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and provisions of act May 24, 1922, ch. 199, 42 Stat. 556,
and prior acts concerning detail of clerks from office of
one surveyor general to another.

§52. Surveying duties

The Secretary of the Interior or such officer as
he may designate shall engage a sufficient num-
ber of skillful surveyors as his deputies, to
whom he is authorized to administer the nec-
essary oaths upon their appointments. He shall
have authority to frame regulations for their di-
rection, not inconsistent with law or the in-
structions of the Bureau of Land Management,
and to remove them for negligence or mis-
conduct in office.

Second. He shall cause to be surveyed, meas-
ured, and marked, without delay, all base and
meridian lines through such points and perpet-
uated by such monuments, and such other cor-
rection parallels and meridians as may be pre-
scribed by law or by instructions from the Bu-
reau of Land Management, in respect to the pub-
lic lands to which the Indian title has been or
may be extinguished.

Third. He shall cause to be surveyed all pri-
vate land claims after they have been confirmed
by authority of Congress, so far as may be nec-
essary to complete the survey of the public
lands.

Fourth. He shall transmit to the officer, as the
Secretary of the Interior may designate, of the
respective land offices general and particular
plats of all lands surveyed by him for each land
district; and he shall forward copies of such
plats to such officer as the Secretary may des-
ignate.

Fifth. He shall, so far as is compatible with
the desk duties of his office, occasionally in-
spect the surveying operations while in progress
in the field, sufficiently to satisfy himself of the
fidelity of the execution of the work according
to contract, and the actual and necessary ex-
penses incurred by him while so engaged shall be
allowed; and where it is incompatible with his
other duties for the Secretary of the Interior or
such officer as he may designate to devote the
time necessary to make a personal inspection of
the work in progress, then he is authorized to
depute a confidential agent to make such exam-
ination; and the actual and necessary expenses
of such person shall be allowed and paid for that
service, and $5 a day during the examination in
the field; but such examination shall not be pro-
tracted beyond thirty days; and in no case
longer than is actually necessary; and when the
Secretary or such officer, or any person em-
ployed in his office at a regular salary, is en-
gaged in such special service, he shall receive
only his necessary expenses in addition to his
regular salary.

(R.S. §2223; Mar. 3, 1925, ch. 462, 43 Stat. 1144;
1946 Reorg. Plan No. 3, §403, eff. July 16, 1946, 11
F.R. 7876, 60 Stat. 1100.)

CODIFICATION

Provisions different from those of the fifth paragraph
of this section, for inspection of surveying operations,
were made by several Sundry Civil Appropriation Acts,
in connection with the appropriations for surveys and
resurveys, and limited to the expenditure of the par-
ticular appropriation.
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R.S. §2223 derived from acts May 18, 1796, ch. 29, §1,
1 Stat. 464; Apr. 29, 1816, ch. 151, §1, 3 Stat. 325; Mar. 3,
1831, ch. 116, §1, 4 Stat. 492; Mar. 3, 1853, ch. 145, §§3, 10,
10 Stat. 245, 247; Apr. 24, 1874, ch. 127, 18 Stat. 34; Aug.
9, 1876, ch. 256, 19 Stat. 126.

TRANSFER OF FUNCTIONS

References to Supervisor of Surveys and Commis-
sioner of General Land Office changed to Secretary of
the Interior or such officer as he may designate, ref-
erence to manager changed to officer designated by
Secretary of the Interior, and ‘‘Bureau of Land Man-
agement’’ substituted for ‘‘General Land Office’ on au-
thority of section 403 of Reorg. Plan No. 3 of 1946. See
note set out under section 1 of this title.

Previously, references to surveyors general were
changed to supervisor of surveys and provisions limit-
ing application of section to points ‘“‘within his survey-
ing district”” were omitted on authority of act Mar. 3,
1925, which abolished office of surveyor general and
transferred its activities to Field Surveying Service
under jurisdiction of United States Supervisor of Sur-
veys.

§53. Powers devolved on Secretary of the Inte-
rior on turning over of papers to States

In all cases where, as provided in section 54 of
this title, the field notes, maps, records, and
other papers appertaining to land titles in any
State are turned over to the authorities of such
State, the same authority, powers, and duties in
relation to the survey, resurvey, or subdivision
of the lands therein, and all matters and things
connected therewith, as previously exercised by
the surveyor general, whose district included
such State, shall be vested in, and devolved
upon, the Secretary of the Interior or such offi-
cer as he may designate.

