
Page 168 TITLE 40—PUBLIC BUILDINGS, PROPERTY, AND WORKS § 8105 

extending from the Capitol to the White House, 

Lafayette Park, Rock Creek Park, the Zoologi-

cal Park, the Rock Creek and Potomac Park-

way, Potomac Park, or The Mall Park System 

and public buildings adjacent to the System, or 

abuts on any street bordering any of those 

grounds or parks, so far as the plans relate to 

height and appearance, color, and texture of the 

materials of exterior construction. 
(c) REPORT TO MAYOR.—The Commission shall 

report promptly its recommendations to the 

Mayor, including any changes the Commission 

decides are necessary to prevent reasonably 

avoidable impairment of the public values be-

longing to the public building or park. If the 

Commission fails to report its approval or dis-

approval of a plan within 30 days, the report is 

deemed approved and a permit may be issued. 
(d) ACTION BY THE MAYOR.—The Mayor shall 

take action the Mayor decides is necessary to ef-

fect reasonable compliance with the recom-

mendation under subsection (c). 

(Pub. L. 107–217, Aug. 21, 2002, 116 Stat. 1205; Pub. 

L. 109–284, § 6(22), Sept. 27, 2006, 120 Stat. 1213.) 

HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES 

Revised 
Section 

Source (U.S. Code) Source (Statutes at Large) 

8104 ............ 40:121. May 16, 1930, ch. 291, § 1, 46 
Stat. 366; July 31, 1939, ch. 
400, 53 Stat. 1144. 

In this chapter, the word ‘‘Mayor’’ is substituted for 

‘‘Commissioners’’ [meaning the Board of Commis-

sioners of the District of Columbia] [subsequently 

changed to ‘‘Commissioner’’ (meaning the Commis-

sioner of the District of Columbia) because of section 

401 of Reorganization Plan No. 3 of 1967 (eff. Nov. 3, 

1967, 81 Stat. 951)] because of section 421 of the District 

of Columbia Home Rule Act (Public Law 93–198, 87 Stat. 

789). 
In subsection (a), the words ‘‘it is hereby declared 

that’’ are omitted as unnecessary. 
In subsection (b), the words ‘‘To this end, hereafter’’ 

are omitted as unnecessary. 

AMENDMENTS 

2006—Subsec. (b). Pub. L. 109–284 substituted ‘‘Com-

mission of Fine Arts’’ for ‘‘Commission on Fine Arts’’. 

§ 8105. Approval by Administrator of General 
Services 

Subject to applicable provisions of existing 

law relating to the functions in the District of 

Columbia of the National Capital Planning Com-

mission and the Commission of Fine Arts, only 

the Administrator of General Services is re-

quired to approve sketches, plans, and estimates 

for buildings to be constructed by the Adminis-

trator, except that the Administrator and the 

United States Postal Service must approve 

buildings designed for post office purposes. 

(Pub. L. 107–217, Aug. 21, 2002, 116 Stat. 1206; Pub. 

L. 109–284, § 6(23), Sept. 27, 2006, 120 Stat. 1213.) 

HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES 

Revised 
Section 

Source (U.S. Code) Source (Statutes at Large) 

8105 ............ 40:128. June 14, 1946, ch. 404, § 8, 60 
Stat. 258. 

The words ‘‘On and after June 14, 1946’’ are omitted as 

obsolete. The words ‘‘National Capital Planning Com-

mission’’ are substituted for ‘‘National Capital Park 

and Planning Commission’’ because of section 9 of the 

Act of June 6, 1924 (ch. 270), as added by section 1 of the 

Act of July 19, 1952 (ch. 949, 66 Stat. 790). See section 

8711(f) of the revised title. The words ‘‘Administrator of 

General Services’’ are substituted for ‘‘Commissioner 

of Public Buildings’’ because of section 103(a) of the 

Federal Property and Administrative Services Act of 

1949 (ch. 288, 63 Stat. 380), which is restated as section 

303(c) [303(b)] of the revised title. The words ‘‘con-

structed by the Administrator’’ are substituted for 

‘‘constructed by the Public Buildings Administration’’ 

[subsequently changed to ‘‘constructed by the General 

Services Administration’’ because of section 103(a)] be-

cause of section 101(b) of the Federal Property and Ad-

ministrative Services Act of 1949 (ch. 288, 63 Stat. 379), 

which is restated as section 302(a) of the revised title. 

