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(B) professionals who are working in the
field of children, youth, and families; and
(C) representatives of the general public,
particularly young individuals.
(2) Selection of delegates

The delegates to attend the Conference shall
be selected without regard to political affili-
ation or past partisan activity and shall, to
the best of the appointing authority’s ability,
be representative of the spectrum of thought
in the field of children, youth, and families.

(Pub. L. 101-501, title IX, §983, Nov. 3, 1990, 104
Stat. 1280; Pub. L. 108-271, §8(b), July 7, 2004, 118
Stat. 814.)

AMENDMENTS

2004—Subsec. (c)(1)(A). Pub. L. 108-271 substituted
“Government Accountability Office” for ‘‘General Ac-
counting Office’’.

EFFECTIVE DATE

Section effective Oct. 1, 1990, see section 1001(a) of
Pub. L. 101-501, set out as an Effective Date of 1990
Amendment note under section 8621 of this title.

§ 12373. Conference administration
(a) Administration

For purposes of carrying out this subchapter,
the Secretary shall—

(1) request the cooperation and assistance of
the heads of such other Federal departments
and agencies as may be appropriate;

(2) furnish all reasonable assistance to State
agencies administering programs related to
children, youth and families, and to other ap-
propriate organizations, to enable them to or-
ganize and conduct conferences in conjunction
with the Conference;

(3) prepare and make available for public
comment a proposed agenda for the Con-
ference which reflects, to the greatest extent
possible, the major issues facing children,
youth, and families consistent with subsection
(a);

(4) prepare and make available background
materials which the Secretary deems nec-
essary for the use of delegates to the Con-
ference; and

(5) engage such additional personnel as may
be necessary to carry out this section without
regard to provisions of title 5 governing ap-
pointments in the competitive service, and
without regard to chapter 51 and subchapter
IIT of chapter 53 of such title relating to classi-
fication and General Schedule pay rates.

(b) Duties

The Secretary shall, in carrying out the Sec-
retary’s responsibilities and functions under
this section, ensure that—

(1) the conferences under subsection (a)(2)
will be conducted so as to ensure broad par-
ticipation of young individuals;

(2) the proposed agenda for the Conference
under subsection (a)(3) is published in the Fed-
eral Register not less than 180 days before the
beginning of the Conference and the proposed
agenda is open for public comment for a period
of not less than 60 days;

(3) the final agenda for the Conference, tak-
ing into consideration the comments received
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under paragraph (2), is published in the Fed-
eral Register and transmitted to the chief ex-
ecutive officers of the States not later than 30
days after the close of the public comment pe-
riod provided for under paragraph (2);

(4) the personnel engaged under subsection
(a)(b) shall be fairly balanced in terms of
points of views represented and shall be ap-
pointed without regard to political affiliation
or previous partisan activities;

(5) the recommendations of the Conference
are not inappropriately influenced by any ap-
pointing authority or by any special interest,
but will instead be the result of the independ-
ent judgment of the Conference; and

(6) to the extent practicable, current and
adequate statistical data (including decennial
census data) and other information on the
well-being of young individuals in the United
States are readily available, in advance of the
Conference, to the delegates of the Conference,
together with such information as may be nec-
essary to evaluate Federal programs and poli-
cies relating to children and youth. In carry-
ing out this subparagraph, the Secretary may
make grants to, and enter into contracts with,
public agencies and nonprofit private organi-
zations.

(Pub. L. 101-501, title IX, §984, Nov. 3, 1990, 104
Stat. 1281.)

EFFECTIVE DATE

Section effective Oct. 1, 1990, see section 1001(a) of
Pub. L. 101-501, set out as an Effective Date of 1990
Amendment note under section 8621 of this title.

§ 12374. Conference committees

(a) Advisory committee

The Secretary shall establish an advisory
committee to the Conference which shall in-
clude representatives from the Federal Council
on Children, Youth, and Families, public agen-
cies and nonprofit private organizations as ap-
propriate.

(b) Other committees

The Secretary may establish such other com-
mittees, including technical committees, as
may be necessary to assist in the planning, con-
ducting, and reviewing of the Conference.

(c) Composition of committees

Each committee established under this section
shall be composed of professionals and public
members, and shall include individuals from
low-income families and from minority groups.

(d) Compensation

Members of any committee established under
this section (other than any officers or employ-
ees of the Federal Government), while attending
conferences or meetings of the committee or
otherwise serving at the request of the Sec-
retary, shall be entitled to receive compensation
at a rate to be fixed by the Secretary, but not to
exceed the daily rate payable for GS-18 of the
General Schedule under section 5332 of title 5
(including travel time). While away from their
homes or regular places of business, such mem-
bers may be allowed travel expenses, including
per diem in lieu of subsistence, as authorized
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