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contact information for providers of selective
routers, testing procedures, classes and types of
services supported by public safety answering
points, and other information concerning 9-1-1
and enhanced 9-1-1 elements, for the purpose of
assisting IP-enabled voice service providers in
complying with this section, and may make any
portion of such information available to tele-
communications carriers, wireless carriers, IP-
enabled voice service providers, other emer-
gency service providers, or the vendors to or
agents of any such carriers or providers, if such
availability would improve public safety.

(h) Development of standards

The Commission shall work cooperatively
with public safety organizations, industry par-
ticipants, and the E-911 Implementation Coordi-
nation Office to develop best practices that pro-
mote consistency, where appropriate, including
procedures for—

(1) defining geographic coverage areas for
public safety answering points;

(2) defining network diversity requirements
for delivery of IP-enabled 9-1-1 and enhanced
9-1-1 calls;

(3) call-handling in the event of call overflow
or network outages;

(4) public safety answering point certifi-
cation and testing requirements;

(56) validation procedures for inputting and
updating location information in relevant
databases; and

(6) the format for delivering address infor-
mation to public safety answering points.

(i) Rule of construction

Nothing in the New and Emerging Tech-
nologies 911 Improvement Act of 2008 shall be
construed as altering, delaying, or otherwise
limiting the ability of the Commission to en-
force the Federal actions taken or rules adopted
obligating an IP-enabled voice service provider
to provide 9-1-1 or enhanced 9-1-1 service as of
the date of enactment of the New and Emerging
Technologies 911 Improvement Act of 2008.

(Pub. L. 106-81, §6, as added Pub. L. 110-283, title
I, §101(2), July 23, 2008, 122 Stat. 2620; amended
Pub. L. 110-368, §1(a), Oct. 8, 2008, 122 Stat. 4027.)

REFERENCES IN TEXT

The date of enactment of the New and Emerging
Technologies 911 Improvement Act of 2008, referred to
in subsecs. (a), (¢)(1), (£)(2), and (i), is the date of enact-
ment of Pub. L. 110-283, which was approved July 23,
2008.

The New and Emerging Technologies 911 Improve-
ment Act of 2008 and such Act, referred to in subsecs.
(c)(1), (H)1), and (i), is Pub. L. 110-283, July 23, 2008, 122
Stat. 2620, also known as the NET 911 Improvement Act
of 2008, which enacted this section and amended sec-
tions 222, 615a, 6156b, and 942 of this title. For complete
classification of this Act to the Code, see Short Title of
2008 Amendment note set out under section 609 of this
title and Tables.

The Communications Act of 1934, referred to in sub-
secs. (e)(2) and (f)(1), is act June 19, 1934, ch. 652, 48
Stat. 1064, which is classified principally to this chap-
ter. For complete classification of this Act to the Code,
see section 609 of this title and Tables.

This Act, referred to in subsec. (f)(1), is Pub. L. 106-81,
Oct. 26, 1999, 113 Stat. 1286, known as the Wireless Com-
munications and Public Safety Act of 1999, which en-
acted sections 615 to 6156b of this title, amended sections
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222 and 251 of this title, and enacted provisions set out
as notes under sections 609 and 615 of this title. For
complete classification of this Act to the Code, see
Short Title of 1999 Amendments note set out under sec-
tion 609 of this title and Tables.

The Alaska Native Claims Settlement Act, referred
to in subsec. (£)(1), is Pub. L. 92-203, Dec. 18, 1971, 85
Stat. 688, which is classified generally to chapter 33
(§1601 et seq.) of Title 43, Public Lands. For complete
classification of this Act to the Code, see Short Title
note set out under section 1601 of Title 43 and Tables.

CODIFICATION

Section was enacted as part of the Wireless Commu-
nications and Public Safety Act of 1999, and not as part
of the Communications Act of 1934 which comprises
this chapter.

PRIOR PROVISIONS

A prior section 6 of Pub. L. 106-81 was renumbered
section 7 and is classified to section 615b of this title.

AMENDMENTS

2008—Subsec. (¢)(1)(C). Pub. L. 110-368 substituted
‘“‘paragraph (3) for ‘“‘paragraph (2)”.

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 2008 AMENDMENT

Pub. L. 110-368, §1(b), Oct. 8, 2008, 122 Stat. 4027, pro-
vided that: ‘“The amendment made by subsection (a)
[amending this section] shall take effect as of July 23,
2008, immediately after the enactment of the NET 911
Improvement Act of 2008 (Public Law 110-283) [approved
July 23, 2008].”

§ 615b. Definitions

As used in this Act:
(1) Secretary

The term ‘‘Secretary’ means the Secretary
of Transportation.

(2) State

The term ‘‘State’” means any of the several
States, the District of Columbia, or any terri-
tory or possession of the United States.

(3) Public safety answering point; PSAP

The term ‘‘public safety answering point’ or
“PSAP” means a facility that has been des-
ignated to receive 9-1-1 calls and route them
to emergency service personnel.

(4) Wireless carrier

The term ‘‘wireless carrier’” means a pro-
vider of commercial mobile services or any
other radio communications service that the
Federal Communications Commission requires
to provide wireless 9-1-1 service.

(5) Enhanced wireless 9-1-1 service

The term ‘‘enhanced wireless 9-1-1 service”’
means any enhanced 9-1-1 service so des-
ignated by the Federal Communications Com-
mission in the proceeding entitled ‘‘Revision
of the Commission’s Rules to Ensure Compat-
ibility with Enhanced 9-1-1 Emergency Calling
Systems’ (CC Docket No. 94-102; RM-8143), or
any successor proceeding.

