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(C) AMENDED STATE REQUIREMENTS.—ANy
amendment to a State requirement not pre-
empted under this subsection because of a
determination by the Secretary under sub-
paragraph (A) may not take effect unless—

(i) it is submitted to the Secretary be-
fore the effective date of the amendment;
and

(ii) the Secretary determines that the
amendment would not cause the State re-
quirement to be less effective than the

Federal requirement and would not unduly

burden interstate commerce.

(f) DEFINITIONS.—In this section, the following
definitions apply:
(1) INTERMODAL EQUIPMENT.—The term
‘““‘intermodal equipment’’ means trailing equip-
ment that is used in the intermodal transpor-
tation of containers over public highways in
interstate commerce, including trailers and
chassis.
(2) INTERMODAL EQUIPMENT INTERCHANGE
AGREEMENT.—The term ‘‘intermodal equip-
ment interchange agreement’” means the Uni-
form Intermodal Interchange and Facilities
Access Agreement or any other written docu-
ment executed by an intermodal equipment
provider or its agent and a motor carrier or its
agent, the primary purpose of which is to es-
tablish the responsibilities and liabilities of
both parties with respect to the interchange of
the intermodal equipment.
(3) INTERMODAL EQUIPMENT PROVIDER.—The
term ‘‘intermodal equipment provider’’ means
any person that interchanges intermodal
equipment with a motor carrier pursuant to a
written interchange agreement or has a con-
tractual responsibility for the maintenance of
the intermodal equipment.

(4) INTERCHANGE.—The term ‘‘interchange’—

(A) means the act of providing intermodal
equipment to a motor carrier pursuant to an
intermodal equipment interchange agree-
ment for the purpose of transporting the
equipment for loading or unloading by any
person or repositioning the equipment for
the benefit of the equipment provider; but

(B) does not include the leasing of equip-
ment to a motor carrier for primary use in
the motor carrier’s freight hauling oper-
ations.

(Added Pub. L. 109-59, title IV, §4118(a), Aug. 10,
2005, 119 Stat. 1729; amended Pub. L. 110-244, title
III, §301(e), June 6, 2008, 122 Stat. 1616; Pub. L.
112-141, div. C, title II, §32931(b), July 6, 2012, 126
Stat. 829.)

REFERENCES IN TEXT

The date of enactment of this section, referred to in
subsec. (a)(3)(E)(ii), is the date of enactment of Pub. L.
109-59, which was approved Aug. 10, 2005.

AMENDMENTS

2012—Subsec. (a)(1). Pub. L. 112-141, §32931(b)(1),
amended par. (1) generally. Prior to amendment, text
read as follows: ‘“Not later than 1 year after the date of
enactment of this section, the Secretary of Transpor-
tation, after providing notice and opportunity for com-
ment, shall issue regulations establishing a program to
ensure that intermodal equipment used to transport
intermodal containers is safe and systematically main-
tained.”
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Subsec. (a)(4). Pub. L. 112-141, §32931(b)(2), struck out
par. (4). Text read as follows: ‘‘Not later than 120 days
after the date of enactment of this section, the Sec-
retary shall initiate a rulemaking proceeding for issu-
ance of the regulations under this section.”

2008—Subsec. (a)(3)(E)(ii). Pub. L. 110-244 substituted
“‘section” for ““Act”’.

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 2012 AMENDMENT

Amendment by Pub. L. 112-141 effective Oct. 1, 2012,
see section 3(a) of Pub. L. 112-141, set out as an Effec-
tive and Termination Dates of 2012 Amendment note
under section 101 of Title 23, Highways.

SUBCHAPTER IV—MISCELLANEOUS
PRIOR PROVISIONS

A prior subchapter IV consisted of sections 31161 and
31162, prior to repeal by Pub. L. 105-178, title IV, §4010,
June 9, 1998, 112 Stat. 407.

§31161. International cooperation

The Secretary of Transportation is authorized
to use funds made available by section 31110 to
participate and cooperate in international ac-
tivities to enhance motor carrier, commercial
motor vehicle, driver, and highway safety by
such means as exchanging information, conduct-
ing research, and examining needs, best prac-
tices, and new technology.

(Added Pub. L. 109-59, title IV, §4119(a), Aug. 10,
2005, 119 Stat. 1733; amended Pub. L. 114-94, div.
A, title V, §5103(c)(3), Dec. 4, 2015, 129 Stat. 15627.)

PRIOR PROVISIONS

Prior sections 31161 and 31162 were repealed by Pub.
L. 105-178, title IV, §4010, June 9, 1998, 112 Stat. 407.

Section 31161, Pub. L. 103-272, §1(e), July 5, 1994, 108
Stat. 1013, related to procedures to ensure timely cor-
rection of safety violations.

Section 31162, Pub. L. 103-272, §1(e), July 5, 1994, 108
Stat. 1014, related to compliance review priority.

AMENDMENTS

2015—Pub. L. 114-94 substituted ‘‘section 31110 for
“section 31104(1)”.

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 2015 AMENDMENT

Amendment by Pub. L. 114-94 effective Oct. 1, 2015,
see section 1003 of Pub. L. 114-94, set out as a note
under section 5313 of Title 5, Government Organization
and Employees.

CHAPTER 313—COMMERCIAL MOTOR
VEHICLE OPERATORS

Sec.
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31303. Notification requirements.
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31306a. National clearinghouse for positive controlled
substance and alcohol test results of com-
mercial motor vehicle operators.:

31307. Minimum training requirements for operators
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180 in original. Does not conform to section catchline.



Page 775

Sec.

31313. Commercial driver’s license program imple-
mentation financial assistance program.

31314. Withholding amounts for State noncompli-

ance.

