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Pub. L. 92–175, § 5, Dec. 2, 1971, 85 Stat. 493; Pub. L. 
93–608, § 1(17), Jan. 2, 1975, 88 Stat. 1970; Pub. L. 95–84, 
§ 1(a)(1), Aug. 2, 1977, 91 Stat. 400, authorized appropria-
tions for research into water problems related to the 
mission of the Department of the Interior and required 
that the Secretary’s annual report to the President and 
Congress identify each approved contract and grant 
award. See section 7815 of this title. 

SUBCHAPTER III—MISCELLANEOUS 
PROVISIONS 

§§ 1961c to 1961c–8. Repealed. Pub. L. 95–467, title 
IV, § 410(a), Oct. 17, 1978, 92 Stat. 1316 

Section 1961c, Pub. L. 88–379, title III, § 300, July 17, 
1964, 78 Stat. 332, related to cooperation of Federal, 
State and private agencies with Secretary of the Inte-
rior who was directed to make information on relevant 
projects available. See section 7877(a) of this title. 

Section 1961c–1, Pub. L. 88–379, title III, § 301, July 17, 
1964, 78 Stat. 332, related to lack of authority of Sec-
retary of the Interior over water resources research of 
other Federal agencies and lack of effect that this 
chapter had on existing authorities and responsibilities 
of Federal agencies. See section 7881 of this title. 

Section 1961c–2, Pub. L. 88–379, title III, § 302, July 17, 
1964, 78 Stat. 332, related to advance payments of initial 
expenses. See section 7818 of this title. 

Section 1961c–3, Pub. L. 88–379, title III, § 303, July 17, 
1964, 78 Stat. 332, made expenditures of funds for sci-
entific or technological research or development activ-
ity conditioned upon availability to public of resulting 
information and developments, and provided that back-
ground patent rights would be unaffected. See section 
7879 of this title. 

Section 1961c–4, Pub. L. 88–379, title III, § 304, July 17, 
1964, 78 Stat. 332, established a cataloging center. See 
section 7853 of this title. 

Section 1961c–5, Pub. L. 88–379, title III, § 305, July 17, 
1964, 78 Stat. 332, related to interagency coordination of 
water resources research. See section 7877(b) of this 
title. 

Section 1961c–6, Pub. L. 88–379, title III, § 306, July 17, 
1964, 78 Stat. 333; Pub. L. 92–175, § 6, Dec. 2, 1971, 85 Stat. 
494, defined ‘‘State’’. See section 7817 of this title. 

Section 1961c–7, Pub. L. 88–379, title III, § 307, as added 
Pub. L. 89–404, § 2, Apr. 19, 1966, 80 Stat. 130, and amend-
ed Pub. L. 92–175, § 7, Dec. 2, 1971, 85 Stat. 494, required 
Secretary of the Interior to make an annual report to 
the President and Congress. See section 7880 of this 
title. 

Section 1961c–8, Pub. L. 88–379, title III, § 308, as added 
Pub. L. 92–175, § 8, Dec. 2, 1971, 85 Stat. 494, empowered 
Secretary of the Interior to convey excess personal 
property to cooperating institutes, educational institu-
tions and nonprofit organizations. See section 7878 of 
this title. 

CHAPTER 19B—WATER RESOURCES 
PLANNING 

Sec. 

1962. Congressional statement of policy. 
1962–1. Effect on existing laws. 
1962–2. Congressional statement of objectives. 
1962–3. Water resources principles and guide-

lines. 

SUBCHAPTER I—WATER RESOURCES COUNCIL 

1962a. Establishment; composition; other Fed-
eral agency participation; designation 
of Chairman. 

1962a–1. Powers and duties. 
1962a–2. Principles, standards, and procedures for 

Federal projects. 
1962a–3. Review of river basin commission plans; 

report to President and Congress. 
1962a–4. Administrative provisions. 

SUBCHAPTER II—RIVER BASIN COMMISSIONS 

1962b. Creation of commissions; powers and du-
ties. 

Sec. 

1962b–1. Membership of commissions; appoint-
ment of chairman. 

1962b–2. Organization of commissions. 
1962b–3. Duties of commissions. 
1962b–4. Administrative provisions. 
1962b–5. Compensation of members and chairmen. 
1962b–6. Expenses of commissions. 

SUBCHAPTER III—FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE TO 
STATES FOR COMPREHENSIVE PLANNING 
GRANT AUTHORIZATIONS 

1962c. Authorization of appropriations; coordi-
nation of related Federal planning as-
sistance programs; utilization of Fed-
eral agencies administering programs 
contributing to water resources plan-
ning. 

