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1 See References in Text note below. 

reorganize the field activities and management of the 
national security functions of the Department of En-
ergy and shall submit such plan to the Congress not 
later than 120 days after the date of enactment of this 
Act [Sept. 30, 1996]. The plan will specifically identify 
all significant functions performed by the Depart-
ment’s national security operations and area offices 
and make recommendations as to where those func-
tions should be performed.’’ 

Pub. L. 104–201, div. C, title XXXI, § 3140, Sept. 23, 
1996, 110 Stat. 2833, which was formerly set out as a 
note under this section, was renumbered section 4102 of 
Pub. L. 107–314, the Bob Stump National Defense Au-
thorization Act for Fiscal Year 2003, by Pub. L. 108–136, 
div. C, title XXXI, § 3141(d)(3)(A)–(C), Nov. 24, 2003, 117 
Stat. 1757, and is classified to section 2512 of Title 50, 
War and National Defense. 

§ 7253. Reorganization 

(a) Subject to subsection (b), the Secretary is 
authorized to establish, alter, consolidate or dis-
continue such organizational units or compo-
nents within the Department as he may deem to 
be necessary or appropriate. Such authority 
shall not extend to the abolition of organiza-
tional units or components established by this 
chapter, or to the transfer of functions vested by 
this chapter in any organizational unit or com-
ponent. 

(b) The authority of the Secretary to estab-
lish, abolish, alter, consolidate, or discontinue 
any organizational unit or component of the Na-
tional Nuclear Security Administration is gov-
erned by the provisions of section 2409 of title 50. 

(c) The authority of the Secretary under sub-
section (a) does not apply to the National Nu-
clear Security Administration. The correspond-
ing authority that applies to the Administration 
is set forth in section 2402(e) 1 of title 50. 

(Pub. L. 95–91, title VI, § 643, Aug. 4, 1977, 91 Stat. 
599; Pub. L. 106–377, § 1(a)(2) [title III, § 314(b)], 
Oct. 27, 2000, 114 Stat. 1441, 1441A–81; Pub. L. 
106–398, § 1 [div. C, title XXXI, § 3159(b)], Oct. 30, 
2000, 114 Stat. 1654, 1654A–470; Pub. L. 112–239, 
div. C, title XXXI, § 3132(e), Jan. 2, 2013, 126 Stat. 
2187.) 

REFERENCES IN TEXT 

This chapter, referred to in subsec. (a), was in the 
original ‘‘this Act’’, meaning Pub. L. 95–91, Aug. 4, 1977, 
91 Stat. 565, known as the Department of Energy Orga-
nization Act, which is classified principally to this 
chapter. For complete classification of this Act to the 
Code, see Short Title note set out under section 7101 of 
this title and Tables. 

Section 2402(e) of title 50, referred to in subsec. (c), 
probably means the subsec. (e) of section 2402 of title 50 
which relates to reorganization authority and was 
added by Pub. L. 106–398, § 1 [div. C, title XXXI, 
§ 3159(a)], Oct. 30, 2000, 114 Stat. 1654, 1654A–469 and re-
designated section 2402(f) of title 50 by Pub. L. 107–107, 
div. A, title X, § 1048(i)(12), Dec. 28, 2001, 115 Stat. 1230. 

AMENDMENTS 

2013—Subsecs. (b), (c). Pub. L. 112–239 redesignated 
subsec. (b) relating to nonapplicability of authority of 
Secretary to National Nuclear Security Administration 
as (c). 

2000—Subsec. (a). Pub. L. 106–398, § 1 [div. C, title 
XXXI, § 3159(b)(1)], which directed amendment of sec-
tion by substituting ‘‘(a) Except as provided in sub-
section (b), the Secretary’’ for ‘‘The Secretary’’, could 

not be executed because the words ‘‘The Secretary’’ did 
not appear after execution of the amendment by Pub. 
L. 106–377, § 1(a)(2) [title III, § 314(b)(1)]. See below. 

Pub. L. 106–377, § 1(a)(2) [title III, § 314(b)(1)], des-
ignated existing provisions as subsec. (a) and sub-
stituted ‘‘Subject to subsection (b), the Secretary’’ for 
‘‘The Secretary’’. 

Subsec. (b). Pub. L. 106–398, § 1 [div. C, title XXXI, 
§ 3159(b)(2)], added subsec. (b) relating to nonapplicabil-
ity of authority of Secretary under subsec. (a) of this 
section to National Nuclear Security Administration. 

Pub. L. 106–377, § 1(a)(2) [title III, § 314(b)(2)], added 
subsec. (b) relating to authority of Secretary as to Na-
tional Nuclear Security Administration. 

§ 7254. Rules and regulations 

The Secretary is authorized to prescribe such 
procedural and administrative rules and regula-
tions as he may deem necessary or appropriate 
to administer and manage the functions now or 
hereafter vested in him. 

(Pub. L. 95–91, title VI, § 644, Aug. 4, 1977, 91 Stat. 
599.) 

§ 7255. Subpoena 

For the purpose of carrying out the provisions 
of this chapter, the Secretary, or his duly au-
thorized agent or agents, shall have the same 
powers and authorities as the Federal Trade 
Commission under section 49 of title 15 with re-
spect to all functions vested in, or transferred or 
delegated to, the Secretary or such agents by 
this chapter. For purposes of carrying out its re-
sponsibilities under the Natural Gas Policy Act 
of 1978 [15 U.S.C. 3301 et seq.], the Commission 
shall have the same powers and authority as the 
Secretary has under this section. 

(Pub. L. 95–91, title VI, § 645, Aug. 4, 1977, 91 Stat. 
599; Pub. L. 95–621, title V, § 508(a), Nov. 9, 1978, 
92 Stat. 3408.) 

REFERENCES IN TEXT 

This chapter, referred to in text, was in the original 
‘‘this Act’’, meaning Pub. L. 95–91, Aug. 4, 1977, 91 Stat. 
565, known as the Department of Energy Organization 
Act, which is classified principally to this chapter. For 
complete classification of this Act to the Code, see 
Short Title note set out under section 7101 of this title 
and Tables. 

The Natural Gas Policy Act of 1978, referred to in 
text, is Pub. L. 95–621, Nov. 9, 1978, 92 Stat. 3350, which 
is classified generally to chapter 60 (§ 3301 et seq.) of 
Title 15, Commerce and Trade. For complete classifica-
tion of this Act to the Code, see Short Title note set 
out under section 3301 of Title 15 and Tables. 

AMENDMENTS 

1978—Pub. L. 95–621 inserted provision giving the 
Commission the same powers and authority as the Sec-
retary under this section for purposes of carrying out 
its responsibilities under the Natural Gas Policy Act of 
1978. 

§ 7256. Contracts, leases, etc., with public agen-
cies and private organizations and persons 

(a) General authority 

The Secretary is authorized to enter into and 
perform such contracts, leases, cooperative 
agreements, or other similar transactions with 
public agencies and private organizations and 
persons, and to make such payments (in lump 
sum or installments, and by way of advance or 
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