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Subsec. (k). Pub. L. 115–270, § 2005(1), (2), redesignated 
subsec. (j) as (k) and substituted ‘‘subsections (a) 
through (j) of this section’’ for ‘‘this section’’. 

Subsec. (l). Pub. L. 115–270, § 2005(4), added subsec. (l). 

§ 300j–19b. Reducing lead in drinking water 

(a) Definitions 

In this section: 

(1) Eligible entity 

The term ‘‘eligible entity’’ means— 
(A) a community water system; 
(B) a water system located in an area gov-

erned by an Indian Tribe; 
(C) a nontransient noncommunity water 

system; 
(D) a qualified nonprofit organization, as 

determined by the Administrator, servicing 
a public water system; and 

(E) a municipality or State, interstate, or 
intermunicipal agency. 

(2) Lead reduction project 

(A) In general 

The term ‘‘lead reduction project’’ means 
a project or activity the primary purpose of 
which is to reduce the concentration of lead 
in water for human consumption by— 

(i) replacement of publicly owned lead 
service lines; 

(ii) testing, planning, or other relevant 
activities, as determined by the Adminis-
trator, to identify and address conditions 
(including corrosion control) that contrib-
ute to increased concentration of lead in 
water for human consumption; and 

(iii) providing assistance to low-income 
homeowners to replace lead service lines. 

(B) Limitation 

The term ‘‘lead reduction project’’ does 
not include a partial lead service line re-
placement if, at the conclusion of the service 
line replacement, drinking water is delivered 
to a household through a publicly or pri-
vately owned portion of a lead service line. 

(3) Low-income 

The term ‘‘low-income’’, with respect to an 
individual provided assistance under this sec-
tion, has such meaning as may be given the 
term by the Governor of the State in which 
the eligible entity is located, based upon the 
affordability criteria established by the State 
under section 300j–12(d)(3) of this title. 

(4) Lead service line 

The term ‘‘lead service line’’ means a pipe 
and its fittings, which are not lead free (as de-
fined in section 300g–6(d) of this title), that 
connect the drinking water main to the build-
ing inlet. 

(5) Nontransient noncommunity water system 

The term ‘‘nontransient noncommunity 
water system’’ means a public water system 
that is not a community water system and 
that regularly serves at least 25 of the same 
persons over 6 months per year. 

(b) Grant program 

(1) Establishment 

The Administrator shall establish a grant 
program to provide assistance to eligible enti-

ties for lead reduction projects in the United 
States. 

(2) Precondition 

As a condition of receipt of assistance under 
this section, an eligible entity shall take steps 
to identify— 

(A) the source of lead in the public water 
system that is subject to human consump-
tion; and 

(B) the means by which the proposed lead 
reduction project would meaningfully reduce 
the concentration of lead in water provided 
for human consumption by the applicable 
public water system. 

(3) Priority application 

In providing grants under this subsection, 
the Administrator shall give priority to an eli-
gible entity that— 

(A) the Administrator determines, based 
on affordability criteria established by the 
State under section 300j–12(d)(3) of this title, 
to be a disadvantaged community; and 

(B) proposes to— 
(i) carry out a lead reduction project at 

a public water system or nontransient 
noncommunity water system that has ex-
ceeded the lead action level established by 
the Administrator under section 300g–1 of 
this title at any time during the 3-year pe-
riod preceding the date of submission of 
the application of the eligible entity; or 

(ii) address lead levels in water for 
human consumption at a school, daycare, 
or other facility that primarily serves 
children or other vulnerable human sub-
population described in section 
300j–18(a)(1) of this title. 

(4) Cost sharing 

(A) In general 

Subject to subparagraph (B), the non-Fed-
eral share of the total cost of a project fund-
ed by a grant under this subsection shall be 
not less than 20 percent. 

(B) Waiver 

The Administrator may reduce or elimi-
nate the non-Federal share under subpara-
graph (A) for reasons of affordability, as the 
Administrator determines to be appropriate. 

(5) Low-income assistance 

(A) In general 

Subject to subparagraph (B), an eligible 
entity may use a grant provided under this 
subsection to provide assistance to low-in-
come homeowners to replace the lead service 
lines of such homeowners. 

(B) Limitation 

The amount of a grant provided to a low- 
income homeowner under this paragraph 
shall not exceed the standard cost of re-
placement of the privately owned portion of 
the lead service line. 