The words ‘‘United States Postal Service’’ are sub-

stituted for ‘‘Postmaster General’’ because of section 

4(a) of the Postal Reorganization Act (Public Law 

91–375, 84 Stat. 773). 

AMENDMENTS 

2006—Pub. L. 109–284 substituted ‘‘post office’’ for 

‘‘post-office’’. 

§ 8106. Buildings on reservations, parks, or pub-
lic grounds 

A building or structure shall not be erected on 

any reservation, park, or public grounds of the 

Federal Government in the District of Columbia 

without express authority of Congress. 

(Pub. L. 107–217, Aug. 21, 2002, 116 Stat. 1206.) 

HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES 

Revised 
Section 

Source (U.S. Code) Source (Statutes at Large) 

8106 ............ 40:68. Aug. 24, 1912, ch. 355, § 1 
(10th par. on p. 444), 37 
Stat. 444. 

The words ‘‘On and after August 24, 1912’’ are omitted 

as obsolete. 

§ 8107. Advertisements and sales in or around 
Washington Monument 

Except on the written authority of the Direc-

tor of the National Park Service, advertise-

ments of any kind shall not be displayed, and ar-

ticles of any kind shall not be sold, in or around 

the Washington Monument. 

(Pub. L. 107–217, Aug. 21, 2002, 116 Stat. 1206.) 

HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES 

Revised 
Section 

Source (U.S. Code) Source (Statutes at Large) 

8107 ............ 40:43. Mar. 4, 1909, ch. 299, § 1 (pro-
viso in 2d par. on p. 997), 
35 Stat. 997. 

The words ‘‘Director of the National Park Service’’ 

are substituted for ‘‘Secretary of War’’ [subsequently 

changed to ‘‘Director of Public Buildings and Public 

Parks of the National Capital[’’] because of section 3 of 

the Act of February 26, 1925 (ch. 339, 43 Stat. 983)] be-

cause of section 2 of Executive Order No. 6166 (eff. June 

10, 1933) and the Act of March 2, 1934 (ch. 38, 48 Stat. 

389). 

§ 8108. Use of public buildings for public cere-
monies 

Except as expressly authorized by law, public 

buildings in the District of Columbia (other 

than the Capitol Building and the White House), 
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and the approaches to those public buildings, 

shall not be used or occupied in connection with 

ceremonies for the inauguration of the Presi-

dent or other public functions. 

(Pub. L. 107–217, Aug. 21, 2002, 116 Stat. 1206.) 

HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES 

Revised 
Section 

Source (U.S. Code) Source (Statutes at Large) 

8108 ............ 40:31. Apr. 28, 1902, ch. 594, [§] 1 
(last par. on p. 152), 32 
Stat. 152. 

The words ‘‘in any manner whatever’’ are omitted as 

unnecessary. 

SUBCHAPTER II—JURISDICTION 

§ 8121. Improper appropriation of streets 

(a) AUTHORITY.—The Secretary of the Interior 

shall— 
(1) prevent the improper appropriation or oc-

cupation of any public street, avenue, square, 

or reservation in the District of Columbia that 

belongs to the Federal Government; 
(2) reclaim the street, avenue, square, or res-

ervation if unlawfully appropriated; 
(3) prevent the erection of any permanent 

building on property reserved to or for the use 

of the Government, unless plainly authorized 

by law; and 
(4) report to Congress at the beginning of 

each session on the Secretary’s proceedings in 

the premises, together with a full statement of 

all property described in this subsection, and 

how, and by what authority, the property is 

occupied or claimed. 

(b) APPLICATION.—This section does not inter-

fere with the temporary and proper occupation 

of any part of the property described in sub-

section (a), by lawful authority, for the legiti-

mate purposes of the Government. 

(Pub. L. 107–217, Aug. 21, 2002, 116 Stat. 1206.) 

HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES 

Revised 
Section 

Source (U.S. Code) Source (Statutes at Large) 

8121 ............ 40:66. R.S. § 1818. 

