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(a) shall address circumstances under which disclosure 
of substance use disorder patient records is needed to— 

‘‘(1) facilitate communication between substance 
use disorder treatment providers and other health 
care providers to promote and provide the best pos-
sible integrated care; 

‘‘(2) avoid inappropriate prescribing that can lead 
to dangerous drug interactions, overdose, or relapse; 
and 

‘‘(3) notify and involve families and caregivers 
when individuals experience an overdose. 
‘‘(c) PERIODIC UPDATES.—The Secretary shall— 

‘‘(1) periodically review and update the model pro-
gram and materials identified or developed under 
subsection (a); and 

‘‘(2) disseminate such updated programs and mate-
rials to the individuals described in subsection (a)(1). 
‘‘(d) INPUT OF CERTAIN ENTITIES.—In identifying, re-

viewing, or updating the model programs and materials 
under this section, the Secretary shall solicit the input 
of relevant stakeholders. 

‘‘(e) AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS.—There is au-
thorized to be appropriated to carry out this section— 

‘‘(1) $4,000,000 for fiscal year 2019; 
‘‘(2) $2,000,000 for each of fiscal years 2020 and 2021; 

and 
‘‘(3) $1,000,000 for each of fiscal years 2022 and 2023.’’ 

REPORT OF ADMINISTRATOR OF VETERANS’ AFFAIRS TO 
CONGRESSIONAL COMMITTEES; PUBLICATION IN FED-
ERAL REGISTER 

Pub. L. 93–282, title I, § 121(b), May 14, 1974, 88 Stat. 
131, which directed Administrator of Veterans’ Affairs 
to submit to appropriate committees of House of Rep-
resentatives and Senate a full report (1) on regulations 
(including guidelines, policies, and procedures there-
under) he had prescribed pursuant to section 321(b)(2) of 
Comprehensive Alcohol Abuse and Alcoholism Preven-
tion, Treatment, and Rehabilitation Act of 1970 [former 
42 U.S.C. 290dd–2(b)(2)], (2) explaining bases for any in-
consistency between such regulations and regulations 
of Secretary under section 321(b)(1) of such Act [42 
U.S.C. 290dd–2(b)(1)], (3) on extent, substance, and re-
sults of his consultations with Secretary respecting 
prescribing and implementation of Administrator’s reg-
ulations, and (4) containing such recommendations for 
legislation and administrative actions as he deter-
mined were necessary and desirable, with Adminis-
trator to submit report not later than sixty days after 
effective date of regulations prescribed by Secretary 
under such section 321(b)(1) [42 U.S.C. 290dd–2(b)(1)], and 
to publish such report in Federal Register, was charac-
terized by section 111(c)(5) of Pub. L. 94–581 as having 
been superseded by section 4134 [now 7334] of Title 38, 
Veterans’ Benefits. 

§ 290dd–2a. Promoting access to information on 
evidence-based programs and practices 

(a) In general 

The Assistant Secretary shall, as appropriate, 
improve access to reliable and valid information 
on evidence-based programs and practices, in-
cluding information on the strength of evidence 
associated with such programs and practices, re-
lated to mental and substance use disorders for 
States, local communities, nonprofit entities, 
and other stakeholders, by posting on the Inter-
net website of the Administration information 
on evidence-based programs and practices that 
have been reviewed by the Assistant Secretary 
in accordance with the requirements of this sec-
tion. 

(b) Applications 

(1) Application period 

In carrying out subsection (a), the Assistant 
Secretary may establish a period for the sub-

mission of applications for evidence-based pro-
grams and practices to be posted publicly in 
accordance with subsection (a). 

(2) Notice 

In establishing the application period under 
paragraph (1), the Assistant Secretary shall 
provide for the public notice of such applica-
tion period in the Federal Register. Such no-
tice may solicit applications for evidence- 
based programs and practices to address gaps 
in information identified by the Assistant Sec-
retary, the National Mental Health and Sub-
stance Use Policy Laboratory established 
under section 290aa–0 of this title, or the As-
sistant Secretary for Planning and Evalua-
tion, including pursuant to the evaluation and 
recommendations under section 6021 of the 
Helping Families in Mental Health Crisis Re-
form Act of 2016 or priorities identified in the 
strategic plan under section 290aa(l) of this 
title. 

(c) Requirements 

The Assistant Secretary may establish mini-
mum requirements for the applications submit-
ted under subsection (b), including applications 
related to the submission of research and eval-
uation. 

(d) Review and rating 

(1) In general 

The Assistant Secretary shall review appli-
cations prior to public posting in accordance 
with subsection (a), and may prioritize the re-
view of applications for evidence-based pro-
grams and practices that are related to topics 
included in the notice provided under sub-
section (b)(2). 

(2) System 

In carrying out paragraph (1), the Assistant 
Secretary may utilize a rating and review sys-
tem, which may include information on the 
strength of evidence associated with the evi-
dence-based programs and practices and a rat-
ing of the methodological rigor of the research 
supporting the applications. 

(3) Public access to metrics and rating 

The Assistant Secretary shall make the 
metrics used to evaluate applications under 
this section, and any resulting ratings of such 
applications, publicly available. 

(July 1, 1944, ch. 373, title V, § 543A, as added 
Pub. L. 114–255, div. B, title VII, § 7002, Dec. 13, 
2016, 130 Stat. 1222.) 

REFERENCES IN TEXT 

Section 6021 of the Helping Families in Mental Health 
Crisis Reform Act of 2016, referred to in subsec. (b)(2), 
is section 6021 of Pub. L. 114–255, which is set out as a 
note under section 290aa of this title. 

§ 290dd–3. Grants for reducing overdose deaths 

(a) Establishment 

(1) In general 

The Secretary shall award grants to eligible 
entities to expand access to drugs or devices 
approved or cleared under the Federal Food, 
Drug, and Cosmetic Act [21 U.S.C. 301 et seq.] 
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