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The current situation at the southern border presents 

a border security and humanitarian crisis that threat-

ens core national security interests and constitutes a 

national emergency. The southern border is a major 

entry point for criminals, gang members, and illicit 

narcotics. The problem of large-scale unlawful migra-

tion through the southern border is long-standing, and 

despite the executive branch’s exercise of existing stat-

utory authorities, the situation has worsened in cer-

tain respects in recent years. In particular, recent 

years have seen sharp increases in the number of fam-

ily units entering and seeking entry to the United 

States and an inability to provide detention space for 

many of these aliens while their removal proceedings 

are pending. If not detained, such aliens are often re-

leased into the country and are often difficult to re-

move from the United States because they fail to ap-

pear for hearings, do not comply with orders of re-

moval, or are otherwise difficult to locate. In response 

to the directive in my April 4, 2018, memorandum and 

subsequent requests for support by the Secretary of 

Homeland Security, the Department of Defense has 

provided support and resources to the Department of 

Homeland Security at the southern border. Because of 

the gravity of the current emergency situation, it is 

necessary for the Armed Forces to provide additional 

support to address the crisis. 

NOW, THEREFORE, I, DONALD J. TRUMP, by the 

authority vested in me by the Constitution and the 

laws of the United States of America, including sec-

tions 201 and 301 of the National Emergencies Act (50 

U.S.C. 1601 et seq.) [50 U.S.C. 1621, 1631], hereby declare 

that a national emergency exists at the southern bor-

der of the United States, and that section 12302 of title 

10, United States Code, is invoked and made available, 

according to its terms, to the Secretaries of the mili-

tary departments concerned, subject to the direction of 

the Secretary of Defense in the case of the Secretaries 

of the Army, Navy, and Air Force. To provide addi-

tional authority to the Department of Defense to sup-

port the Federal Government’s response to the emer-

gency at the southern border, I hereby declare that this 

emergency requires use of the Armed Forces and, in ac-

cordance with section 301 of the National Emergencies 

Act (50 U.S.C. 1631), that the construction authority 

provided in section 2808 of title 10, United States Code, 

is invoked and made available, according to its terms, 

to the Secretary of Defense and, at the discretion of the 

Secretary of Defense, to the Secretaries of the military 

departments. I hereby direct as follows: 

SECTION 1. The Secretary of Defense, or the Secretary 

of each relevant military department, as appropriate 

and consistent with applicable law, shall order as many 

units or members of the Ready Reserve to active duty 

as the Secretary concerned, in the Secretary’s discre-

tion, determines to be appropriate to assist and support 

the activities of the Secretary of Homeland Security at 

the southern border. 

SEC. 2. The Secretary of Defense, the Secretary of the 

Interior, the Secretary of Homeland Security, and, sub-

ject to the discretion of the Secretary of Defense, the 

Secretaries of the military departments, shall take all 

appropriate actions, consistent with applicable law, to 

use or support the use of the authorities herein in-

voked, including, if necessary, the transfer and accept-

ance of jurisdiction over border lands. 

SEC. 3. This proclamation is not intended to, and does 

not, create any right or benefit, substantive or proce-

dural, enforceable at law or in equity by any party 

against the United States, its departments, agencies, or 

entities, its officers, employees, or agents, or any other 

person. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my 

hand this fifteenth day of February, in the year of our 

Lord two thousand nineteen, and of the Independence 

of the United States of America the two hundred and 

forty-third. 

DONALD J. TRUMP. 

§ 1622. National emergencies 

(a) Termination methods 

Any national emergency declared by the 
President in accordance with this subchapter 
shall terminate if— 

(1) there is enacted into law a joint resolu-
tion terminating the emergency; or 

(2) the President issues a proclamation ter-
minating the emergency. 

Any national emergency declared by the Presi-
dent shall be terminated on the date specified in 
any joint resolution referred to in clause (1) or 
on the date specified in a proclamation by the 
President terminating the emergency as pro-
vided in clause (2) of this subsection, whichever 
date is earlier, and any powers or authorities ex-
ercised by reason of said emergency shall cease 
to be exercised after such specified date, except 
that such termination shall not affect— 

(A) any action taken or proceeding pending 
not finally concluded or determined on such 
date; 

(B) any action or proceeding based on any 
act committed prior to such date; or 

(C) any rights or duties that matured or pen-
alties that were incurred prior to such date. 

(b) Termination review of national emergencies 
by Congress 

Not later than six months after a national 
emergency is declared, and not later than the 
end of each six-month period thereafter that 
such emergency continues, each House of Con-
gress shall meet to consider a vote on a joint 
resolution to determine whether that emergency 
shall be terminated. 

(c) Joint resolution; referral to Congressional 
committees; conference committee in event 
of disagreement; filing of report; termination 
procedure deemed part of rules of House and 
Senate 

(1) A joint resolution to terminate a national 
emergency declared by the President shall be re-
ferred to the appropriate committee of the 
House of Representatives or the Senate, as the 
case may be. One such joint resolution shall be 
reported out by such committee together with 
its recommendations within fifteen calendar 
days after the day on which such resolution is 
referred to such committee, unless such House 
shall otherwise determine by the yeas and nays. 

(2) Any joint resolution so reported shall be-
come the pending business of the House in ques-
tion (in the case of the Senate the time for de-
bate shall be equally divided between the pro-
ponents and the opponents) and shall be voted 
on within three calendar days after the day on 
which such resolution is reported, unless such 
House shall otherwise determine by yeas and 
nays. 