1962c–1. Allotments to States: basis, population 
and land area determinations; pay-
ments to States: amount. 

1962c–2. State programs; approval by Council; 
submission; requirements; notice and 
hearing prior to disapproval. 

1962c–3. Noncompliance; curtailing of payments. 
1962c–4. Payments to States; computation of 

amount. 
1962c–5. ‘‘State’’ defined. 
1962c–6. Records; audit and examination. 

SUBCHAPTER IV—MISCELLANEOUS PROVISIONS 

1962d. Authorization of appropriations to the 
Water Resources Council. 

1962d–1. Rules and regulations. 
1962d–2. Delegation of functions. 
1962d–3. Utilization of personnel. 
1962d–4. Northeastern United States water sup-

ply. 
1962d–5. Water resources development projects 

involving navigation, flood control, 
and shore protection. 

1962d–5a. Reimbursement to States. 
1962d–5b. Written agreement requirement for 

water resources projects. 
1962d–5c. Non-Federal public bodies, installment 

construction payments. 
1962d–5d. Authorization of Secretary of the Army 

to contract with States and political 
subdivisions for increased law enforce-
ment services during peak visitation 
periods; authorization of appropria-
tions. 

1962d–5e. Wetland areas. 
1962d–5f. Beach nourishment. 
1962d–5g. Hydroelectric power resources. 
1962d–6. Feasibility studies; acceleration; ad-

vancement of costs by non-Federal 
sources. 

1962d–7. Delmarva Peninsula hydrologic study; 
duties of Secretary of the Interior. 

1962d–8. Reports on Delmarva Peninsula hydro-
logic study. 

1962d–9. Information from Federal agencies for 
Delmarva Peninsula study. 

1962d–10. Cooperation with agencies on Delmarva 
Peninsula study. 

1962d–11. Authorization of appropriation for Del-
marva Peninsula study. 

1962d–11a. Potomac River water diversion struc-
ture. 

1962d–11b. Dalecarlia Reservoir; delivery of water 
to metropolitan Maryland; expenses; 
payments; purchase of water from 
State or local authorities in Maryland 
or Virginia. 

1962d–12 to 1962d–14. Repealed. 
1962d–14a. Alaska hydroelectric power develop-

ment. 
1962d–15. Protection of United States from liabil-

ity for damages; exception of damages 
due to fault or negligence of United 
States. 
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Sec. 

1962d–16. Comprehensive plans for development, 
utilization, and conservation of water 
and related resources. 

1962d–17. Regional or river basin plans and Fed-
eral water and related land resources 
projects; preparation, formulation, and 
evaluation. 

1962d–18. Study of depletion of natural resources 
of regions of Colorado, Kansas, New 
Mexico, Oklahoma, Texas, and Ne-
braska utilizing Ogallala aquifer; 
plans; reports to Congress; authoriza-
tion of appropriation. 

1962d–19. Cooperation of Secretary of the Interior 
with State and local regulatory and 
law enforcement officials in enforce-
ment of laws or ordinances in connec-
tion with Federal resource protection, 
etc., within Federal water resource de-
velopment project; funding. 

1962d–20. Prohibition on Great Lakes diversions. 
1962d–21. John Glenn Great Lakes basin program. 
1962d–22. Great Lakes fishery and ecosystem res-

toration. 

§ 1962. Congressional statement of policy 

In order to meet the rapidly expanding de-
mands for water throughout the Nation, it is 
hereby declared to be the policy of the Congress 
to encourage the conservation, development, 
and utilization of water and related land re-
sources of the United States on a comprehensive 
and coordinated basis by the Federal Govern-
ment, States, localities, and private enterprise 
with the cooperation of all affected Federal 
agencies, States, local governments, individuals, 
corporations, business enterprises, and others 
concerned. 

(Pub. L. 89–80, § 2, July 22, 1965, 79 Stat. 244.) 

SHORT TITLE OF 1974 AMENDMENT 

Pub. L. 93–251, title I, § 109, Mar. 16, 1974, 88 Stat. 49, 
provided that: ‘‘This title [enacting sections 1962d–5c 
and 1962d–15 to 1962d–17 of this title, section 460ee of 
Title 16, Conservation, and sections 50c–2, 50k, 579, 
701b–11, and 1252a of Title 33, Navigation and Navigable 
Waters, amending section 4482 of this title, sections 
460l–13(a), (a)(3) and 460l–14(b)(1) of Title 16, section 275a 
of Title 22, Foreign Relations and Intercourse, and sec-
tions 701g, 701n, 701r, 701r–1(c), 701s, 709a(b), and 1165a(d) 
of Title 33, and enacting provisions set out as notes 
under sections 1962d–5 and 1962d–7 of this title and sec-
tion 460l–13 of Title 16] may be cited as the ‘Water Re-
sources Development Act of 1974’.’’ 

