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AMENDMENTS

1994—Subsec. (b). Pub. L. 103-437 substituted ‘‘Com-
mittee on Natural Resources of the House of Represent-
atives and the Committee on Energy and Natural Re-
sources of the Senate” for ““Committees on Interior and
Insular Affairs of the House and Senate’.

TERMINATION OF REPORTING REQUIREMENTS

For termination, effective May 15, 2000, of provisions
of law requiring submittal to Congress of any annual,
semiannual, or other regular periodic report listed in
House Document No. 103-7 (in which the 9th item on
page 112 identifies a reporting provision which, as sub-
sequently amended, is contained in this section), see
section 3003 of Pub. L. 104-66, as amended, set out as a
note under section 1113 of Title 31, Money and Finance.

§1742. Search, rescue, and protection forces;
emergency situations authorizing hiring

Where in his judgment sufficient search, res-
cue, and protection forces are not otherwise
available, the Secretary is authorized in cases of
emergency to incur such expenses as may be
necessary (a) in searching for and rescuing, or in
cooperating in the search for and rescue of, per-
sons lost on the public lands, (b) in protecting or
rescuing, or in cooperating in the protection and
rescue of, persons or animals endangered by an
act of God, and (¢) in transporting deceased per-
sons or persons seriously ill or injured to the
nearest place where interested parties or local
authorities are located.

(Pub. L. 94-579, title III, §312, Oct. 21, 1976, 90
Stat. 2768.)

§1742a. Good Samaritan Search and Recovery
Act

(a) Definitions
In this section:
(1) Eligible

The term ‘‘eligible’’, with respect to an orga-
nization or individual, means that the organi-
zation or individual, respectively, is—

(A) acting in a not-for-profit capacity; and
(B) composed entirely of members who, at
the time of the good Samaritan search-and-
recovery mission, have attained the age of
majority under the law of the State where
the mission takes place.
(2) Good Samaritan search-and-recovery mis-
sion

The term ‘‘good Samaritan search-and-re-
covery mission” means a search conducted by
an eligible organization or individual for 1 or
more missing individuals believed to be de-
ceased at the time that the search is initiated.

(3) Secretary

The term ‘‘Secretary’” means the Secretary
or the Secretary of Agriculture, as applicable.

(b) Process
(1) In general

Each Secretary shall develop and implement
a process to expedite access to Federal land
under the administrative jurisdiction of the
Secretary for eligible organizations and indi-
viduals to request access to Federal land to
conduct good Samaritan search-and-recovery
missions.
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(2) Inclusions

The process developed and implemented
under this subsection shall include provisions
to clarify that—

(A) an eligible organization or individual
granted access under this section—
(i) shall be acting for private purposes;
and
(ii) shall not be considered to be a Fed-
eral volunteer;

(B) an eligible organization or individual
conducting a good Samaritan search-and-re-
covery mission under this section shall not
be considered to be a volunteer under sec-
tion 102301(c) of title 54;

(C) chapter 171 of title 28 (commonly
known as the ‘‘Federal Tort Claims Act’)
shall not apply to an eligible organization or
individual carrying out a privately re-
quested good Samaritan search-and-recovery
mission under this section; and

(D) chapter 81 of title 5 (commonly known
as the ‘“‘Federal Employees Compensation
Act’’) shall not apply to an eligible organiza-
tion or individual conducting a good Samari-
tan search-and-recovery mission under this
section, and the conduct of the good Samari-
tan search-and-recovery mission shall not
constitute civilian employment.

(c) Release of Federal Government from liability

The Secretary shall not require an eligible or-
ganization or individual to have liability insur-
ance as a condition of accessing Federal land
under this section, if the eligible organization or
individual—

(1) acknowledges and consents, in writing, to
the provisions described in subparagraphs (A)
through (D) of subsection (b)(2); and

(2) signs a waiver releasing the Federal Gov-
ernment from all liability relating to the ac-
cess granted under this section and agrees to
indemnify and hold harmless the United
States from any claims or lawsuits arising
from any conduct by the eligible organization
or individual on Federal land.

(d) Approval and denial of requests

(1) In general

The Secretary shall notify an eligible orga-
nization or individual of the approval or denial
of a request by the eligible organization or in-
dividual to carry out a good Samaritan
search-and-recovery mission under this sec-
tion by not later than 48 hours after the re-
quest is made.

(2) Denials

If the Secretary denies a request from an eli-
gible organization or individual to carry out a
good Samaritan search-and-recovery mission
under this section, the Secretary shall notify
the eligible organization or individual of—

(A) the reason for the denial of the re-
quest; and
(B) any actions that the eligible organiza-
tion or individual can take to meet the re-
quirements for the request to be approved.
(e) Partnerships

Each Secretary shall develop search-and-re-
covery-focused partnerships with search-and-re-
covery organizations—
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(1) to coordinate good Samaritan search-
and-recovery missions on Federal land under
the administrative jurisdiction of the Sec-
retary; and

(2) to expedite and accelerate good Samari-
tan search-and-recovery mission efforts for
missing individuals on Federal land under the
administrative jurisdiction of the Secretary.