(3) Such a joint resolution passed by one House 
shall be referred to the appropriate committee 
of the other House and shall be reported out by 
such committee together with its recommenda-
tions within fifteen calendar days after the day 
on which such resolution is referred to such 
committee and shall thereupon become the 
pending business of such House and shall be 
voted upon within three calendar days after the 
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day on which such resolution is reported, unless 

such House shall otherwise determine by yeas 

and nays. 

(4) In the case of any disagreement between 

the two Houses of Congress with respect to a 

joint resolution passed by both Houses, con-

ferees shall be promptly appointed and the com-

mittee of conference shall make and file a re-

port with respect to such joint resolution within 

six calendar days after the day on which man-

agers on the part of the Senate and the House 

have been appointed. Notwithstanding any rule 

in either House concerning the printing of con-

ference reports or concerning any delay in the 

consideration of such reports, such report shall 

be acted on by both Houses not later than six 

calendar days after the conference report is filed 

in the House in which such report is filed first. 

In the event the conferees are unable to agree 

within forty-eight hours, they shall report back 

to their respective Houses in disagreement. 

(5) Paragraphs (1)–(4) of this subsection, sub-

section (b) of this section, and section 1651(b) of 

this title are enacted by Congress— 

(A) as an exercise of the rulemaking power 

of the Senate and the House of Representa-

tives, respectively, and as such they are 

deemed a part of the rules of each House, re-

spectively, but applicable only with respect to 

the procedure to be followed in the House in 

the case of resolutions described by this sub-

section; and they supersede other rules only to 

the extent that they are inconsistent there-

with; and 

(B) with full recognition of the constitu-

tional right of either House to change the 

rules (so far as relating to the procedure of 

that House) at any time, in the same manner, 

and to the same extent as in the case of any 

other rule of that House. 

(d) Automatic termination of national emer-
gency; continuation notice from President to 
Congress; publication in Federal Register 

Any national emergency declared by the 

President in accordance with this subchapter, 

and not otherwise previously terminated, shall 

terminate on the anniversary of the declaration 

of that emergency if, within the ninety-day pe-

riod prior to each anniversary date, the Presi-

dent does not publish in the Federal Register 

and transmit to the Congress a notice stating 

that such emergency is to continue in effect 

after such anniversary. 

(Pub. L. 94–412, title II, § 202, Sept. 14, 1976, 90 

Stat. 1255; Pub. L. 99–93, title VIII, § 801, Aug. 16, 

1985, 99 Stat. 448.) 

AMENDMENTS 

1985—Subsecs. (a) to (c). Pub. L. 99–93 substituted 

‘‘there is enacted into law a joint resolution terminat-

ing the emergency’’ for ‘‘Congress terminates the emer-

gency by concurrent resolution’’ in par. (1) of subsec. 

(a), and substituted ‘‘joint resolution’’ for ‘‘concurrent 

resolution’’ wherever appearing in second sentence of 

subsec. (a), subsec. (b), and pars. (1) to (4) of subsec. (c). 

SUBCHAPTER III—EXERCISE OF 
EMERGENCY POWERS AND AUTHORITIES 

§ 1631. Declaration of national emergency by Ex-
ecutive order; authority; publication in Fed-
eral Register; transmittal to Congress 

When the President declares a national emer-
gency, no powers or authorities made available 
by statute for use in the event of an emergency 
shall be exercised unless and until the President 
specifies the provisions of law under which he 
proposes that he, or other officers will act. Such 
specification may be made either in the declara-
tion of a national emergency, or by one or more 
contemporaneous or subsequent Executive or-
ders published in the Federal Register and 
transmitted to the Congress. 

(Pub. L. 94–412, title III, § 301, Sept. 14, 1976, 90 
Stat. 1257.) 

RELEASE OF AMERICAN HOSTAGES IN IRAN 

For provisions relating to the release of the Amer-

ican hostages in Iran, see Ex. Ord. Nos. 12276 to 12285, 

Jan. 19, 1981, 46 F.R. 7913 to 7932, listed in a table under 

section 1701 of this title. 

SUBCHAPTER IV—ACCOUNTABILITY AND 
REPORTING REQUIREMENTS OF PRESI-
DENT 

§ 1641. Accountability and reporting require-
ments of President 

(a) Maintenance of file and index of Presidential 
orders, rules and regulations during national 
emergency 

When the President declares a national emer-
gency, or Congress declares war, the President 
shall be responsible for maintaining a file and 
index of all significant orders of the President, 
including Executive orders and proclamations, 
and each Executive agency shall maintain a file 
and index of all rules and regulations, issued 
during such emergency or war issued pursuant 
to such declarations. 

(b) Presidential orders, rules and regulations; 
transmittal to Congress 

All such significant orders of the President, 
including Executive orders, and such rules and 
regulations shall be transmitted to the Congress 
promptly under means to assure confidentiality 
where appropriate. 

(c) Expenditures during national emergency; 
Presidential reports to Congress 

When the President declares a national emer-
gency or Congress declares war, the President 
shall transmit to Congress, within ninety days 
after the end of each six-month period after such 
declaration, a report on the total expenditures 
incurred by the United States Government dur-
ing such six-month period which are directly at-
tributable to the exercise of powers and authori-
ties conferred by such declaration. Not later 
than ninety days after the termination of each 
such emergency or war, the President shall 
transmit a final report on all such expenditures. 

(Pub. L. 94–412, title IV, § 401, Sept. 14, 1976, 90 
Stat. 1257.) 
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