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§3708. Protests

(a) PROTEST FILE.—

(1) ESTABLISHMENT AND ACCESS.—If, in the
case of a solicitation for a contract issued by,
or an award or proposed award of a contract
by, the head of an executive agency, a protest
is filed pursuant to the procedures in sub-
chapter V of chapter 35 of title 31, and an ac-
tual or prospective offeror requests, a file of
the protest shall be established by the procur-
ing activity and reasonable access shall be
provided to actual or prospective offerors.

(2) REDACTED INFORMATION.—Information ex-
empt from disclosure under section 552 of title
5 may be redacted in a file established pursu-
ant to paragraph (1) unless an applicable pro-
tective order provides otherwise.

(b) AGENCY ACTIONS ON PROTESTS.—If, in con-
nection with a protest, the head of an executive
agency determines that a solicitation, proposed
award, or award does not comply with the re-
quirements of law or regulation, the head of the
executive agency may—

(1) take any action set out in subparagraphs
(A) to (F) of subsection (b)(1) of section 3554 of
title 31; and

(2) pay costs described in paragraph (1) of
section 3554(c) of title 31 within the limits re-
ferred to in paragraph (2) of section 3554(c).

(Pub. L. 111-350, §3, Jan. 4, 2011, 124 Stat. 3773.)

SEPARABILITY

Act June 30, 1949, ch. 288, title VI, §604, formerly title
V, §504, 63 Stat. 403, renumbered by act Sept. 5, 1950, ch.
849, §6(a), (b), 64 Stat. 583, provided that: “‘If any provi-
sion of this Act [see Tables for classification], or the
application thereof to any person or circumstances, is
held invalid, the remainder of this Act, and the applica-
tion of such provision to other persons or circum-
stances, shall not be affected thereby.”

PROHIBITION ON CERTAIN TELECOMMUNICATIONS AND
VIDEO SURVEILLANCE SERVICES OR EQUIPMENT

Pub. L. 115232, div. A, title VIII, §889, Aug. 13, 2018,
132 Stat. 1917, provided that:

‘‘(a) PROHIBITION ON USE OR PROCUREMENT.—(1) The
head of an executive agency may not—

““(A) procure or obtain or extend or renew a con-
tract to procure or obtain any equipment, system, or
service that uses covered telecommunications equip-
ment or services as a substantial or essential compo-
nent of any system, or as critical technology as part
of any system; or

‘(B) enter into a contract (or extend or renew a
contract) with an entity that uses any equipment,
system, or service that uses covered telecommunica-
tions equipment or services as a substantial or essen-
tial component of any system, or as critical tech-
nology as part of any system.

“(2) Nothing in paragraph (1) shall be construed to—

““(A) prohibit the head of an executive agency from
procuring with an entity to provide a service that
connects to the facilities of a third-party, such as
backhaul, roaming, or interconnection arrangements;
or

‘“(B) cover telecommunications equipment that
cannot route or redirect user data traffic or permit
visibility into any user data or packets that such
equipment transmits or otherwise handles.

““(b) PROHIBITION ON LLOAN AND GRANT FUNDS.—(1) The
head of an executive agency may not obligate or ex-
pend loan or grant funds to procure or obtain, extend or
renew a contract to procure or obtain, or enter into a
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