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AMENDMENTS 

2019—Subsec. (p). Pub. L. 116–48 added subsec. (p). 

§ 5165g. National veterinary emergency teams 

(a) In general 

The Administrator of the Federal Emergency 
Management Agency may establish one or more 
national veterinary emergency teams at accred-
ited colleges of veterinary medicine. 

(b) Responsibilities 

A national veterinary emergency team shall— 
(1) deploy with a team of the National Urban 

Search and Rescue Response System to assist 
with— 

(A) veterinary care of canine search teams; 
(B) locating and treating companion ani-

mals, service animals, livestock, and other 
animals; and 

(C) surveillance and treatment of zoonotic 
diseases; 

(2) recruit, train, and certify veterinary pro-
fessionals, including veterinary students, in 
accordance with an established set of plans 
and standard operating guidelines to carry out 
the duties associated with planning for and re-
sponding to major disasters and emergencies 
as described in paragraph (1); 

(3) assist State governments, Indian tribal 
governments, local governments, and non-
profit organizations in developing emergency 
management and evacuation plans that ac-
count for the care and rescue of animals and in 
improving local readiness for providing veteri-
nary medical response during an emergency or 
major disaster; and 

(4) coordinate with the Department of Home-
land Security, the Department of Health and 
Human Services, the Department of Agri-
culture, State, local, and Indian tribal govern-
ments (including departments of animal and 
human health), veterinary and health care 
professionals, and volunteers. 

(Pub. L. 115–254, div. D, § 1218, Oct. 5, 2018, 132 
Stat. 3452.) 

CODIFICATION 

Section was enacted as part of the Disaster Recovery 
Reform Act of 2018 and as part of the FAA Reauthoriza-
tion Act of 2018, and not as part of the Robert T. Staf-
ford Disaster Relief and Emergency Assistance Act 
which comprises this chapter. 

EFFECTIVE DATE 

Authorities provided under div. D of Pub. L. 115–254, 
which enacted this section, applicable to each major 
disaster and emergency declared by the President 
under Pub. L. 93–288 on or after Jan. 1, 2016, except as 
otherwise provided, see section 1202(b) of Pub. L. 
115–254, set out in an Effective Date of 2018 Amendment 
note under section 5121 of this title. 

DEFINITIONS 

For definition of ‘‘State’’ as used in this section, see 
section 1203 of Pub. L. 115–254, set out as a note under 
section 5122 of this title. 

SUBCHAPTER IV—MAJOR DISASTER 
ASSISTANCE PROGRAMS 

§ 5170. Procedure for declaration 

(a) In general 

All requests for a declaration by the President 
that a major disaster exists shall be made by the 

Governor of the affected State. Such a request 
shall be based on a finding that the disaster is of 
such severity and magnitude that effective re-
sponse is beyond the capabilities of the State 
and the affected local governments and that 
Federal assistance is necessary. As part of such 
request, and as a prerequisite to major disaster 
assistance under this chapter, the Governor 
shall take appropriate response action under 
State law and direct execution of the State’s 
emergency plan. The Governor shall furnish in-
formation on the nature and amount of State 
and local resources which have been or will be 
committed to alleviating the results of the dis-
aster, and shall certify that, for the current dis-
aster, State and local government obligations 
and expenditures (of which State commitments 
must be a significant proportion) will comply 
with all applicable cost-sharing requirements of 
this chapter. Based on the request of a Governor 
under this section, the President may declare 
under this chapter that a major disaster or 
emergency exists. 

(b) Indian tribal government requests 

(1) In general 

The Chief Executive of an affected Indian 
tribal government may submit a request for a 
declaration by the President that a major dis-
aster exists consistent with the requirements 
of subsection (a). 

(2) References 

In implementing assistance authorized by 
the President under this chapter in response 
to a request of the Chief Executive of an af-
fected Indian tribal government for a major 
disaster declaration, any reference in this sub-
chapter or subchapter III (except sections 5153 
and 5165d of this title) to a State or the Gov-
ernor of a State is deemed to refer to an af-
fected Indian tribal government or the Chief 
Executive of an affected Indian tribal govern-
ment, as appropriate. 

(3) Savings provision 

Nothing in this subsection shall prohibit an 
Indian tribal government from receiving as-
sistance under this subchapter through a dec-
laration made by the President at the request 
of a State under subsection (a) if the President 
does not make a declaration under this sub-
section for the same incident. 

(c) Cost share adjustments for Indian tribal gov-
ernments 

(1) In general 

In providing assistance to an Indian tribal 
government under this subchapter, the Presi-
dent may waive or adjust any payment of a 
non-Federal contribution with respect to the 
assistance if— 

(A) the President has the authority to 
waive or adjust the payment under another 
provision of this subchapter; and 

(B) the President determines that the 
waiver or adjustment is necessary and ap-
propriate. 

(2) Criteria for making determinations 

The President shall establish criteria for 
making determinations under paragraph 
(1)(B). 
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