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1 So in original. Probably should be followed by a period. 
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SUBCHAPTER I—FINDINGS, 
DECLARATIONS, AND DEFINITIONS 

§ 5121. Congressional findings and declarations 

(a) The Congress hereby finds and declares 
that— 

(1) because disasters often cause loss of life, 
human suffering, loss of income, and property 
loss and damage; and 

(2) because disasters often disrupt the nor-
mal functioning of governments and commu-
nities, and adversely affect individuals and 
families with great severity; 

special measures, designed to assist the efforts 
of the affected States in expediting the render-
ing of aid, assistance, and emergency services, 
and the reconstruction and rehabilitation of 
devastated areas, are necessary. 

(b) It is the intent of the Congress, by this 
chapter, to provide an orderly and continuing 
means of assistance by the Federal Government 
to State and local governments in carrying out 
their responsibilities to alleviate the suffering 
and damage which result from such disasters 
by— 

(1) revising and broadening the scope of ex-
isting disaster relief programs; 

(2) encouraging the development of compre-
hensive disaster preparedness and assistance 
plans, programs, capabilities, and organiza-
tions by the States and by local governments; 

(3) achieving greater coordination and re-
sponsiveness of disaster preparedness and re-
lief programs; 

(4) encouraging individuals, States, and local 
governments to protect themselves by obtain-
ing insurance coverage to supplement or re-
place governmental assistance; 

(5) encouraging hazard mitigation measures 
to reduce losses from disasters, including de-
velopment of land use and construction regu-
lations; and 

(6) providing Federal assistance programs 
for both public and private losses sustained in 
disasters 1 

(Pub. L. 93–288, title I, § 101, May 22, 1974, 88 Stat. 
143; Pub. L. 100–707, title I, § 103(a), Nov. 23, 1988, 
102 Stat. 4689.) 

REFERENCES IN TEXT 

This chapter, referred to in subsec. (b), was in the 
original ‘‘this Act’’, meaning Pub. L. 93–288, May 22, 
1974, 88 Stat. 143. For complete classification of this 
Act to the Code, see Short Title note set out below and 
Tables. 

AMENDMENTS 

1988—Subsec. (b)(7). Pub. L. 100–707 struck out par. (7) 
expressing Congressional intent to provide disaster as-
sistance through a long-range economic recovery pro-
gram for major disaster areas. 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 2018 AMENDMENT 

Pub. L. 115–254, div. D, § 1202, Oct. 5, 2018, 132 Stat. 
3438, provided that: 

‘‘(a) APPLICABILITY FOR STAFFORD ACT.—Except as 
otherwise expressly provided, the amendments in this 
division [see section 1201 of Pub. L. 115–254, set out as 
a Short Title of 2018 Amendment note below] to the 
Robert T. Stafford Disaster Relief and Emergency As-
sistance Act (42 U.S.C. 5121 et seq.) apply to each major 
disaster and emergency declared by the President on or 
after August 1, 2017, under the Robert T. Stafford Disas-
ter Relief and Emergency Assistance Act. 

‘‘(b) DIVISION APPLICABILITY.—Except as otherwise ex-
pressly provided, the authorities provided under this di-
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