(R.S. §2219; 1946 Reorg. Plan No. 3, §403, eff. July
16, 1946, 11 F.R. 7876, 60 Stat. 1100.)

CODIFICATION

R.S. §2219 derived from act Jan. 22, 1853, ch. 24, §1, 10
Stat. 152.

TRANSFER OF FUNCTIONS

For transfer of functions of other officers, employees,
and agencies of Department of the Interior, with cer-
tain exceptions, to Secretary of the Interior, with
power to delegate, see Reorg. Plan No. 3 of 1950, §§1, 2,
eff. May 24, 1950, 15 F.R. 3174, 64 Stat. 1262, set out under
section 1451 of this title.

‘‘Secretary of the Interior or such officer as he may
designate’ substituted for ‘‘Commissioner of the Gen-
eral Land Office”” on authority of section 403 of Reorg.
Plan No. 3 of 1946. See note set out under section 1 of
this title.

SURVEYOR GENERAL

Abolition of office of surveyor general, see note set
out under section 51 of this title.

§ 54. Completion of surveys; delivery to States

The Secretary of the Interior shall take all
the necessary measures for the completion of
the surveys in the several surveying districts, at
the earliest periods compatible with the pur-
poses contemplated by law; and whenever the
surveys and records of any such district are
completed, the Secretary of the Interior or such
officer as he may designate shall deliver over to
the secretary of state of the respective States,
including such surveys, or to such other officer
as may be authorized to receive them, all the
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field notes, maps, records, and other papers ap-
pertaining to land titles within the same.

(R.S. §2218; June 5, 1924, ch. 264, 43 Stat. 394;
Mar. 3, 1925, ch. 462, 43 Stat. 1144; 1946 Reorg.
Plan No. 3, §403, eff. July 16, 1946, 11 F.R. 7876, 60
Stat. 1100.)

CODIFICATION

The original text of R.S. §2218 provided for comple-
tion of surveys ‘‘in the several surveying-districts for
which surveyors general have been, or may be, ap-
pointed” and also provided that ‘‘the surveyor general
thereof shall be required to deliver over’ all papers ap-
pertaining to land titles within the district, ‘‘and the
office of surveyor general in every such district shall
thereafter cease and be discontinued.”” The references
to the surveyors general were omitted in view of act
Mar. 3, 1925 (classified to section 51 of this title) abol-
ishing office of surveyor general and transferring its
activities to the Field Surveying Service, under the ju-
risdiction of the U.S. Supervisor of Surveys. See, also,
Transfer of Functions note below.

R.S. §2207, formerly cited as a credit to this section,
which provided for appointment of surveyors general,
was superseded by act Mar. 3, 1925 (classified to section
51 of this title) and repealed by act Mar. 3, 1933, ch. 202,
§1, 47 Stat. 1429.

Act June 5, 1924, appropriated funds for use in making
the surveys in twelve districts.

Act May 25, 1906, ch. 2554, 34 Stat. 199, provided for a
survey, pursuant to R.S. §2218, of unsurveyed lands in
Louisiana, and was omitted.

Provisions of act Oct. 2, 1888, ch. 1069, 25 Stat. 525,
which provided for transfer to State officials of field
notes, maps, records and other papers appertaining to
land surveys in Nebraska and Iowa, were omitted.

All records, etc., belonging to office of recorder of
land titles for Missouri were delivered to State upon
discontinuance of office, by provisions of act June 6,
1874, ch. 223, §3, and act July 31, 1876, ch. 246.

R.S. §2218 derived from acts June 12, 1840, ch. 36, §1,
5 Stat. 384; July 31, 1876, ch. 246, 19 Stat. 121.

TRANSFER OF FUNCTIONS

For transfer of functions of other officers, employees,
and agencies of Department of the Interior, with cer-
tain exceptions, to Secretary of the Interior, with
power to delegate, see Reorg. Plan No. 3 of 1950, §§1, 2,
eff. May 24, 1950, 15 F.R. 3174, 64 Stat. 1262, set out under
section 1451 of this title.

‘““Secretary of the Interior or such officer as he may
designate’ substituted for ‘‘Supervisor of Surveys’’ on
authority of section 403 of Reorg. Plan No. 3 of 1946. See
note set out under section 1 of this title.

