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the President pro tempore of the Senate on the 
same calendar day. Each report so transmitted 
shall be referred to the Committee on Foreign 
Affairs of the House of Representatives and to 
the Committee on Foreign Relations of the Sen-
ate for appropriate action. If, when the report is 
transmitted, the Congress has adjourned sine die 
or has adjourned for any period in excess of 
three calendar days, the Speaker of the House of 
Representatives and the President pro tempore 
of the Senate, if they deem it advisable (or if pe-
titioned by at least 30 percent of the member-
ship of their respective Houses) shall jointly re-
quest the President to convene Congress in 
order that it may consider the report and take 
appropriate action pursuant to this section. 

(b) Termination of use of United States Armed 
Forces; exceptions; extension period 

Within sixty calendar days after a report is 
submitted or is required to be submitted pursu-
ant to section 1543(a)(1) of this title, whichever 
is earlier, the President shall terminate any use 
of United States Armed Forces with respect to 
which such report was submitted (or required to 
be submitted), unless the Congress (1) has de-
clared war or has enacted a specific authoriza-
tion for such use of United States Armed Forces, 
(2) has extended by law such sixty-day period, or 
(3) is physically unable to meet as a result of an 
armed attack upon the United States. Such 
sixty-day period shall be extended for not more 
than an additional thirty days if the President 
determines and certifies to the Congress in writ-
ing that unavoidable military necessity respect-
ing the safety of United States Armed Forces re-
quires the continued use of such armed forces in 
the course of bringing about a prompt removal 
of such forces. 

(c) Concurrent resolution for removal by Presi-
dent of United States Armed Forces 

Notwithstanding subsection (b), at any time 
that United States Armed Forces are engaged in 
hostilities outside the territory of the United 
States, its possessions and territories without a 
declaration of war or specific statutory author-
ization, such forces shall be removed by the 
President if the Congress so directs by concur-
rent resolution. 

(Pub. L. 93–148, § 5, Nov. 7, 1973, 87 Stat. 556.) 

§ 1545. Congressional priority procedures for 
joint resolution or bill 

(a) Time requirement; referral to Congressional 
committee; single report 

Any joint resolution or bill introduced pursu-
ant to section 1544(b) of this title at least thirty 
calendar days before the expiration of the sixty- 
day period specified in such section shall be re-
ferred to the Committee on Foreign Affairs of 
the House of Representatives or the Committee 
on Foreign Relations of the Senate, as the case 
may be, and such committee shall report one 
such joint resolution or bill, together with its 
recommendations, not later than twenty-four 
calendar days before the expiration of the sixty- 
day period specified in such section, unless such 
House shall otherwise determine by the yeas and 
nays. 

(b) Pending business; vote 

Any joint resolution or bill so reported shall 
become the pending business of the House in 
question (in the case of the Senate the time for 
debate shall be equally divided between the pro-
ponents and the opponents), and shall be voted 
on within three calendar days thereafter, unless 
such House shall otherwise determine by yeas 
and nays. 

(c) Referral to other House committee 

Such a joint resolution or bill passed by one 
House shall be referred to the committee of the 
other House named in subsection (a) and shall be 
reported out not later than fourteen calendar 
days before the expiration of the sixty-day pe-
riod specified in section 1544(b) of this title. The 
joint resolution or bill so reported shall become 
the pending business of the House in question 
and shall be voted on within three calendar days 
after it has been reported, unless such House 
shall otherwise determine by yeas and nays. 

(d) Disagreement between Houses 

In the case of any disagreement between the 
two Houses of Congress with respect to a joint 
resolution or bill passed by both Houses, con-
ferees shall be promptly appointed and the com-
mittee of conference shall make and file a re-
port with respect to such resolution or bill not 
later than four calendar days before the expira-
tion of the sixty-day period specified in section 
1544(b) of this title. In the event the conferees 
are unable to agree within 48 hours, they shall 
report back to their respective Houses in dis-
agreement. Notwithstanding any rule in either 
House concerning the printing of conference re-
ports in the Record or concerning any delay in 
the consideration of such reports, such report 
shall be acted on by both Houses not later than 
the expiration of such sixty-day period. 

(Pub. L. 93–148, § 6, Nov. 7, 1973, 87 Stat. 557.) 

§ 1546. Congressional priority procedures for 
concurrent resolution 

(a) Referral to Congressional committee; single 
report 

Any concurrent resolution introduced pursu-
ant to section 1544(c) of this title shall be re-
ferred to the Committee on Foreign Affairs of 
the House of Representatives or the Committee 
on Foreign Relations of the Senate, as the case 
may be, and one such concurrent resolution 
shall be reported out by such committee to-
gether with its recommendations within fifteen 
calendar days, unless such House shall otherwise 
determine by the yeas and nays. 

(b) Pending business; vote 

Any concurrent resolution so reported shall 
become the pending business of the House in 
question (in the case of the Senate the time for 
debate shall be equally divided between the pro-
ponents and the opponents) and shall be voted 
on within three calendar days thereafter, unless 
such House shall otherwise determine by yeas 
and nays. 