(6) Special consideration for lead service line 
replacement 

In carrying out lead service line replacement 
using a grant under this subsection, an eligible 
entity— 
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(A) shall notify customers of the replace-
ment of any publicly owned portion of the 
lead service line; 

(B) may, in the case of a homeowner who 
is not low-income, offer to replace the pri-
vately owned portion of the lead service line 
at the cost of replacement for that home-
owner’s property; 

(C) may, in the case of a low-income home-
owner, offer to replace the privately owned 
portion of the lead service line at a cost that 
is equal to the difference between— 

(i) the cost of replacement; and 
(ii) the amount of assistance available to 

the low-income homeowner under para-
graph (5); 

(D) shall notify each customer that a 
planned replacement of any publicly owned 
portion of a lead service line that is funded 
by a grant made under this subsection will 
not be carried out unless the customer 
agrees to the simultaneous replacement of 
the privately owned portion of the lead serv-
ice line; and 

(E) shall demonstrate that the eligible en-
tity has considered other options for reduc-
ing the concentration of lead in its drinking 
water, including an evaluation of options for 
corrosion control. 

(c) Limitation on use of funds 

Not more than 4 percent of funds made avail-
able for grants under this section may be used to 
pay the administrative costs of the Adminis-
trator. 

(d) Authorization of appropriations 

There is authorized to be appropriated to 
carry out this section $60,000,000 for each of fis-
cal years 2017 through 2021. 

(e) Savings clause 

Nothing in this section affects whether a pub-
lic water system is responsible for the replace-
ment of a lead service line that is— 

(1) subject to the control of the public water 
system; and 

(2) located on private property. 

(July 1, 1944, ch. 373, title XIV, § 1459B, as added 
Pub. L. 114–322, title II, § 2105, Dec. 16, 2016, 130 
Stat. 1720.) 

§ 300j–19c. Study on intractable water systems 

(a) Definition of intractable water system 

In this section, the term ‘‘intractable water 
system’’ means a community water system or a 
noncommunity water system— 

(1) that serves fewer than 1,000 individuals; 
(2) the owner or operator of which— 

(A) is unable or unwilling to provide safe 
and adequate service to those individuals; 

(B) has abandoned or effectively aban-
doned the community water system or non-
community water system, as applicable; 

(C) has defaulted on a financial obligation 
relating to the community water system or 
noncommunity water system, as applicable; 
or 

(D) fails to maintain the facilities of the 
community water system or noncommunity 

water system, as applicable, in a manner so 
as to prevent a potential public health haz-
ard; and 

(3) that is, as of October 23, 2018— 
(A) in significant noncompliance with this 

chapter or any regulation promulgated pur-
suant to this chapter; or 

(B) listed as having a history of significant 
noncompliance with this subchapter pursu-
ant to section 300g–9(b)(1) of this title. 

(b) Study required 

(1) In general 

Not later than 2 years after October 23, 2018, 
the Administrator, in consultation with the 
Secretary of Agriculture and the Secretary of 
Health and Human Services, shall complete a 
study that— 

(A) identifies intractable water systems; 
and 

(B) describes barriers to delivery of pota-
ble water to individuals served by an intrac-
table water system. 

(2) Report to Congress 

Not later than 2 years after October 23, 2018, 
the Administrator shall submit to Congress a 
report describing findings and recommenda-
tions based on the study under this subsection. 

(July 1, 1944, ch. 373, title XIV, § 1459C, as added 
Pub. L. 115–270, title II, § 2003, Oct. 23, 2018, 132 
Stat. 3841.) 

§ 300j–19d. Review of technologies 

(a) Review 

The Administrator, after consultation with 
appropriate departments and agencies of the 
Federal Government and with State and local 
governments, shall review (or enter into con-
tracts or cooperative agreements to provide for 
a review of) existing and potential methods, 
means, equipment, and technologies (including 
review of cost, availability, and efficacy of such 
methods, means, equipment, and technologies) 
that— 

(1) ensure the physical integrity of commu-
nity water systems; 

(2) prevent, detect, and respond to any con-
taminant for which a national primary drink-
ing water regulation has been promulgated in 
community water systems and source water 
for community water systems; 

(3) allow for use of alternate drinking water 
supplies from nontraditional sources; and 

(4) facilitate source water assessment and 
protection. 

(b) Inclusions 

The review under subsection (a) shall include 
review of methods, means, equipment, and tech-
nologies— 

(1) that are used for corrosion protection, 
metering, leak detection, or protection 
against water loss; 

(2) that are intelligent systems, including 
hardware, software, or other technology, used 
to assist in protection and detection described 
in paragraph (1); 

(3) that are point-of-use devices or point-of- 
entry devices; 
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