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‘‘(a) DEFINITION OF PUBLIC ASSISTANCE GRANT PRO-
GRAM.—The term ‘public assistance grant program’ 
means the public assistance grant program authorized 
under sections 403, 406, 407, 428, and 502(a) of the Robert 
T. Stafford Disaster Relief and Emergency Assistance 
Act (42 U.S.C. 5170b, 5172, 5173, [5189f,] 5192(a)). 

‘‘(b) REVIEW AND BRIEFING.—Not later than 60 days 
after the date of enactment of this Act [Oct. 5, 2018], 
the Administrator [of the Federal Emergency Manage-
ment Agency] shall— 

‘‘(1) conduct a review of the assessment and eligi-
bility process under the public assistance grant pro-
gram with respect to assistance provided for damaged 
underground water infrastructure as a result of a 
major disaster declared under section 401 of such Act 
(42 U.S.C. 5170), including wildfires, and shall include 
the extent to which local technical memoranda, pre-
pared by a local unit of government in consultation 
with the relevant State or Federal agencies, identi-
fied damaged underground water infrastructure that 
should be eligible for the public assistance grant pro-
gram; and 

‘‘(2) provide to the Committee on Homeland Secu-
rity and Governmental Affairs of the Senate and the 
Committee on Transportation and Infrastructure of 
the House of Representatives a briefing on the review 
conducted under paragraph (1). 
‘‘(c) REPORT AND RECOMMENDATIONS.—The Adminis-

trator shall— 
‘‘(1) not later than 180 days after the date of enact-

ment of this Act, issue a report on the review con-
ducted under subsection (b)(1); and 

‘‘(2) not later than 180 days after the date on which 
the Administrator issues the report required under 
paragraph (1), initiate a rulemaking, if appropriate, 
to address any recommendations contained in the re-
port.’’ 
[For definition of ‘‘State’’ as used in section 1245 of 

Pub. L. 115–254, set out above, see section 1203 of Pub. 
L. 115–254, set out as a note under section 5122 of this 
title.] 

§ 5173. Debris removal 

(a) Presidential authority 

The President, whenever he determines it to 
be in the public interest, is authorized— 

(1) through the use of Federal departments, 
agencies, and instrumentalities, to clear de-
bris and wreckage resulting from a major dis-
aster from publicly and privately owned lands 
and waters; and 

(2) to make grants to any State or local gov-
ernment or owner or operator of a private non-
profit facility for the purpose of removing de-
bris or wreckage resulting from a major disas-
ter from publicly or privately owned lands and 
waters. 

(b) Authorization by State or local government; 
indemnification agreement 

No authority under this section shall be exer-
cised unless the affected State or local govern-
ment shall first arrange an unconditional au-
thorization for removal of such debris or wreck-
age from public and private property, and, in the 
case of removal of debris or wreckage from pri-
vate property, shall first agree to indemnify the 
Federal Government against any claim arising 
from such removal. 

(c) Rules relating to large lots 

The President shall issue rules which provide 
for recognition of differences existing among 
urban, suburban, and rural lands in implementa-
tion of this section so as to facilitate adequate 
removal of debris and wreckage from large lots. 

(d) Federal share 

The Federal share of assistance under this sec-
tion shall be not less than 75 percent of the eli-
gible cost of debris and wreckage removal car-
ried out under this section. 

(e) Expedited payments 

(1) Grant assistance 

In making a grant under subsection (a)(2), 
the President shall provide not less than 50 
percent of the President’s initial estimate of 
the Federal share of assistance as an initial 
payment in accordance with paragraph (2). 

(2) Date of payment 

Not later than 60 days after the date of the 
estimate described in paragraph (1) and not 
later than 90 days after the date on which the 
State or local government or owner or opera-
tor of a private nonprofit facility applies for 
assistance under this section, an initial pay-
ment described in paragraph (1) shall be paid. 

(Pub. L. 93–288, title IV, § 407, formerly § 403, May 
22, 1974, 88 Stat. 154; renumbered § 407 and 
amended Pub. L. 100–707, title I, § 106(c), Nov. 23, 
1988, 102 Stat. 4701; Pub. L. 109–347, title VI, § 610, 
Oct. 13, 2006, 120 Stat. 1942.) 

PRIOR PROVISIONS 

A prior section 407 of Pub. L. 93–288 was renumbered 
section 410 by Pub. L. 100–707 and is classified to section 
5177 of this title. 

AMENDMENTS 

2006—Subsec. (e). Pub. L. 109–347 added subsec. (e). 
1988—Subsec. (a)(2). Pub. L. 100–707, § 106(c)(2), in-

serted ‘‘or owner or operator of a private nonprofit fa-
cility’’ after ‘‘local government’’. 

Subsecs. (c), (d). Pub. L. 100–707, § 106(c)(3), added sub-
secs. (c) and (d). 

§ 5174. Federal assistance to individuals and 
households 

(a) In general 

(1) Provision of assistance 

In accordance with this section, the Presi-
dent, in consultation with the Governor of a 
State, may provide financial assistance, and, 
if necessary, direct services, to individuals and 
households in the State who, as a direct result 
of a major disaster, have necessary expenses 
and serious needs in cases in which the indi-
viduals and households are unable to meet 
such expenses or needs through other means. 

(2) Relationship to other assistance 

Under paragraph (1), an individual or house-
hold shall not be denied assistance under para-
graph (1), (3), or (4) of subsection (c) solely on 
the basis that the individual or household has 
not applied for or received any loan or other 
financial assistance from the Small Business 
Administration or any other Federal agency. 

(b) Housing assistance 

(1) Eligibility 

The President may provide financial or 
other assistance under this section to individ-
uals and households to respond to the disaster- 
related housing needs of individuals and 
households who are displaced from their 
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