In subsection (a)(1), the words ‘‘the District of Colum-

bia’’ are substituted for ‘‘the city of Washington’’ for 

consistency in the revised title and with other titles of 

the United States Code. 
In subsection (a)(3), the word ‘‘particularly’’ is omit-

ted as unnecessary. 

§ 8122. Jurisdiction over portion of Constitution 
Avenue 

The Director of the National Park Service has 

jurisdiction over that part of Constitution Ave-

nue west of Virginia Avenue that was under the 

control of the Commissioners of the District of 

Columbia prior to May 27, 1908. 

(Pub. L. 107–217, Aug. 21, 2002, 116 Stat. 1207.) 

HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES 

Revised 
Section 

Source (U.S. Code) Source (Statutes at Large) 

8122 ............ 40:64. May 27, 1908, ch. 200, § 1 (1st 
complete par. on p. 356), 35 
Stat. 356. 

For transfer of functions from the Chief of Engineers 

to the Director of the National Park Service, see the 

revision note under section 8102 of this title. The words 

‘‘Constitution Avenue’’ are substituted for ‘‘B Street’’ 

to reflect the current name. 

§ 8123. Record of transfer of jurisdiction between 
Director of National Park Service and Mayor 
of District of Columbia 

When in accordance with law or mutual legal 

agreement, spaces or portions of public land are 

transferred between the jurisdiction of the Di-

rector of the National Park Service, as estab-

lished by the Act of July 1, 1898 (ch. 543, 30 Stat. 

570), and the Mayor of the District of Columbia, 

the letters of transfer and acceptance exchanged 

between them are sufficient authority for the 

necessary change in the official maps and for 

record when necessary. 

(Pub. L. 107–217, Aug. 21, 2002, 116 Stat. 1207.) 

HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES 

Revised 
Section 

Source (U.S. Code) Source (Statutes at Large) 

8123 ............ 40:79. July 1, 1898, ch. 543, § 5, 30 
Stat. 570. 

For transfer of functions from the Chief of Engineers 

to the Director of the National Park Service, see the 

revision note under section 8102 of this title. The word 

‘‘Mayor’’ is substituted for ‘‘Commissioners’’ [meaning 

the Board of Commissioners of the District of Colum-

bia] [which subsequently should have been changed to 

‘‘Commissioner’’ (meaning the Commissioner of the 

District of Columbia) rather than ‘‘District of Colum-

bia Council’’ because of section 401 of Reorganization 

Plan No. 3 of 1967 (eff. Nov. 3, 1967, 81 Stat. 951)] because 

of section 421 of the District of Columbia Home Rule 

Act (Public Law 93–198, 87 Stat. 789). 

REFERENCES IN TEXT 

The Act of July 1, 1898, referred to in text, is act July 

1, 1898, ch. 543, 30 Stat. 570, as amended, which enacted 

sections 60, 75, 78, 79, and 80 of former Title 40, Public 

Buildings, Property, and Works, and amended section 

67 of former Title 40. Sections 60, 67, 75, 78, and 80 of 

former Title 40 have been omitted from the Code. Sec-

tion 79 of former Title 40 was repealed and reenacted as 

this section by Pub. L. 107–217, §§ 1, 6(b), Aug. 21, 2002, 

116 Stat. 1062, 1304. For complete classification of this 

Act to the Code, see Tables. 

§ 8124. Transfer of jurisdiction between Federal 
and District of Columbia authorities 

(a) TRANSFER OF JURISDICTION.—Federal and 

District of Columbia authorities administering 

properties in the District that are owned by the 

Federal Government or by the District may 

transfer jurisdiction over any part of the prop-

erty among or between themselves for purposes 

of administration and maintenance under condi-

tions the parties agree on. The National Capital 

Planning Commission shall recommend the 

transfer before it is completed. 
(b) REPORT TO CONGRESS.—The District au-

thorities shall report all transfers and agree-

ments to Congress. 
(c) CERTAIN LAWS NOT REPEALED.—Subsection 

(a) does not repeal any law in effect on May 20, 

1932, which authorized the transfer of jurisdic-

tion of certain land among and between federal 

and District authorities. 

(Pub. L. 107–217, Aug. 21, 2002, 116 Stat. 1207.) 
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