
documents and records pertaining to the 
Grand Army of the Republic and its members; 

(3) to cooperate in doing honor to all those 
who have served our country patriotically in 
any war; 

(4) to teach patriotism, the duties of citizen-
ship, the true history of our country, and the 
love and honor of our flag; 

(5) to oppose every tendency or movement 
that would weaken loyalty to, destroy, or im-
pair our constitutional Union; and 

(6) to inculcate and broadly sustain the 
American principles of representative govern-
ment, equal rights, and impartial justice for 
all. 

(Pub. L. 105–225, Aug. 12, 1998, 112 Stat. 1428.) 

HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES 

Revised 
Section 

Source (U.S. Code) Source (Statutes at Large) 

153702 ......... 36:1003. Sept. 7, 1962, Pub. L. 87–650, 
§ 3, 76 Stat. 503. 

In clause (5), the words ‘‘destroy, or impair’’ are sub-

stituted for ‘‘make for the destruction or impairment 

of’’ to eliminate unnecessary words. 

§ 153703. Membership 

Except as provided in this chapter, eligibility 
for membership in the corporation and the 
rights, privileges, and designation of classes of 
members are as provided in the constitution and 
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bylaws of the corporation. Eligibility for mem-
bership is limited to— 

(1) women who are the wives, mothers, 
daughters, and sisters of Union soldiers, sail-
ors, and marines; and 

(2) other loyal women who have not given 
aid or comfort to the enemies of the United 
States of America. 

(Pub. L. 105–225, Aug. 12, 1998, 112 Stat. 1428.) 

HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES 

Revised 
Section 

Source (U.S. Code) Source (Statutes at Large) 

153703 ......... 36:1005. Sept. 7, 1962, Pub. L. 87–650, 
§ 5, 76 Stat. 503. 

Before clause (1), the words ‘‘is limited to’’ are sub-

stituted for ‘‘shall be’’ for clarity. 

§ 153704. Governing body 

(a) NATIONAL CONVENTION.—(1) The national 
convention is the supreme governing authority 
of the corporation. 

(2) The national convention is composed of of-
ficers and elected representatives from the 
States as provided by the regulations of the cor-
poration. However, the form of government of 
the corporation must be representative of the 
membership at large and may not permit con-
centration of control in a limited number of 
members or in a self-perpetuating group not rep-
resentative of the membership at large. 

(3) The meetings of the national convention 
may be held in the District of Columbia or in 
any State. 

(4) During the intervals between the conven-
tion, the executive officers are the governing 
board of the corporation and are responsible for 
the general policies, program, and activities of 
the corporation. 

(b) COUNCIL OF ADMINISTRATION.—The council 
of administration of the corporation shall con-
sist of at least 7 members elected in the manner 
and for the term provided in the constitution 
and bylaws of the corporation. 

(c) OFFICERS.—(1) The officers of the corpora-
tion are a national president, senior vice na-
tional president, junior vice national president, 
secretary, treasurer, and other officers as pro-
vided in the constitution and bylaws. One indi-
vidual may hold the offices of secretary and 
treasurer. 

(2) The titles, manner of election, term of of-
fice, and duties of the officers are as provided in 
the constitution and bylaws. 

(Pub. L. 105–225, Aug. 12, 1998, 112 Stat. 1428.) 

HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES 

Revised 
Section 

Source (U.S. Code) Source (Statutes at Large) 

153704(a)(1)– 
(3).

36:1006. Sept. 7, 1962, Pub. L. 87–650, 
§§ 6–8, 76 Stat. 504. 

153704(a)(4) 36:1007(a), (b). 
153704(b) ..... 36:1007(c). 
153704(c) ..... 36:1008. 

In subsection (a)(2), the words ‘‘several’’, ‘‘always’’, 

‘‘thereof’’, and ‘‘the hands of’’ are omitted as unneces-

sary. 
In subsection (a)(4), the text of 36:1007(b) is omitted as 

obsolete. 

In subsection (b), the word ‘‘Thereafter’’ is omitted as 
obsolete. 

§ 153705. Powers 

The corporation may— 
(1) adopt and amend a constitution and by-

laws for the management of its property and 
the regulation of its affairs; 

(2) adopt and alter a corporate seal; 
(3) choose officers as the corporation re-

quires; 
(4) make contracts; 
(5) acquire, own, lease, encumber, and trans-

fer property as necessary or convenient to 
carry out the purposes of the corporation; and 

(6) sue and be sued. 

(Pub. L. 105–225, Aug. 12, 1998, 112 Stat. 1429.) 

HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES 

Revised 
Section 

Source (U.S. Code) Source (Statutes at Large) 

153705 ......... 36:1004(2)–(8). Sept. 7, 1962, Pub. L. 87–650, 
§§ 4(2)–(8), 18, 76 Stat. 503, 
506. 

36:1018. 

In this section, the text of 36:1018 is omitted as exe-
cuted and obsolete. 

In clause (1), the word ‘‘alter’’ is omitted as included 
in ‘‘amend’’. The words ‘‘not inconsistent with the laws 
of the United States or any State in which the corpora-
tion is to operate’’ are omitted as unnecessary. 

In clause (2), the word ‘‘use’’ is omitted as unneces-
sary. 

In clause (4), the words ‘‘make contracts’’ are sub-
stituted for ‘‘contract and be contracted with’’ for con-
sistency in the revised title and to eliminate unneces-
sary words. 

Clause (5) is substituted for ‘‘take by lease, gift, pur-
chase, grants, devise, or bequest from any public body 
or agency or any private corporation, association, part-
nership, firm, or individual and to hold absolutely or in 
trust for any of the purposes of the corporation any 
property, real, personal, or mixed, necessary or conven-
ient for attaining the objects and carrying into effect 
the purposes of the corporation’’ and ‘‘transfer, convey, 
lease, sublease, encumber, and otherwise alienate real, 
personal, or mixed property’’ for consistency in the re-
vised title and to eliminate unnecessary words. The 
words ‘‘subject, however, to applicable provisions of 
law of any State, (A) governing the amount or kind of 
property which may be held by, or (B) otherwise limit-
ing or controlling the ownership of property by, a cor-
poration operating in such State’’ are omitted as un-
necessary. 

In clause (6), the words ‘‘complain and defend in any 
court of competent jurisdiction’’ are omitted as unnec-
essary. 

§ 153706. Exclusive right to name, seals, emblems, 
and badges 

The corporation and its subordinate corps 
have the exclusive right to use the name ‘‘Na-
tional Woman’s Relief Corps, Auxiliary to the 
Grand Army of the Republic’’. The corporation 
has the exclusive right to use and to allow oth-
ers to use seals, emblems, and badges the cor-
poration adopts. 

(Pub. L. 105–225, Aug. 12, 1998, 112 Stat. 1429.) 

HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES 

Revised 
Section 

Source (U.S. Code) Source (Statutes at Large) 

153706 ......... 36:1017. Sept. 7, 1962, Pub. L. 87–650, 
§ 17, 76 Stat. 505. 
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