(c) Referral to other House committee 

Such a concurrent resolution passed by one 
House shall be referred to the committee of the 



Page 127 TITLE 50—WAR AND NATIONAL DEFENSE § 1548 

other House named in subsection (a) and shall be 
reported out by such committee together with 
its recommendations within fifteen calendar 
days and shall thereupon become the pending 
business of such House and shall be voted upon 
within three calendar days, unless such House 
shall otherwise determine by yeas and nays. 

(d) Disagreement between Houses 

In the case of any disagreement between the 
two Houses of Congress with respect to a concur-
rent resolution passed by both Houses, conferees 
shall be promptly appointed and the committee 
of conference shall make and file a report with 
respect to such concurrent resolution within six 
calendar days after the legislation is referred to 
the committee of conference. Notwithstanding 
any rule in either House concerning the printing 
of conference reports in the Record or concern-
ing any delay in the consideration of such re-
ports, such report shall be acted on by both 
Houses not later than six calendar days after the 
conference report is filed. In the event the con-
ferees are unable to agree within 48 hours, they 
shall report back to their respective Houses in 
disagreement. 

(Pub. L. 93–148, § 7, Nov. 7, 1973, 87 Stat. 557.) 

§ 1546a. Expedited procedures for certain joint 
resolutions and bills 

Any joint resolution or bill introduced in ei-
ther House which requires the removal of United 
States Armed Forces engaged in hostilities out-
side the territory of the United States, its pos-
sessions and territories, without a declaration of 
war or specific statutory authorization shall be 
considered in accordance with the procedures of 
section 601(b) of the International Security As-
sistance and Arms Export Control Act of 1976, 
except that any such resolution or bill shall be 
amendable. If such a joint resolution or bill 
should be vetoed by the President, the time for 
debate in consideration of the veto message on 
such measure shall be limited to twenty hours 
in the Senate and in the House shall be deter-
mined in accordance with the Rules of the 
House. 

(Pub. L. 98–164, title X, § 1013, Nov. 22, 1983, 97 
Stat. 1062.) 

REFERENCES IN TEXT 

Section 601(b) of the International Security Assist-

ance and Arms Export Control Act of 1976, referred to 

in text, is section 601(b) of Pub. L. 94–329, title VI, June 

30, 1976, 90 Stat. 765, which was not classified to the 

Code. 

CODIFICATION 

Section was enacted as part of the Department of 

State Authorization Act, Fiscal Years 1984 and 1985, 

and not as part of the War Powers Resolution which 

comprises this chapter. 

§ 1547. Interpretation of joint resolution 

(a) Inferences from any law or treaty 

Authority to introduce United States Armed 
Forces into hostilities or into situations where-
in involvement in hostilities is clearly indicated 
by the circumstances shall not be inferred— 

(1) from any provision of law (whether or not 
in effect before November 7, 1973), including 

any provision contained in any appropriation 
Act, unless such provision specifically author-
izes the introduction of United States Armed 
Forces into hostilities or into such situations 
and states that it is intended to constitute 
specific statutory authorization within the 
meaning of this chapter; or 

(2) from any treaty heretofore or hereafter 
ratified unless such treaty is implemented by 
legislation specifically authorizing the intro-
duction of United States Armed Forces into 
hostilities or into such situations and stating 
that it is intended to constitute specific statu-
tory authorization within the meaning of this 
chapter. 

(b) Joint headquarters operations of high-level 
military commands 

Nothing in this chapter shall be construed to 
require any further specific statutory authoriza-
tion to permit members of United States Armed 
Forces to participate jointly with members of 
the armed forces of one or more foreign coun-
tries in the headquarters operations of high- 
level military commands which were established 
prior to November 7, 1973, and pursuant to the 
United Nations Charter or any treaty ratified by 
the United States prior to such date. 

(c) Introduction of United States Armed Forces 

For purposes of this chapter, the term ‘‘intro-
duction of United States Armed Forces’’ in-
cludes the assignment of members of such armed 
forces to command, coordinate, participate in 
the movement of, or accompany the regular or 
irregular military forces of any foreign country 
or government when such military forces are en-
gaged, or there exists an imminent threat that 
such forces will become engaged, in hostilities. 

(d) Constitutional authorities or existing treaties 
unaffected; construction against grant of 
Presidential authority respecting use of 
United States Armed Forces 

Nothing in this chapter— 

(1) is intended to alter the constitutional au-
thority of the Congress or of the President, or 
the provisions of existing treaties; or 

(2) shall be construed as granting any au-
thority to the President with respect to the 
introduction of United States Armed Forces 
into hostilities or into situations wherein in-
volvement in hostilities is clearly indicated by 
the circumstances which authority he would 
not have had in the absence of this chapter. 

(Pub. L. 93–148, § 8, Nov. 7, 1973, 87 Stat. 558.) 

§ 1548. Separability 

If any provision of this chapter or the applica-
tion thereof to any person or circumstance is 
held invalid, the remainder of the chapter and 
the application of such provision to any other 
person or circumstance shall not be affected 
thereby. 

(Pub. L. 93–148, § 9, Nov. 7, 1973, 87 Stat. 559.) 
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