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(5) to expand opportunities for homeowner-
ship; 

(6) to provide every American community 
with a reliable, readily available supply of 
mortgage finance at the lowest possible inter-
est rates; and 

(7) to encourage tenant empowerment and 
reduce generational poverty in federally as-
sisted and public housing by improving the 
means by which self-sufficiency may be 
achieved. 

(Pub. L. 101–625, title I, § 102, Nov. 28, 1990, 104 
Stat. 4085.) 

§ 12703. Purposes of Cranston-Gonzalez National 
Affordable Housing Act 

The purposes of this Act are— 
(1) to help families not owning a home to 

save for a down payment for the purchase of a 
home; 

(2) to retain wherever feasible as housing af-
fordable to low-income families those dwelling 
units produced for such purpose with Federal 
assistance; 

(3) to extend and strengthen partnerships 
among all levels of government and the pri-
vate sector, including for-profit and nonprofit 
organizations, in the production and operation 
of housing affordable to low-income and mod-
erate-income families; 

(4) to expand and improve Federal rental as-
sistance for very low-income families; and 

(5) to increase the supply of supportive hous-
ing, which combines structural features and 
services needed to enable persons with special 
needs to live with dignity and independence. 

(Pub. L. 101–625, title I, § 103, Nov. 28, 1990, 104 
Stat. 4085.) 

REFERENCES IN TEXT 

This Act, referred to in text, is Pub. L. 101–625, Nov. 
28, 1990, 104 Stat. 4079, known as the Cranston-Gonzalez 
National Affordable Housing Act. For complete classi-
fication of this Act to the Code, see Short Title note 
set out under section 12701 of this title and Tables. 

§ 12704. Definitions 

As used in this subchapter and in subchapter 
II: 

(1) The term ‘‘unit of general local govern-
ment’’ means a city, town, township, county, 
parish, village, or other general purpose politi-
cal subdivision of a State; the Federated 
States of Micronesia and Palau, the Marshall 
Islands, or a general purpose political subdivi-
sion thereof; a consortium of such political 
subdivisions recognized by the Secretary in 
accordance with section 12746(2) of this title; 
and any agency or instrumentality thereof 
that is established pursuant to legislation and 
designated by the chief executive to act on be-
half of the jurisdiction with regard to provi-
sions of this Act. 

(2) The term ‘‘State’’ means any State of the 
United States, the District of Columbia, the 
Commonwealth of Puerto Rico, or any agency 
or instrumentality thereof that is established 
pursuant to legislation and designated by the 
chief executive officer to act on behalf of the 
State with regard to the provisions of this 
Act. 

(3) The term ‘‘jurisdiction’’ means a State or 
unit of general local government. 

(4) The term ‘‘participating jurisdiction’’ 
means any State or unit of general local gov-
ernment that has been so designated in ac-
cordance with section 12746 of this title. 

(5) The term ‘‘nonprofit organization’’ 
means any private, nonprofit organization (in-
cluding a State or locally chartered, nonprofit 
organization) that— 

(A) is organized under State or local laws, 
(B) has no part of its net earnings inuring 

to the benefit of any member, founder, con-
tributor, or individual, 

(C) complies with standards of financial 
accountability acceptable to the Secretary, 
and 

(D) has among its purposes significant ac-
tivities related to the provision of decent 
housing that is affordable to low-income and 
moderate-income persons. 

(6) The term ‘‘community housing develop-
ment organization’’ means a nonprofit organi-
zation as defined in paragraph (5), that— 

(A) has among its purposes the provision of 
decent housing that is affordable to low-in-
come and moderate-income persons; 

(B) maintains, through significant rep-
resentation on the organization’s governing 
board and otherwise, accountability to low- 
income community residents and, to the ex-
tent practicable, low-income beneficiaries 
with regard to decisions on the design, 
siting, development, and management of af-
fordable housing; 

(C) has a demonstrated capacity for carry-
ing out activities assisted under this Act; 
and 

(D) has a history of serving the local com-
munity or communities within which hous-
ing to be assisted under this Act is to be lo-
cated. 

In the case of an organization serving more 
than one county, the Secretary may not re-
quire that such organization, to be considered 
a community housing development organiza-
tion for purposes of this Act, include as mem-
bers on the organization’s governing board 
low-income persons residing in each county 
served. 

(7) The term ‘‘government-sponsored mort-
gage finance corporations’’ means the Federal 
National Mortgage Association, the Federal 
Home Loan Mortgage Corporation, and the 
Federal Agricultural Mortgage Corporation. 

(8) The term ‘‘housing’’ includes manufac-
tured housing and manufactured housing lots 
and elder cottage housing opportunity units 
that are small, free-standing, barrier-free, en-
ergy-efficient, removable, and designed to be 
installed adjacent to existing 1- to 4-family 
dwellings. 

(9) The term ‘‘very low-income families’’ 
means low-income families whose incomes do 
not exceed 50 percent of the median family in-
come for the area, as determined by the Sec-
retary with adjustments for smaller and larger 
families, except that the Secretary may estab-
lish income ceilings higher or lower than 50 
percent of the median for the area on the basis 
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