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may be exercised through such agency or agencies, 
other than or not in the Department of the Interior, or 
through such officers or employees of the United States 
not under the administrative supervision of the Sec-
retary, for such time and under such conditions as may 
be agreed upon between the Secretary and such agency, 
agencies, officers or employees of the United States, 
and (3) shall be exercised in such manner as the Sec-
retary, or any person or persons acting under the au-
thority of the Secretary, may direct or authorize. 

SEC. 3. The Secretary of the Interior may confer upon 
the United States District Court for the District of Ha-
waii such jurisdiction, in addition to that contained in 
the Act of June 15, 1950 [48 U.S.C. 644a], and such judi-
cial functions and duties, as he may deem appropriate 
for the civil administration of Palmyra Island. 

SEC. 4. The foregoing provisions of this order shall 
continue in force until the Congress shall provide for 
the civil administration of Palmyra Island or until 
such earlier time as the President may specify. 

SEC. 5. As used herein, the term ‘‘Palmyra Island’’ 
means the place of that name, consisting of a group of 
islets located in the Pacific Ocean approximately at 
Latitude 5°52′′ North and Longitude 162°06′′ West, and 
includes the territorial waters of that place and in-
cludes also the reefs surrounding that place or any part 
thereof. 

SEC. 6. To the extent that any prior Executive order 
or proclamation is inconsistent with the provisions of 
this order, this order shall control. 

SEC. 7. Nothing in this order shall be deemed to re-
duce, limit, or otherwise modify the authority or re-
sponsibility of the Attorney General to represent the 
legal interests of the United States in civil or criminal 
cases arising under the provisions of the Act of June 15, 
1950 [48 U.S.C. 644a], or under the provisions of section 
3 of this order. 

JOHN F. KENNEDY. 

§ 1459. Expenditures of department 

The Secretary of the Interior shall sign all 
requisitions for the advance or payment of 
money, out of the Treasury, upon estimates or 
accounts for expenditures upon business as-
signed by law to his department; subject, how-
ever, to adjustment and control by the Govern-
ment Accountability Office. 

(R.S. § 444; June 10, 1921, ch. 18, title III, § 304, 42 
Stat. 24; Pub. L. 108–271, § 8(b), July 7, 2004, 118 
Stat. 814.) 

CODIFICATION 

R.S. § 444 derived from act Mar. 3, 1849, ch. 108, § 2, 9 
Stat. 395. 

Section was formerly classified to section 487 of Title 
5 prior to the general revision and enactment of Title 
5, Government Organization and Employees, by Pub. L. 
89–554, § 1, Sept. 6, 1966, 80 Stat. 378. 

TRANSFER OF FUNCTIONS 

For transfer of functions of other officers, employees, 
and agencies of Department of the Interior, with cer-
tain exceptions, to Secretary of the Interior, with 
power to delegate, see Reorg. Plan No. 3 of 1950, §§ 1, 2, 
eff. May 24, 1950, 15 F.R. 3174, 64 Stat. 1262, set out under 
section 1451 of this title. 

‘‘Government Accountability Office’’ substituted in 
text for ‘‘General Accounting Office’’ pursuant to sec-
tion 8(b) of Pub. L. 108–271, set out as a note under sec-
tion 702 of Title 31, Money and Finance, which redesig-
nated the General Accounting Office and any references 
thereto as the Government Accountability Office. Pre-
viously, ‘‘General Accounting Office’’ substituted in 
text for ‘‘proper accounting officers of Department of 
the Treasury’’ pursuant to act June 10, 1921, which 
transferred all powers and duties of Comptroller, six 
auditors, and certain other employees of the Treasury 

to General Accounting Office. See section 701 et seq. of 
Title 31. 

§ 1460. Copies of records, documents, etc.; 
charges; disposition of receipts 

The Secretary of the Interior, or any of the of-
ficers of that Department may, when not preju-
dicial to the interests of the Government, fur-
nish authenticated or unauthenticated copies of 
any official books, records, papers, documents, 
maps, plats, or diagrams within his custody and 
may charge therefore a sum equal to the cost of 
production thereof, plus the cost of administra-
tive services involved in handling the records for 
such purpose, as these costs may be determined 
by the Secretary of the Interior or such subordi-
nate officials or employees as he may designate, 
and in addition the sum of 25 cents for each cer-
tificate of verification and the seal attached to 
authenticated copies. There shall be no charge 
for the making or verification of copies required 
for official use by the officers of any branch of 
the Government. Only a charge of 25 cents shall 
be made for furnishing authenticated copies of 
any rules, regulations, or instructions printed 
by the government for gratuitous distribution. 
The money received for copies under this section 
shall be deposited in the Treasury to the credit 
of the appropriations then current and charge-
able for the cost of furnishing copies as herein 
authorized. 

(Aug. 24, 1912, ch. 370, § 1, 37 Stat. 497; July 30, 
1947, ch. 354, § 1, 61 Stat. 521; Aug. 3, 1950, ch. 526, 
64 Stat. 402.) 

CODIFICATION 

Section was formerly classified to section 488 of Title 
5 prior to the general revision and enactment of Title 
5, Government Organization and Employees, by Pub. L. 
89–554, § 1, Sept. 6, 1966, 80 Stat. 378. 

AMENDMENTS 

1950—Act Aug. 3, 1950, included within the price of 
copies of records furnished by the Department the cost 
of the administrative expenses involved as well as the 
cost of production. 

1947—Act July 30, 1947, omitted specific charges for 
copies of books, records, etc., inserted provision that 
charge for copies would amount to cost of production 
as determined by the Secretary of the Interior or his 
designee, and inserted provision relating to deposit of 
receipts. 

TRANSFER OF FUNCTIONS 

For transfer of functions of other officers, employees, 
and agencies of Department of the Interior, with cer-
tain exceptions, to Secretary of the Interior, with 
power to delegate, see Reorg. Plan No. 3 of 1950, §§ 1, 2, 
eff. May 24, 1950, 15 F.R. 3174, 64 Stat. 1262, set out under 
section 1451 of this title. 

§ 1461. Rules and regulations governing inspec-
tion and copying 

Nothing in sections 1460 to 1463 of this title 
shall be construed to limit or restrict in any 
manner the authority of the Secretary of the In-
terior to prescribe such rules and regulations as 
he may deem proper governing the inspection of 
the records of said department and its various 
bureaus by the general public, and any person 
having any particular interest in any of such 
records may be permitted to take copies of such 
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