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internships unless private sector entities
match 75 percent of such funding; or
(2) as payment or reimbursement to private
sector entities, except for institutions of high-
er education.
(® Report

Not less than 3 years after January 4, 2011, the
Director shall submit a report to Congress on
the number and total value of awards made
under this section, the number of students af-
fected by those awards, any evidence of the ef-
fect of those awards on workforce preparation
and jobs placement for participating students,
and an economic and ethnic breakdown of the
participating students.

(Pub. L. 111-358, title V, §515, Jan. 4, 2011, 124
Stat. 4012.)

REFERENCES IN TEXT

Section 278k of title 15, referred to in subsec. (d), was
amended generally by Pub. L. 114-329, title V, §501(b),
Jan. 6, 2017, 130 Stat. 3023, and, as so amended, relates
to the Hollings Manufacturing Extension Partnership.

CODIFICATION

Section was enacted as part of the America COM-
PETES Reauthorization Act of 2010, also known as the
America Creating Opportunities to Meaningfully Pro-
mote Excellence in Technology, Education, and Science
Reauthorization Act of 2010, and also as part of the Na-
tional Science Foundation Authorization Act of 2010,
and not as part of the National Science Foundation Act
of 1950 which comprises this chapter.

DEFINITIONS

For definitions of terms used in this section, see sec-
tion 2 of Pub. L. 111-358, set out as a note under section
6621 of this title, and section 502 of Pub. L. 111-358, set
out as a note under section 1862p of this title.

§1862p-8. Cyber-enabled learning for national
challenges

The Director shall, in consultation with ap-
propriate Federal agencies, identify ways to use
cyber-enabled learning to create an innovative
STEM workforce and to help retrain and retain
our existing STEM workforce to address na-
tional challenges, including national security
and competitiveness, and use technology to en-
hance or supplement laboratory based learning.

(Pub. L. 111-358, title V, §516, Jan. 4, 2011, 124
Stat. 4012.)

CODIFICATION

Section was enacted as part of the America COM-
PETES Reauthorization Act of 2010, also known as the
America Creating Opportunities to Meaningfully Pro-
mote Excellence in Technology, Education, and Science
Reauthorization Act of 2010, and also as part of the Na-
tional Science Foundation Authorization Act of 2010,
and not as part of the National Science Foundation Act
of 1950 which comprises this chapter.

DEFINITIONS

For definitions of terms used in this section, see sec-
tion 2 of Pub. L. 111-358, set out as a note under section
6621 of this title, and section 502 of Pub. L. 111-358, set
out as a note under section 1862p of this title.

§1862p-9. Experimental Program to Stimulate
Competitive Research
(a) Findings
The Congress finds that—
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(1) the National Science Foundation Act of
1950 [42 U.S.C. 1861 et seq.] stated, ‘it shall be
an objective of the Foundation to strengthen
research and education in the sciences and en-
gineering, including independent research by
individuals, throughout the United States, and
to avoid undue concentration of such research
and education’;

(2) National Science Foundation funding re-
mains highly concentrated, with 28 States and
jurisdictions, taken together, receiving only
about 12 percent of all National Science Foun-
dation research funding;

(3) each of the States described in paragraph
(2) receives only a fraction of 1 percent of the
Foundation’s research dollars each year;

(4) first established at the National Science
Foundation in 1979, the Experimental Program
to Stimulate Competitive Research (referred
to in this section as “EPSCoR’’) assists States
and jurisdictions historically underserved by
Federal research and development funding in
strengthening their research and innovation
capabilities;

(5) the EPSCoR structure requires each par-
ticipating State to develop a science and tech-
nology plan suited to State and local research,
education, and economic interests and objec-
tives;

(6) EPSCoR has been credited with advanc-
ing the research competitiveness of participat-
ing States, improving awareness of science,
promoting policies that link scientific invest-
ment and economic growth, and encouraging
partnerships between government, industry,
and academia;

(7) EPSCoR proposals are evaluated through
a rigorous and competitive merit-review proc-
ess to ensure that awarded research and devel-
opment efforts meet high scientific standards;
and

(8) according to the National Academy of
Sciences, EPSCoR has strengthened the na-
tional research infrastructure and enhanced
the educational opportunities needed to de-
velop the science and engineering workforce.

(b) Continuation of program

The Director shall continue to carry out
EPSCoR, with the objective of helping the eligi-
ble States to develop the research infrastructure
that will make them more competitive for
Foundation and other Federal research funding.
The program shall continue to increase as the
National Science Foundation funding increases.
(c) Coordination of EPSCoR and similar Federal

programs

(1) Another finding

The Congress finds that a number of Federal
agencies have programs, such as EPSCoR and
the National Institutes of Health Institutional
Development Award program, designed to in-
crease the capacity for and quality of science
and technology research and training at aca-
demic institutions in States that historically
have received relatively little Federal re-
search and development funding.

(2) Coordination required

The EPSCoR Interagency Coordinating Com-
mittee, chaired by the National Science Foun-
dation, shall—
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