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(1) the needs of a viable society depend on an 
ample supply of energy; 

(2) the current imbalance between domestic 
supply and demand for fuels and energy is 
likely to persist for some time; 

(3) dependence on nonrenewable energy re-
sources cannot be continued indefinitely, par-
ticularly at current rates of consumption; 

(4) it is in the Nation’s interest to expedite 
the long-term development of renewable and 
nonpolluting energy resources, such as solar 
energy; 

(5) the various solar energy technologies are 
today at widely differing stages of develop-
ment, with some already near the stage of 
commercial application and others still re-
quiring basic research; 

(6) the early development and export of via-
ble equipment utilizing solar energy, consist-
ent with the established preeminence of the 
United States in the field of high technology 
products, can make a valuable contribution to 
our balance of trade; 

(7) the mass production and use of equip-
ment utilizing solar energy will help to elimi-
nate the dependence of the United States upon 
foreign energy sources and promote the na-
tional defense; 

(8) to date, the national effort in research, 
development, and demonstration activities re-
lating to the utilization of solar energy has 
been extremely limited; therefore 

(9) the urgency of the Nation’s critical en-
ergy shortages and the need to make clean and 
renewable energy alternatives commercially 
viable require that the Nation undertake an 
intensive research, development, and dem-
onstration program with an estimated Federal 
investment which may reach or exceed 
$1,000,000,000. 

(b) The Congress declares that it is the policy 
of the Federal Government to— 

(1) pursue a vigorous and viable program of 
research and resource assessment of solar en-
ergy as a major source of energy for our na-
tional needs; and 

(2) provide for the development and dem-
onstration of practicable means to employ 
solar energy on a commercial scale. 

(Pub. L. 93–473, § 2, Oct. 26, 1974, 88 Stat. 1431.) 

SHORT TITLE 

For short title of Pub. L. 93–473, which enacted this 
subchapter, as the ‘‘Solar Energy Research, Develop-
ment, and Demonstration Act of 1974’’, see section 1 of 
Pub. L. 93–473, set out as a note under section 5501 of 
this title. 

§ 5552. Definitions 

For the purposes of this subchapter— 
(1) the term ‘‘solar energy’’ means energy 

which has recently originated in the Sun, in-
cluding direct and indirect solar radiation and 
intermediate solar energy forms such as wind, 
sea thermal gradients, products of photosyn-
thetic processes, organic wastes, and others; 

(2) the term ‘‘byproducts’’ includes, with re-
spect to any solar energy technology or proc-
ess, any solar energy products (including en-
ergy forms) other than those associated with 

or constituting the primary product of such 
technology or process; 

(3) the term ‘‘insolation’’ means the rate at 
which solar energy is received at the surface 
of the Earth; 

(4) the term ‘‘Project’’ means the Solar En-
ergy Coordination and Management Project; 
and 

(5) the term ‘‘Chairman’’ means the Chair-
man of the Project. 

(Pub. L. 93–473, § 3, Oct. 26, 1974, 88 Stat. 1431.) 

§ 5553. Solar Energy Coordination and Manage-
ment Project 

(a) Establishment 

There is hereby established the Solar Energy 
Coordination and Management Project. 

(b) Membership; chairman; compensation 

(1) The Project shall be composed of six mem-
bers as follows: 

(A) an Assistant Director of the National 
Science Foundation; 

(B) an Assistant Secretary of Housing and 
Urban Development; 

(C) a member of the Federal Power Commis-
sion; 

(D) an Associate Administrator of the Na-
tional Aeronautics and Space Administration; 

(E) the General Manager of the Atomic En-
ergy Commission; and 

(F) a member to be designated by the Presi-
dent. 

(2) The President shall designate one member 
of the Project to serve as Chairman of the 
Project. 

(3) If the individual designated under para-
graph (1)(F) is an officer or employee of the Fed-
eral Government, he shall receive no additional 
pay on account of his service as a member of the 
Project. If such individual is not an officer or 
employee of the Federal Government, he shall 
be entitled to receive the daily equivalent of the 
annual rate of basic pay in effect for level IV of 
the Executive Schedule (5 U.S.C. 5315) for each 
day (including traveltime) during which he is 
engaged in the actual performance of duties 
vested in the Project. 

(c) Responsibilities 

The Project shall have overall responsibility 
for the provision of effective management and 
coordination with respect to a national solar en-
ergy research, development, and demonstration 
program, including— 

(1) the determination and evaluation of the 
resource base, including its temporal and geo-
graphic characteristics; 

(2) research and development on solar energy 
technologies; and 

(3) the demonstration of appropriate solar 
energy technologies. 

(d) Cooperation with other Federal agencies; as-
signment of other Federal agency personnel 
to Project 

(1) The Project shall carry out its responsibil-
ities under this section in cooperation with the 
following Federal agencies: 

(A) the National Science Foundation, the re-
sponsibilities of which shall include research; 
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