(f) Report

Not later than 180 days after March 12, 2019,
the Secretaries shall submit to Congress a joint
report describing—

(1) plans to develop partnerships described in
subsection (e)(1); and

(2) efforts carried out to expedite and accel-
erate good Samaritan search-and-recovery
mission efforts for missing individuals on Fed-
eral land under the administrative jurisdiction
of each Secretary pursuant to subsection

(e)(2).

(Pub. L. 116-9, title IX, §9002, Mar. 12, 2019, 133
Stat. 830.)

CODIFICATION

Section was enacted as part of the John D. Dingell,
Jr. Conservation, Management, and Recreation Act,
and not as part of the Federal Land Policy and Manage-
ment Act of 1976 which comprises this chapter.

DEFINITION OF ‘‘SECRETARY’’
Secretary means the Secretary of the Interior, see

section 2 of Pub. L. 116-9, set out as a note under sec-
tion 1 of Title 16, Conservation.

§1743. Disclosure of financial interests by offi-
cers or employees

(a) Annual written statement; availability to pub-
lic
Each officer or employee of the Secretary and
the Bureau who—
(1) performs any function or duty under this
Act; and
(2) has any known financial interest in any
person who (A) applies for or receives any per-
mit, lease, or right-of-way under, or (B) ap-
plies for or acquires any land or interests
therein under, or (C) is otherwise subject to
the provisions of, this Act,

shall, beginning on February 1, 1977, annually
file with the Secretary a written statement con-
cerning all such interests held by such officer or
employee during the preceding calendar year.
Such statement shall be available to the public.
(b) Implementation of requirements

The Secretary shall—
(1) act within ninety days after October 21,
1976—

(A) to define the term ‘‘known financial
interests’ for the purposes of subsection (a)
of this section; and

(B) to establish the methods by which the
requirement to file written statements spec-
ified in subsection (a) of this section will be
monitored and enforced, including appro-
priate provisions for the filing by such offi-
cers and employees of such statements and
the review by the Secretary of such state-
ments; and

(2) report to the Congress on June 1 of each
calendar year with respect to such disclosures
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and the actions taken in regard thereto during
the preceding calendar year.

(c) Exempted personnel

In the rules prescribed in subsection (b) of this
section, the Secretary may identify specific po-
sitions within the Department of the Interior
which are of a nonregulatory or nonpolicy-
making nature and provide that officers or em-
ployees occupying such positions shall be ex-
empt from the requirements of this section.

(d) Violations; criminal penalties

Any officer or employee who is subject to, and
knowingly violates, this section, shall be fined
not more than $2,500 or imprisoned not more
than one year, or both.

(Pub. L. 94-579, title III, §313, Oct. 21, 1976, 90
Stat. 2768.)

REFERENCES IN TEXT

This Act, referred to in subsec. (a)(1), (2), is Pub. L.
94-579, Oct. 21, 1976, 90 Stat. 2743, as amended, known as
the Federal Land Policy and Management Act of 1976.
For complete classification of this Act to the Code, see
Tables.

TERMINATION OF REPORTING REQUIREMENTS

For termination, effective May 15, 2000, of provisions
in subsec. (b) of this section relating to the require-
ment that the Secretary report to Congress on June 1
of each calendar year, see section 3003 of Pub. L. 104-66,
as amended, set out as a note under section 1113 of
Title 31, Money and Finance, and the 2nd item on page
108 of House Document No. 103-7.

§ 1744. Recordation of mining claims
(a) Filing requirements

The owner of an unpatented lode or placer
mining claim located prior to October 21, 1976,
shall, within the three-year period following Oc-
tober 21, 1976 and prior to December 31 of each
year thereafter, file the instruments required by
paragraphs (1) and (2) of this subsection. The
owner of an unpatented lode or placer mining
claim located after October 21, 1976 shall, prior
to December 31 of each year following the cal-
endar year in which the said claim was located,
file the instruments required by paragraphs (1)
and (2) of this subsection:

(1) File for record in the office where the loca-
tion notice or certificate is recorded either a no-
tice of intention to hold the mining claim (in-
cluding but not limited to such notices as are
provided by law to be filed when there has been
a suspension or deferment of annual assessment
work), an affidavit of assessment work per-
formed thereon, onl! a detailed report provided
by section 28-1 of title 30, relating thereto.

(2) File in the office of the Bureau designated
by the Secretary a copy of the official record of
the instrument filed or recorded pursuant to
paragraph (1) of this subsection, including a de-
scription of the location of the mining claim
sufficient to locate the claimed lands on the
ground.

(b) Additional filing requirements

The owner of an unpatented lode or placer
mining claim or mill or tunnel site located prior

180 in original. Probably should be “‘or’.
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