§5118

‘(1) REVIEW.—Not later than 1 year after the date of
enactment of this Act, the Secretary shall conduct a
review and analysis of special permits that have been
in continuous effect for a 10-year period to determine
which special permits may be converted into the haz-
ardous materials regulations.

‘(2) FACTORS.—In conducting the review and analy-
sis under paragraph (1), the Secretary may consider—

‘““(A) the safety record for hazardous materials
transported under the special permit;

‘“(B) the application of a special permit;

‘“(C) the suitability of provisions in the special
permit for incorporation into the hazardous mate-
rials regulations; and

‘(D) rulemaking activity in related areas.

‘(3) RULEMAKING.—After completing the review and
analysis under paragraph (1), but not later than 3
years after the date of enactment of this Act, and
after providing notice and opportunity for public
comment, the Secretary shall issue regulations to in-
corporate into the hazardous materials regulations
any special permits identified in the review under
paragraph (1) that the Secretary determines are ap-
propriate for incorporation, based on the factors iden-
tified in paragraph (2).”

§5118. Hazardous material technical assessment,
research and development, and analysis pro-
gram

(a) RISK REDUCTION.—

(1) PROGRAM AUTHORIZED.—The Secretary of
Transportation may develop and implement a
hazardous material technical assessment, re-
search and development, and analysis program
for the purpose of—

(A) reducing the risks associated with the
transportation of hazardous material; and

(B) identifying and evaluating new tech-
nologies to facilitate the safe, secure, and ef-
ficient transportation of hazardous material.

(2) COORDINATION.—In developing the pro-
gram under paragraph (1), the Secretary
shall—

(A) utilize information gathered from
other modal administrations with similar
programs;

(B) coordinate with other modal adminis-
trations, as appropriate; and

(C) coordinate, as appropriate, with other
Federal agencies.

(b) COOPERATION.—In carrying out subsection
(a), the Secretary shall work cooperatively with
regulated and other entities, including shippers,
carriers, emergency responders, State and local
officials, and academic institutions.

(c) COOPERATIVE RESEARCH.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—AS part of the program es-
tablished under subsection (a), the Secretary
may carry out cooperative research on hazard-
ous materials transport.

(2) NATIONAL ACADEMIES.—The Secretary
may enter into an agreement with the Na-
tional Academies to support research de-
scribed in paragraph (1).

(3) RESEARCH.—Research conducted under
this subsection may include activities relating
to—

(A) emergency planning and response, in-
cluding information and programs that can
be readily assessed and implemented in local
jurisdictions;

(B) risk analysis and perception and data
assessment;
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(C) commodity flow data, including vol-
untary collaboration between shippers and
first responders for secure data exchange of
critical information;

(D) integration of safety and security;

(E) cargo packaging and handling;

(F) hazmat release consequences; and

(G) materials and equipment testing.

(Added Pub. L. 112-141, div. C, title III, §33007(a),
July 6, 2012, 126 Stat. 835; amended Pub. L.
114-94, div. A, title VI, §6014, Dec. 4, 2015, 129
Stat. 15670.)

PRIOR PROVISIONS

A prior section 5118, Pub. L. 103-272, §1(d), July 5,
1994, 108 Stat. 777; Pub. L. 108-426, §2(c)(2), Nov. 30, 2004,
118 Stat. 2424, related to employment of additional haz-
ardous material safety inspectors, prior to repeal by
Pub. L. 109-59, title VII, §7115(h), Aug. 10, 2005, 119 Stat.
1901.

AMENDMENTS

2015—Subsec. (a)(2)(C). Pub. L. 114-94, §6014(1), added
subpar. (C).
Subsec. (c). Pub. L. 114-94, §6014(2), added subsec. (c).

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 2015 AMENDMENT

Amendment by Pub. L. 114-94 effective Oct. 1, 2015,
see section 1003 of Pub. L. 114-94, set out as a note
under section 5313 of Title 5, Government Organization
and Employees.

EFFECTIVE DATE

Section effective Oct. 1, 2012, see section 3(a) of Pub.
L. 112-141, set out as an Effective and Termination
Dates of 2012 Amendment note under section 101 of
Title 23, Highways.

§5119. Uniform forms and procedures

(a) ESTABLISHMENT OF WORKING GROUP.—The
Secretary shall establish a working group of
State and local government officials, including
representatives of the National Governors’ Asso-
ciation, the National Association of Counties,
the National League of Cities, the United States
Conference of Mayors, the National Conference
of State Legislatures, and the Alliance for Uni-
form Hazmat Transportation Procedures.

(b) PURPOSE OF WORKING GROUP.—The purpose
of the working group shall be to develop uniform
forms and procedures for a State to register, and
to issue permits to, persons that transport, or
cause to be transported, hazardous material by
motor vehicle in the State.

(c) LIMITATION ON WORKING GROUP.—The work-
ing group may not propose to define or limit the
amount of a fee a State may impose or collect.

(d) PROCEDURE.—The Secretary shall develop a
procedure for the working group to employ in
developing recommendations for the Secretary
to harmonize existing State registration and
permit laws and regulations relating to the
transportation of hazardous materials, with spe-
cial attention paid to each State’s unique safety
concerns and interest in maintaining strong
hazmat safety standards.

(e) REPORT OF WORKING GROUP.—Not later
than 18 months after the date of enactment of
this subsection, the working group shall trans-
mit to the Secretary a report containing recom-
mendations for establishing uniform forms and
procedures described in subsection (b).
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