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NATIONAL COMMISSION TO PREVENT INFANT MORTALITY; 
COMPOSITION; VOLUNTARY SERVICES; DURATION 

Pub. L. 100–436, title IV, Sept. 20, 1988, 102 Stat. 1709, 
provided that the National Commission to Prevent In-
fant Mortality was to be composed of sixteen members, 
including seven at large members, and that it had 
power to accept voluntary and uncompensated services, 
notwithstanding section 1342 of title 31, and was to con-
tinue operating, notwithstanding sections 208 and 209 of 
Pub. L. 99–660 (formerly set out below). 

NATIONAL COMMISSION TO PREVENT INFANT MORTALITY 

Pub. L. 99–660, title II, Nov. 14, 1986, 100 Stat. 3752, 
known as the National Commission to Prevent Infant 
Mortality Act of 1986, established National Commission 
to Prevent Infant Mortality to examine and make rec-
ommendation on government and private resources, 
policies, and programs which impact on infant mortal-
ity, required Commission to submit recommendations 
to President and Congress no later than one year after 
Nov. 14, 1986, and terminated Commission 90 days after 
submission of recommendations. 

DEFINITIONS 

For meaning of references to an intellectual disabil-
ity and to individuals with intellectual disabilities in 
provisions amended by section 2 of Pub. L. 111–256, see 
section 2(k) of Pub. L. 111–256, set out as a note under 
section 1400 of Title 20, Education. 

§ 285g–1. Sudden infant death syndrome research 

The Director of the Institute shall conduct 
and support research which specifically relates 
to sudden infant death syndrome. 

(July 1, 1944, ch. 373, title IV, § 449, as added Pub. 
L. 99–158, § 2, Nov. 20, 1985, 99 Stat. 856.) 

§ 285g–2. Research on intellectual disabilities 

The Director of the Institute shall conduct 
and support research and related activities into 
the causes, prevention, and treatment of intel-
lectual disabilities. 

(July 1, 1944, ch. 373, title IV, § 450, as added Pub. 
L. 99–158, § 2, Nov. 20, 1985, 99 Stat. 856; amended 
Pub. L. 111–256, § 2(f)(3), Oct. 5, 2010, 124 Stat. 
2644.) 

AMENDMENTS 

2010—Pub. L. 111–256 amended section generally. Prior 
to amendment, text read as follows: ‘‘The Director of 
the Institute shall conduct and support research and 
related activities into the causes, prevention, and 
treatment of mental retardation.’’ 

DEFINITIONS 

For meaning of references to an intellectual disabil-
ity and to individuals with intellectual disabilities in 
provisions amended by section 2 of Pub. L. 111–256, see 
section 2(k) of Pub. L. 111–256, set out as a note under 
section 1400 of Title 20, Education. 

§ 285g–3. Associate Director for Prevention; ap-
pointment; function 

There shall be in the Institute an Associate 
Director for Prevention to coordinate and pro-
mote the programs in the Institute concerning 
the prevention of health problems of mothers 
and children. The Associate Director shall be ap-
pointed by the Director of the Institute from in-
dividuals who because of their professional 
training or experience are experts in public 
health or preventive medicine. 

(July 1, 1944, ch. 373, title IV, § 451, as added Pub. 
L. 99–158, § 2, Nov. 20, 1985, 99 Stat. 856; amended 

Pub. L. 105–362, title VI, § 601(a)(1)(E), Nov. 10, 
1998, 112 Stat. 3285.) 

AMENDMENTS 

1998—Pub. L. 105–362 struck out subsec. (a) designa-
tion and struck out subsec. (b) which read as follows: 
‘‘The Associate Director for Prevention shall prepare 
for inclusion in the biennial report made under section 
284b of this title a description of the prevention activi-
ties of the Institute, including a description of the staff 
and resources allocated to those activities.’’ 

§ 285g–4. National Center for Medical Rehabilita-
tion Research 

(a) Establishment of Center 

There shall be in the Institute an agency to be 
known as the National Center for Medical Reha-
bilitation Research (hereafter in this section re-
ferred to as the ‘‘Center’’). The Director of the 
Institute shall appoint a qualified individual to 
serve as Director of the Center. The Director of 
the Center shall report directly to the Director 
of the Institute. 

(b) Purpose 

The general purpose of the Center is the con-
duct, support, and coordination of research and 
research training (including research on the de-
velopment of orthotic and prosthetic devices), 
the dissemination of health information, and 
other programs with respect to the rehabilita-
tion of individuals with physical disabilities re-
sulting from diseases or disorders of the neuro-
logical, musculoskeletal, cardiovascular, pul-
monary, or any other physiological system 
(hereafter in this section referred to as ‘‘medical 
rehabilitation’’). 

(c) Authority of Director 

(1) In carrying out the purpose described in 
subsection (b), the Director of the Center may— 

(A) provide for clinical trials regarding med-
ical rehabilitation; 

(B) provide for research regarding model sys-
tems of medical rehabilitation; 

(C) coordinate the activities within the Cen-
ter with similar activities of other agencies of 
the Federal Government, including the other 
agencies of the National Institutes of Health, 
and with similar activities of other public en-
tities and of private entities; 

(D) support multidisciplinary medical reha-
bilitation research conducted or supported by 
more than one such agency; 

(E) in consultation with the advisory council 
for the Institute and with the approval of the 
Director of NIH— 

(i) establish technical and scientific peer 
review groups in addition to those appointed 
under section 282(b)(16) of this title; and 

(ii) appoint the members of peer review 
groups established under subparagraph (A); 
and 

(F) support medical rehabilitation research 
and training centers. 

The Federal Advisory Committee Act shall not 
apply to the duration of a peer review group ap-
pointed under subparagraph (E). 

(2) In carrying out this section, the Director of 
the Center may make grants and enter into co-
operative agreements and contracts. 
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