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appropriate in the circumstances: Provided, That 
studies, data, and other materials useful in 
water and related land resources planning to 
any of the participants shall be kept freely 
available to all such participants. 

(b) Vice chairman; State election; State represen-
tation 

State members of each commission shall elect 
a vice chairman, who shall serve also as chair-
man and coordinating officer of the State mem-
bers of the commission and who shall represent 
the State governments in Federal-State rela-
tions on the commission. 

(c) Vacancies; alternates for chairman and vice 
chairman 

Vacancies in a commission shall not affect its 
powers but shall be filled in the same manner in 
which the original appointments were made: 
Provided, That the chairman and vice chairman 
may designate alternates to act for them during 
temporary absences. 

(d) Consensus of members on issues; opportuni-
ties for individual views; record of position 
of chairman and vice chairman; final author-
ity on procedural questions 

In the work of the commission every reason-
able endeavor shall be made to arrive at a con-
sensus of all members on all issues; but failing 
this, full opportunity shall be afforded each 
member for the presentation and report of indi-
vidual views: Provided, That at any time the 
commission fails to act by reason of absence of 
consensus, the position of the chairman, acting 
in behalf of the Federal members, and the vice 
chairman, acting upon instructions of the State 
members, shall be set forth in the record: Pro-

vided further, That the chairman, in consulta-
tion with the vice chairman, shall have the final 
authority, in the absence of an applicable by-law 
adopted by the commission or in the absence of 
a consensus, to fix the times and places for 
meetings, to set deadlines for the submission of 
annual and other reports, to establish sub-
committees, and to decide such other procedural 
questions as may be necessary for the commis-
sion to perform its functions. 

(Pub. L. 89–80, title II, § 203, July 22, 1965, 79 Stat. 
248.) 

§ 1962b–3. Duties of commissions 

Each river basin commission shall— 
(1) engage in such activities and make such 

studies and investigations as are necessary 
and desirable in carrying out the policy set 
forth in section 1962 of this title and in accom-
plishing the purposes set forth in section 
1962b(b) of this title; 

(2) submit to the Council and the Governor 
of each participating State a report on its 
work at least once each year. Such report 
shall be transmitted through the President to 
the Congress. After such transmission, copies 
of any such report shall be sent to the heads 
of such Federal, State, interstate, and inter-
national agencies as the President or the Gov-
ernors of the participating States may direct; 

(3) submit to the Council for transmission to 
the President and by him to the Congress, and 

the Governors and the legislatures of the par-

ticipating States a comprehensive, coordi-

nated, joint plan, or any major portion thereof 

or necessary revisions thereof, for water and 

related land resources development in the 

area, river basin, or group of river basins for 

which such commission was established. Be-

fore the commission submits such a plan or 

major portion thereof or revision thereof to 

the Council, it shall transmit the proposed 

plan or revision to the head of each Federal 

department or agency, the Governor of each 

State, and each interstate agency, from which 

a member of the commission has been ap-

pointed, and to the head of the United States 

section of any international commission if the 

plan, portion or revision deals with a boundary 

water or a river crossing a boundary, or any 

tributary flowing into such boundary water or 

river, over which the international commis-

sion has jurisdiction or for which it has re-

sponsibility. Each such department and agen-

cy head, Governor, interstate agency, and 

United States section of an international com-

mission shall have ninety days from the date 

of the receipt of the proposed plan, portion, or 

revision to report its views, comments, and 

recommendations to the commission. The 

commission may modify the plan, portion, or 

revision after considering the reports so sub-

mitted. The views, comments, and recom-

mendations submitted by each Federal depart-

ment or agency head, Governor, interstate 

agency, and United States section of an inter-

national commission shall be transmitted to 

the Council with the plan, portion, or revision; 

and 

(4) submit to the Council at the time of sub-

mitting such plan, any recommendations it 

may have for continuing the functions of the 

commission and for implementing the plan, in-

cluding means of keeping the plan up to date. 

(Pub. L. 89–80, title II, § 204, July 22, 1965, 79 Stat. 

248.) 

TERMINATION OF REPORTING REQUIREMENTS 

For termination, effective May 15, 2000, of provisions 

in par. (2) of this section relating to transmittal of re-

ports to Congress, see section 3003 of Pub. L. 104–66, as 

amended, set out as a note under section 1113 of Title 

31, Money and Finance, and item 5 on page 40 of House 

Document No. 103–7. 

UPPER MISSISSIPPI RIVER SYSTEM COMPREHENSIVE 
MASTER MANAGEMENT PLAN 

Pub. L. 95–502, title I, § 101, Oct. 21, 1978, 92 Stat. 1693, 

as amended by Pub. L. 99–662, title XI, § 1103(c)(2), Nov. 

17, 1986, 100 Stat. 4226, which provided for the develop-

ment, revision, and implementation of the Upper Mis-

sissippi River System comprehensive master manage-

ment plan by the Upper Mississippi River Basin Com-

mission, was omitted in view of the termination of the 

Upper Mississippi River Basin Commission on Dec. 31, 

1981, pursuant to section 1(f) of Ex. Ord. No. 12319, Sept. 