§55. Field notes delivered to States; access to

Under the authority and direction of the Sec-
retary of the Interior or such officer as he may
designate, any deputy surveyor or other agent of
the United States shall have free access to any
field notes, maps, records, and other papers,
mentioned in section 53 of this title, for the pur-
pose of taking extracts therefrom, or making
copies thereof, without charge of any kind.

(R.S. §2220; 1946 Reorg. Plan No. 3, §403, eff. July
16, 1946, 11 F.R. 7876, 60 Stat. 1100.)

CODIFICATION

The word ‘‘such’ before ‘‘field notes” was omitted
and the words ‘“‘mentioned in section 53 of this title”
were inserted after ‘‘papers,”.

R.S. §2220 derived from act Jan. 22, 1853, ch. 24, §2, 10
Stat. 152.

TRANSFER OF FUNCTIONS

For transfer of functions of other officers, employees,
and agencies of Department of the Interior, with cer-
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tain exceptions, to Secretary of the Interior, with
power to delegate, see Reorg. Plan No. 3 of 1950, §§1, 2,
eff. May 24, 1950, 15 F.R. 3174, 64 Stat. 1262, set out under
section 1451 of this title.

“Secretary of the Interior or such officer as he may
designate’” substituted for ‘‘Commissioner of the Gen-
eral Land Office’ on authority of section 403 of Reorg.
Plan No. 3 of 1946. See note set out under section 1 of
this title.

§ 56. Conditions of delivery to States

The field notes, maps, records, and other pa-
pers mentioned in section 53 of this title, shall
in no case be turned over to the authorities of
any State, until such State has provided by law
for the reception and safe-keeping of the same
as public records, and for the allowance of free
access to the same by the authorities of the
United States.

(R.S. §2221.)
CODIFICATION

R.S. §2221 derived from acts Jan. 22, 1853, ch. 24, §3,
10 Stat. 152; June 6, 1874, ch. 223, §3, 18 Stat. 62.

§57. Authenticated copies or extracts from
records as evidence

Any copy of or extract from the plats, field
notes, records, or other papers of the offices of
the former surveyors general for the districts of
Oregon and California, when authenticated by
the seal and signature of the Secretary of the
Interior or such officer as he may designate,
shall be evidence in all cases in which the origi-
nal would be evidence.

(R.S. §2224; Mar. 3, 1925, ch. 462, 43 Stat. 1144;
1946 Reorg. Plan No. 3, §403, eff. July 16, 1946, 11
F.R. 7876, 60 Stat. 1100.)

CODIFICATION

This section is from a part of R.S. §2224, as affected
by act Mar. 3, 1925. The original text provided for the
continuation of the use of the official seals authorized
for the offices of the surveyors general of Oregon, Cali-
fornia, and Louisiana. This provision was superseded by
act Mar. 3, 1925 (classified to section 51 of this title),
abolishing the office of surveyor-general. The rest of
the section became inapplicable to Louisiana upon the
discontinuance of the office of surveyor general of Lou-
isiana pursuant to R.S. §2218. The text of this section
was changed to provide for authentication by the su-
pervisor of surveys, instead of a surveyor-general, in
view of act Mar. 3, 1925 (classified to section 51 of this
title) abolishing the office of surveyor general and
transferring its activities to the Field Surveying Serv-
ice, under the jurisdiction of the U.S. Supervisor of
Surveys. See, also, Transfer of Functions note below.

R.S. §2224 derived from act Mar. 3, 1853, ch. 145, §§2,
11, 10 Stat. 245, 248.

TRANSFER OF FUNCTIONS

For transfer of functions of other officers, employees,
and agencies of Department of the Interior, with cer-
tain exceptions, to Secretary of the Interior, with
power to delegate, see Reorg. Plan No. 3 of 1950, §§1, 2,
eff. May 24, 1950, 15 F.R. 3174, 64 Stat. 1262, set out under
section 1451 of this title.

‘‘Secretary of the Interior or such officer as he may
designate’ substituted for ‘‘Supervisor of Surveys’ on
authority of section 403 of Reorg. Plan No. 3 of 1946. See
note set out under section 1 of this title.

§ 58. Transcripts from records of Louisiana

Any copy of a plat of survey, or transcript
from the records of the office of the former sur-
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