SHORT TITLE 

Pub. L. 89–80, § 1, July 22, 1965, 79 Stat. 244, provided 
that: ‘‘This Act [enacting this chapter] may be cited as 
the ‘Water Resources Planning Act’.’’ 

UNITED STATES-MEXICO TRANSBOUNDARY AQUIFER 
ASSESSMENT 

Pub. L. 109–448, Dec. 22, 2006, 120 Stat. 3328, provided 
that: 

‘‘SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE. 

‘‘This Act may be cited as the ‘United States-Mexico 
Transboundary Aquifer Assessment Act’. 

‘‘SEC. 2. PURPOSE. 

‘‘The purpose of this Act is to direct the Secretary of 
the Interior to establish a United States-Mexico trans-
boundary aquifer assessment program to systemati-
cally assess priority transboundary aquifers. 

‘‘SEC. 3. DEFINITIONS. 

‘‘In this Act: 

‘‘(1) AQUIFER.—The term ‘aquifer’ means a sub-
surface water-bearing geologic formation from which 
significant quantities of water may be extracted. 

‘‘(2) IBWC.—The term ‘IBWC’ means the Inter-
national Boundary and Water Commission, an agency 
of the Department of State. 

‘‘(3) INDIAN TRIBE.—The term ‘Indian tribe’ means 
an Indian tribe, band, nation, or other organized 
group or community— 

‘‘(A) that is recognized as eligible for the special 
programs and services provided by the United 
States to Indians because of their status as Indians; 
and 

‘‘(B) the reservation of which includes a trans-
boundary aquifer within the exterior boundaries of 
the reservation. 
‘‘(4) PARTICIPATING STATE.—The term ‘Participating 

State’ means each of the States of Arizona, New Mex-
ico, and Texas. 

‘‘(5) PRIORITY TRANSBOUNDARY AQUIFER.—The term 
‘priority transboundary aquifer’ means a trans-
boundary aquifer that has been designated for study 
and analysis under the program. 

‘‘(6) PROGRAM.—The term ‘program’ means the 
United States-Mexico transboundary aquifer assess-
ment program established under section 4(a). 

‘‘(7) RESERVATION.—The term ‘reservation’ means 
land that has been set aside or that has been ac-
knowledged as having been set aside by the United 
States for the use of an Indian tribe, the exterior 
boundaries of which are more particularly defined in 
a final tribal treaty, agreement, executive order, Fed-
eral statute, secretarial order, or judicial determina-
tion. 

‘‘(8) SECRETARY.—The term ‘Secretary’ means the 
Secretary of the Interior, acting through the Director 
of the United States Geological Survey. 

‘‘(9) TRANSBOUNDARY AQUIFER.—The term ‘trans-
boundary aquifer’ means an aquifer that underlies 
the boundary between a Participating State and Mex-
ico. 

‘‘(10) TRI-REGIONAL PLANNING GROUP.—The term 
‘Tri-Regional Planning Group’ means the binational 
planning group comprised of— 

‘‘(A) the Junta Municipal de Agua y Saneamiento 
de Ciudad Juarez; 

‘‘(B) the El Paso Water Utilities Public Service 
Board; and 

‘‘(C) the Lower Rio Grande Water Users Organiza-
tion. 
‘‘(11) WATER RESOURCES RESEARCH INSTITUTES.—The 

term ‘water resources research institutes’ means the 
institutes within the Participating States established 
under section 104 of the Water Resources Research 
Act of 1984 (42 U.S.C. 10303). 

‘‘SEC. 4. ESTABLISHMENT OF PROGRAM. 

‘‘(a) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary, in consultation and 
cooperation with the Participating States, the water 
resources research institutes, Sandia National Labora-
tories, and other appropriate entities in the United 
States and Mexico, and the IBWC, as appropriate, shall 
carry out the United States-Mexico transboundary aq-
uifer assessment program to characterize, map, and 
model priority transboundary aquifers along the United 
States-Mexico border at a level of detail determined to 
be appropriate for the particular aquifer. 

‘‘(b) OBJECTIVES.—The objectives of the program are 
to— 

‘‘(1) develop and implement an integrated scientific 
approach to identify and assess priority trans-
boundary aquifers, including— 

‘‘(A) for purposes of subsection (c)(2), specifying 
priority transboundary aquifers for further analysis 
by assessing— 

‘‘(i) the proximity of a proposed priority trans-
boundary aquifer to areas of high population den-
sity; 

‘‘(ii) the extent to which a proposed priority 
transboundary aquifer would be used; 
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