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HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES
gsg;foez Source (U.S. Code) Source (Statutes at Large)

46 App.:748. Mar. 9, 1920, ch. 95, §8, 41

Stat. 527.

§30914. Release of privately owned vessel after
arrest or attachment

If a privately owned vessel not in the posses-
sion of the United States or a federally-owned
corporation is arrested or attached in a civil ac-
tion arising or alleged to have arisen from prior
ownership, possession, or operation by the
United States or corporation, the vessel shall be
released without bond or stipulation on a state-
ment by the United States, through the Attor-
ney General or other authorized law officer, that
the United States is interested in the action, de-
sires release of the vessel, and assumes liability
for the satisfaction of any judgment obtained by
the plaintiff. After the vessel is released, the ac-
tion shall proceed against the United States in
accordance with this chapter.

(Pub. L. 109-304, §6(c), Oct. 6, 2006, 120 Stat. 1519.)
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};sgg:g Source (U.S. Code) Source (Statutes at Large)
30914 .......... 46 App.:744. Mar. 9, 1920, ch. 95, §4, 41
Stat. 526.
The words ‘“‘on a statement” are substituted for

‘“‘upon the suggestion’ as more appropriate.

§30915. Seizures and other proceedings in for-
eign jurisdictions

(a) IN GENERAL.—If a vessel or cargo described
in section 30908 or 30914 of this title is arrested,
attached, or otherwise seized by judicial process
in a foreign country, or if an action is brought
in a court of a foreign country against the mas-
ter of such a vessel for a claim arising from the
ownership, possession, or operation of the ves-
sel, or the ownership, possession, or carriage of
such cargo, the Secretary of State, on request of
the Attorney General or another officer author-
ized by the Attorney General, may direct the
United States consul residing at or nearest the
place at which the action was brought—

(1) to claim the vessel or cargo as immune
from arrest, attachment, or other seizure, and
to execute an agreement, stipulation, bond, or
undertaking, for the United States or feder-
ally-owned corporation, for the release of the
vessel or cargo and the prosecution of any ap-
peal; or

(2) if an action has been brought against the
master of such a vessel, to enter the appear-
ance of the United States or corporation and
to pledge the credit of the United States or
corporation to the payment of any judgment
and costs in the action.

(b) ARRANGING BOND OR STIPULATION.—The At-
torney General may—

(1) arrange with a bank, surety company, or
other person, whether in the United States or
a foreign country, to execute a bond or stipu-
lation; and

(2) pledge the credit of the United States to
secure the bond or stipulation.
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(c) PAYMENT OF JUDGMENT.—The appropriate
accounting officer of the United States or cor-
poration may pay a judgment in an action de-
scribed in subsection (a) on presentation of a
copy of the judgment if certified by the clerk of
the court and authenticated by—

(1) the certificate and seal of the United
States consul claiming the vessel or cargo, or
by the consul’s successor; and

(2) the certificate of the Secretary as to the
official capacity of the consul.

(d) RIGHT To CLAIM IMMUNITY NOT AFFECTED.—
This section does not affect the right of the
United States to claim immunity of a vessel or
cargo from foreign jurisdiction.

(Pub. L. 109-304, §6(c), Oct. 6, 2006, 120 Stat. 15619.)
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};ngffz Source (U.S. Code) Source (Statutes at Large)
30915 ......... 46 App.:T4T. Mar. 9, 1920, ch. 95, §7, 41

Stat. 527; Pub. L. 97-31,
§12(25)(B), Aug. 6, 1981, 95
Stat. 155.

In this section, references to the Maritime Adminis-
tration are omitted as unnecessary.

In subsection (a), before paragraph (1), the words ‘‘or
in connection with”’, ‘“‘of the United States in his dis-
cretion”, and ‘‘duly’” are omitted as unnecessary. In
paragraph (1), the words ‘‘as by said court required’ are
omitted as unnecessary.

In subsection (b)(1), the words ‘‘firm, or corporation”
are omitted as included in ‘‘person’ as defined in 1
U.s.C. 1.

Subsection (b)(2) is substituted for ‘‘to pledge the
credit of the United States to the indemnification of
such surety or stipulator as may be required to secure
the execution of such bond or stipulation” to eliminate
unnecessary words.

In subsection (c), the words ‘“‘may pay’’ are sub-
stituted for ‘‘presentation . . . shall be sufficient evi-
dence . . . for the allowance and payment’’ to eliminate
unnecessary words.

§30916. Recovery by the United States for sal-
vage services

(a) CIVIL ACTION.—The United States, and the
crew of a merchant vessel owned or operated by
the United States, or a federally-owned corpora-
tion, may bring a civil action to recover for sal-
vage services provided by the vessel and crew.

(b) DEPOSIT OF AMOUNTS RECOVERED.—ANY
amount recovered under this section by the
United States for its own benefit, and not for
the benefit of the crew, shall be deposited in the
Treasury to the credit of the department of the
United States Government, or the corporation,
having control of the possession or operation of
the vessel.

(Pub. L. 109-304, §6(c), Oct. 6, 2006, 120 Stat. 15620.)
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30916 .......... 46 App.:750. Mar. 9, 1920, ch. 95, §10, 41

Stat. 528; Pub. L. 97-31,
§12(25)(D), Aug. 6, 1981, 95
Stat. 155.

In subsection (a), the words ‘‘may bring a civil action
to recover’ are substituted for ‘‘shall have the right to
collect and sue” for consistency in this chapter and to
eliminate unnecessary words.
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