31315. Waivers, exemptions, and pilot programs.
31316. Limitation on statutory construction.
31317. Procedure for prescribing regulations.

AMENDMENTS

2015—Pub. L. 114-94, div. A, title V, §5104(b), Dec. 4,
2015, 129 Stat. 15629, substituted ‘‘Commercial driver’s li-
cense program implementation financial assistance
program’’ for ‘‘Grants for commercial driver’s license
program implementation’ in item 31313.

2012—Pub. L. 112-141, div. C, title II, §§32304(d),
32402(b), 32604(b)(2), July 6, 2012, 126 Stat. 792, 802, 809,
added items 31305, 31306a, and 31313 and struck out
former items 31305 ‘‘General driver fitness and testing”’
and 31313 ‘‘Grants for commercial driver’s license pro-
gram improvements”’.

2005—Pub. L. 109-59, title IV, §4124(b), Aug. 10, 2005,
119 Stat. 1738, added item 31313.

1999—Pub. L. 106-159, title II, §203(b), Dec. 9, 1999, 113
Stat. 1762, added item 31312.

1998—Pub. L. 105-178, title IV, §§4007(b), 4011(b)(2), (f),
June 9, 1998, 112 Stat. 403, 407, 408, substituted ‘‘Com-
mercial driver’s license requirement’ for ‘“Limitation
on the number of driver’s licenses’ in item 31302 and
“Waivers, exemptions, and pilot programs’’ for ‘“‘Waiver
authority’ in item 31315 and struck out items 31312
“Grants for testing and ensuring the fitness of opera-
tors of commercial motor vehicles’” and 31313 ‘‘Grants
for issuing commercial drivers’ licenses and complying
with State participation requirements’.

§31301. Definitions

In this chapter—

(1) ‘“‘alcohol” has the same meaning given
the term ‘‘alcoholic beverage’ in section 158(c)
of title 23.

(2) ‘“‘commerce” means trade, traffic, and
transportation—

(A) in the jurisdiction of the United States
between a place in a State and a place out-
side that State (including a place outside
the United States); or

(B) in the United States that affects trade,
traffic, and transportation described in sub-
clause (A) of this clause.

(3) ‘“‘commercial driver’s license’ means a li-
cense issued by a State to an individual au-
thorizing the individual to operate a class of
commercial motor vehicles.

(4) ‘“‘commercial motor vehicle” means a
motor vehicle used in commerce to transport
passengers or property that—

(A) has a gross vehicle weight rating or
gross vehicle weight of at least 26,001
pounds, whichever is greater, or a lesser
gross vehicle weight rating or gross vehicle
weight the Secretary of Transportation pre-
scribes by regulation, but not less than a
gross vehicle weight rating of 10,001 pounds;

(B) is designed to transport at least 16 pas-
sengers including the driver; or

(C) is used to transport material found by
the Secretary to be hazardous under section
5103 of this title, except that a vehicle shall
not be included as a commercial motor vehi-
cle under this subclause if—

(i) the vehicle does not satisfy the
weight requirements of subclause (A) of
this clause;
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(ii) the vehicle is transporting material
listed as hazardous under section 306(a) of
the Comprehensive Environmental Re-
sponse, Compensation, and Liability Act of
1980 (42 U.S.C. 96566(a)) and is not otherwise
regulated by the Secretary or is transport-
ing a consumer commodity or limited
quantity of hazardous material as defined
in section 171.8 of title 49, Code of Federal
Regulations; and

(iii) the Secretary does not deny the ap-
plication of this exception to the vehicle
(individually or as part of a class of motor
vehicles) in the interest of safety.

(5) except in section 31306, ‘‘controlled sub-
stance’ has the same meaning given that term
in section 102 of the Comprehensive Drug
Abuse Prevention and Control Act of 1970 (21
U.S.C. 802).

(6) ‘““driver’s license’ means a license issued
by a State to an individual authorizing the in-
dividual to operate a motor vehicle on high-
ways.

(7) “employee’” means an operator of a com-
mercial motor vehicle (including an independ-
ent contractor when operating a commercial
motor vehicle) who is employed by an em-
ployer.

(8) ‘“‘employer’” means a person (including
the United States Government, a State, or a
political subdivision of a State) that owns or
leases a commercial motor vehicle or assigns
employees to operate a commercial motor ve-
hicle.

(9) ““felony’” means an offense under a law of
the United States or a State that is punishable
by death or imprisonment for more than one
year.

(10) ‘“‘foreign commercial driver’” means an
individual licensed to operate a commercial
motor vehicle by an authority outside the
United States, or a citizen of a foreign country
who operates a commercial motor vehicle in
the United States.

(11) ‘“‘hazardous material”’> has the same
meaning given that term in section 5102 of this
title.

(12) ‘“‘motor vehicle” means a vehicle, ma-
chine, tractor, trailer, or semitrailer propelled
or drawn by mechanical power and used on
public streets, roads, or highways, but does
not include a vehicle, machine, tractor, trail-
er, or semitrailer operated only on a rail line
or custom harvesting farm machinery.

(13) ‘‘serious traffic violation’ means—

(A) excessive speeding, as defined by the
Secretary by regulation;

(B) reckless driving, as defined under State
or local law;

(C) a violation of a State or local law on
motor vehicle traffic control (except a park-
ing violation) and involving a fatality, other
than a violation to which section
31310(b)(1)(E) or 31310(c)(1)(E) applies;

(D) driving a commercial motor vehicle
when the individual has not obtained a com-
mercial driver’s license;

(E) driving a commercial motor vehicle
when the individual does not have in his or
her possession a commercial driver’s license
unless the individual provides, by the date
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