9, 1981, 46 F.R. 45591, set out as a note under section 

1962b of this title. 
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§ 1962b–4. Administrative provisions 

(a) Hearings, proceedings, evidence, reports; of-
fice space; use of mails; personnel, consult-
ants, and professional service contracts; per-
sonnel from other agencies; retirement and 
employee benefit system for personnel with-
out coverage; motor vehicles; necessary ex-
penses; other powers 

For the purpose of carrying out the provisions 
of this subchapter, each river basin commission 
may— 

(1) hold such hearings, sit and act at such 
times and places, take such testimony, receive 
such evidence, and print or otherwise repro-
duce and distribute so much of its proceedings 
and reports thereon as it may deem advisable; 

(2) acquire, furnish, and equip such office 
space as is necessary; 

(3) use the United States mails in the same 
manner and upon the same conditions as de-
partments and agencies of the United States; 

(4) employ and compensate such personnel as 
it deems advisable, including consultants, at 
rates not in excess of the daily equivalent of 
the rate prescribed for grade GS–18 under sec-
tion 5332 of title 5, and retain and compensate 
such professional or technical service firms as 
it deems advisable on a contract basis; 

(5) arrange for the services of personnel from 
any State or the United States, or any sub-
division or agency thereof, or any intergovern-
mental agency; 

(6) make arrangements, including contracts, 
with any participating government, except the 
United States or the District of Columbia, for 
inclusion in a suitable retirement and em-
ployee benefit system of such of its personnel 
as may not be eligible for or continuing in an-
other governmental retirement or employee 
benefit system, or otherwise provide for such 
coverage of its personnel; 

(7) purchase, hire, operate, and maintain 
passenger motor vehicles; and 

(8) incur such necessary expenses and exer-
cise such other powers as are consistent with 
and reasonably required to perform its func-
tions under this chapter. 

(b) Oaths 

The chairman of a river basin commission, or 
any member of such commission designated by 
the chairman thereof for the purpose, is author-
ized to administer oaths when it is determined 
by a majority of the commission that testimony 
shall be taken or evidence received under oath. 

(c) Records; public inspection 

To the extent permitted by law, all appro-
priate records and papers of each river basin 
commission shall be made available for public 
inspection during ordinary office hours. 

(d) Information and personnel from other Fed-
eral agencies 

Upon request of the chairman of any river 
basin commission, or any member or employee 
of such commission designated by the chairman 
thereof for the purpose, the head of any Federal 
department or agency is authorized (1) to fur-
nish to such commission such information as 
may be necessary for carrying out its functions 

and as may be available to or procurable by such 
department or agency, and (2) to detail to tem-
porary duty with such commission on a reim-
bursable basis such personnel within his admin-
istrative jurisdiction as it may need or believe 
to be useful for carrying out its functions, each 
such detail to be without loss of seniority, pay, 
or other employee status. 

(e) Responsibility for personnel and funds 

The chairman of each river basin commission 
shall, with the concurrence of the vice chair-
man, appoint the personnel employed by such 
commission, and the chairman shall, in accord-
ance with the general policies of such commis-
sion with respect to the work to be accom-
plished by it and the timing thereof, be respon-
sible for (1) the supervision of personnel em-
ployed by such commission, (2) the assignment 
of duties and responsibilities among such per-
sonnel, and (3) the use and expenditure of funds 
available to such commission. 

(Pub. L. 89–80, title II, § 205, July 22, 1965, 79 Stat. 
249; Pub. L. 94–112, § 1(c), Oct. 16, 1975, 89 Stat. 
575.) 

AMENDMENTS 

1975—Subsec. (a)(4). Pub. L. 94–112 substituted ‘‘not in 
excess of the daily equivalent of the rate prescribed for 
grade GS–18 under section 5332 of title 5’’ for ‘‘not to ex-
ceed $100 per diem’’. 

REFERENCES IN OTHER LAWS TO GS–16, 17, OR 18 PAY 
RATES 

References in laws to the rates of pay for GS–16, 17, 
or 18, or to maximum rates of pay under the General 
Schedule, to be considered references to rates payable 
under specified sections of Title 5, Government Organi-
zation and Employees, see section 529 [title I, § 101(c)(1)] 
of Pub. L. 101–509, set out in a note under section 5376 
of Title 5. 

§ 1962b–5. Compensation of members and chair-
men 

(a) Additional compensation prohibited to mem-
bers appointed from Federal departments, 
agencies, and international commissions 

Any member of a river basin commission ap-
pointed pursuant to section 1962b–1(b) and (e) of 
this title shall receive no additional compensa-
tion by virtue of his membership on the commis-
sion, but shall continue to receive, from appro-
priations made for the agency from which he is 
appointed, the salary of his regular position 
when engaged in the performance of the duties 
vested in the commission. 

(b) Compensation of members from States and 
interstate agencies 

Members of a commission, appointed pursuant 
to section 1962b–1(c) and (d) of this title, shall 
each receive such compensation as may be pro-
vided by the States or the interstate agency re-
spectively, which they represent. 

(c) Compensation of chairman 

The per annum compensation of the chairman 
of each river basin commission shall be deter-
mined by the President, but when employed on 
a full-time annual basis shall not exceed the 
maximum scheduled rate for grade GS–18 or 
when engaged in the performance of the com-
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