(6) Wireless 9-1-1 service

The term ‘‘wireless 9-1-1 service’’ means any
9-1-1 service provided by a wireless carrier, in-
cluding enhanced wireless 9-1-1 service.

(7) Emergency dispatch providers

The term ‘‘emergency dispatch providers”

shall include governmental and nongovern-
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mental providers of emergency dispatch serv-
ices.

(8) 1 IP-enabled voice service

The term ‘‘IP-enabled voice service’ has the
meaning given the term ‘‘interconnected VoIP
service’’ by section 9.3 of the Federal Commu-
nications Commission’s regulations (47 CFR
9.3).

(8)1 Other emergency communications service

The term ‘‘other emergency communica-
tions service’” means the provision of emer-
gency information to a public safety answer-
ing point via wire or radio communications,
and may include 9-1-1 and enhanced 9-1-1 serv-
ice.

(9) Other emergency communications service
provider

The term ‘‘other emergency communica-
tions service provider’’ means—

(A) an entity other than a local exchange
carrier, wireless carrier, or an IP-enabled
voice service provider that is required by the
Federal Communications Commission con-
sistent with the Commission’s authority
under the Communications Act of 1934 [47
U.S.C. 151 et seq.] to provide other emer-
gency communications services; or

(B) in the absence of a Commission re-
quirement as described in subparagraph (A),
an entity that voluntarily elects to provide
other emergency communications services
and is specifically authorized by the appro-
priate local or State 9-1-1 service governing
authority to provide other emergency com-
munications services.

(10) Enhanced 9-1-1 service

The term ‘‘enhanced 9-1-1 service’’ means
the delivery of 9-1-1 calls with automatic
number identification and automatic location
identification, or successor or equivalent in-
formation features over the wireline E911 net-
work (as defined in section 9.3 of the Federal
Communications Commission’s regulations (47
C.F.R. 9.3) as of July 23, 2008) and equivalent
or successor networks and technologies. The
term also includes any enhanced 9-1-1 service
so designated by the Commission in its Report
and Order in WC Docket Nos. 04-36 and 05-196,
or any successor proceeding.

(Pub. L. 106-81, §7, formerly §6, Oct. 26, 1999, 113
Stat. 1289; renumbered §7 and amended Pub. L.
110-283, title I, §101(1), (3), title II, §201(b), July
23, 2008, 122 Stat. 2620, 2623, 2624.)

REFERENCES IN TEXT

This Act, referred to in text, is Pub. L. 106-81, Oct. 26,
1999, 113 Stat. 1286, known as the Wireless Communica-
tions and Public Safety Act of 1999, which enacted sec-
tions 615 to 615b of this title, amended sections 222 and
251 of this title, and enacted provisions set out as notes
under sections 609 and 615 of this title. For complete
classification of this Act to the Code, see Short Title of
1999 Amendments note set out under section 609 of this
title and Tables.

The Communications Act of 1934, referred to in par.
(9)(A), is act June 19, 1934, ch. 652, 48 Stat. 1064, which
is classified principally to this chapter. For complete

180 in original. Two pars. (8) have been enacted.
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classification of this Act to the Code, see section 609 of
this title and Tables.

CODIFICATION

Section was enacted as part of the Wireless Commu-
nications and Public Safety Act of 1999, and not as part
of the Communications Act of 1934 which comprises
this chapter.

AMENDMENTS

2008—Par. (8). Pub. L. 110-283, §201(b), added par. (8)
defining ‘‘other emergency communications service’’.

Pub. L. 110-283, §101(3), added par. (8) defining ‘‘IP-en-
abled voice service”.

Pars. (9), (10). Pub. L. 110-283, §201(b), added pars. (9)
and (10).

§615c. Emergency Access Advisory Committee
(a) Establishment

For the purpose of achieving equal access to
emergency services by individuals with disabil-
ities, as a part of the migration to a national
Internet protocol-enabled emergency network,
not later than 60 days after October 8, 2010, the
Chairman of the Commission shall establish an
advisory committee, to be known as the Emer-
gency Access Advisory Committee (referred to
in this section as the ‘‘Advisory Committee’’).
(b) Membership

As soon as practicable after October 8, 2010,
the Chairman of the Commission shall appoint
the members of the Advisory Committee, ensur-
ing a balance between individuals with disabil-
ities and other stakeholders, and shall designate
two such members as the co-chairs of the Com-
mittee. Members of the Advisory Committee
shall be selected from the following groups:

(1) State and local government and emergency

responder representatives

Representatives of State and local govern-
ments and representatives of emergency re-
sponse providers, selected from among individ-
uals nominated by national organizations rep-
resenting such governments and representa-
tives.

(2) Subject matter experts

Individuals who have the technical knowl-
edge and expertise to serve on the Advisory
Committee in the fulfillment of its duties, in-
cluding representatives of—

(A) providers of interconnected and non-
interconnected VoIP services;

(B) vendors, developers, and manufacturers
of systems, facilities, equipment, and capa-
bilities for the provision of interconnected
and non-interconnected VoIP services;

(C) national organizations representing in-
dividuals with disabilities and senior citi-
Zens;

(D) Federal agencies or departments re-
sponsible for the implementation of the Next
Generation E 9-1-1 system;

(E) the National Institute of Standards
and Technology; and

(F) other individuals with such technical
knowledge and expertise.

(3) Representatives of other stakeholders and
interested parties

Representatives of such other stakeholders
and interested and affected parties as the
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