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(b) The Congress declares that an adequate 
armed strength must be achieved and main-
tained to insure the security of this Nation. 

(c) The Congress further declares that in a free 
society the obligations and privileges of serving 
in the armed forces and the reserve components 
thereof should be shared generally, in accord-
ance with a system of selection which is fair and 
just, and which is consistent with the mainte-
nance of an effective national economy. 

(d) The Congress further declares, in accord-
ance with our traditional military policy as ex-
pressed in the National Defense Act of 1916, as 
amended, that it is essential that the strength 
and organization of the National Guard, both 
Ground and Air, as an integral part of the first 
line defenses of this Nation, be at all times 
maintained and assured. 

To this end, it is the intent of the Congress 
that whenever Congress shall determine that 
units and organizations are needed for the na-
tional security in excess of those of the Regular 
components of the Ground Forces and the Air 
Forces, and those in active service under this 
chapter, the National Guard of the United 
States, both Ground and Air, or such part there-
of as may be necessary, together with such units 
of the Reserve components as are necessary for 
a balanced force, shall be ordered to active Fed-
eral service and continued therein so long as 
such necessity exists. 

(e) The Congress further declares that ade-
quate provision for national security requires 
maximum effort in the fields of scientific re-
search and development, and the fullest possible 
utilization of the Nation’s technological, sci-
entific, and other critical manpower resources. 

(f) The Congress further declares that the Se-
lective Service System should remain adminis-
tratively independent of any other agency, in-
cluding the Department of Defense. 

(June 24, 1948, ch. 625, title I, § 1, 62 Stat. 604; 
June 19, 1951, ch. 144, title I, § 1(a), 65 Stat. 75; 
Pub. L. 90–40, § 1(1), June 30, 1967, 81 Stat. 100; 
Pub. L. 92–129, title I, § 101(a)(1), Sept. 28, 1971, 85 
Stat. 348; Pub. L. 96–107, title VIII, § 812, Nov. 9, 
1979, 93 Stat. 816.) 

REFERENCES IN TEXT 

The Military Selective Service Act, referred to in 

subsec. (a), is act June 24, 1948, ch. 625, 62 Stat. 604. Act 

was comprised of titles I and II, prior to repeal of title 

II by act Aug. 10, 1956, ch. 1041, § 53, 70A Stat. 641. Title 

I of the Act is classified principally to this chapter. 

Title II of the Act was classified to the Articles of War 

set out in former Title 10, Army and Air Force, to sec-

tions 61, 61a, 62a, 65, and 652a of former Title 10, and to 

section 180 of former Title 14, Coast Guard, prior to re-

peal. For complete classification of this Act to the 

Code, see Tables. 

The National Defense Act of 1916, referred to in sub-

sec. (d), is act June 3, 1916, ch. 134, 39 Stat. 166, which 

was classified generally throughout former Title 10, 

Army and Air Force, prior to repeal by act Aug. 10, 

1956, ch. 1041, § 53, 70A Stat. 641, and reenactment as 

parts of Title 10, Armed Forces, and Title 32, National 

Guard. 

This chapter, referred to in subsec. (d), was in the 

original ‘‘this title’’, meaning title I of act June 24, 

1948, ch. 625, 62 Stat. 604, which is classified principally 

to this chapter. For complete classification of title I to 

the Code, see Tables. 

CODIFICATION 

Section was formerly classified to section 451 of the 

former Appendix to this title prior to editorial reclassi-

fication and renumbering as this section. 

AMENDMENTS 

1979—Subsec. (f). Pub. L. 96–107 added subsec. (f). 

1971—Subsec. (a). Pub. L. 92–129 substituted ‘‘Military 

Selective Service Act’’ for ‘‘Military Selective Service 

Act of 1967’’. 

1967—Subsec. (a). Pub. L. 90–40 substituted ‘‘Military 

Selective Service Act of 1967’’ for ‘‘Universal Military 

Training and Service Act’’. 

1951—Subsec. (a). Act June 19, 1951, substituted ‘‘Uni-

versal Military Training and Service Act’’ for ‘‘Selec-

tive Service Act of 1948’’. 

SHORT TITLE OF 1969 AMENDMENT 

Pub. L. 91–124, § 1, Nov. 26, 1969, 83 Stat. 220, provided: 

‘‘That this Act [see Tables for classification] may be 

cited as the ‘Selective Service Amendment Act of 

1969’.’’ 

SHORT TITLE OF 1955 AMENDMENT 

Act June 30, 1955, ch. 250, § 1, 69 Stat. 223, provided: 

‘‘That this Act [see Tables for classification] may be 

cited as the ‘1955 Amendments to the Universal Mili-

tary Training and Service Act’.’’ 

SHORT TITLE OF 1951 AMENDMENT 

Act June 19, 1951, ch. 144, title I, § 7, 65 Stat. 89, pro-

vided that: ‘‘This title [see Tables for classification] 

may be cited as the ‘1951 Amendments to the Universal 

Military Training and Service Act’.’’ 

SHORT TITLE OF 1950 AMENDMENT 

Act Sept. 9, 1950, ch. 939, 64 Stat. 826, which amended 

section 3803 of this title, is popularly known as the 

‘‘Doctors Draft Act’’. 

Act June 30, 1950, ch. 445, § 4, 64 Stat. 319, provided 

that: ‘‘This Act [see Tables for classification] may be 

cited as the ‘Selective Service Extension Act of 1950’.’’ 

SEPARABILITY 

Act June 19, 1951, ch. 144, title I, § 5, 65 Stat. 88, pro-

vided that: ‘‘If any provisions of this Act [see Tables for 

classification] or the application thereof to any person 

or circumstances is held invalid, the validity of the re-

mainder of the Act and of the application of such provi-

sion to other persons and circumstances shall not be af-

fected thereby.’’ 

§ 3802. Registration 

(a) Except as otherwise provided in this chap-
ter it shall be the duty of every male citizen of 
the United States, and every other male person 
residing in the United States, who, on the day or 
days fixed for the first or any subsequent reg-
istration, is between the ages of eighteen and 
twenty-six, to present himself for and submit to 
registration at such time or times and place or 
places, and in such manner, as shall be deter-
mined by proclamation of the President and by 
rules and regulations prescribed hereunder. The 
provisions of this section shall not be applicable 
to any alien lawfully admitted to the United 
States as a nonimmigrant under section 
1101(a)(15) of title 8, for so long as he continues 
to maintain a lawful nonimmigrant status in 
the United States. 

(b) Regulations prescribed pursuant to sub-
section (a) may require that persons presenting 
themselves for and submitting to registration 
under this section provide, as part of such reg-
istration, such identifying information (includ-
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ing date of birth, address, and social security ac-
count number) as such regulations may pre-
scribe. 

(June 24, 1948, ch. 625, title I, § 3, 62 Stat. 605; 
June 19, 1951, ch. 144, title I, § 1(c), 65 Stat. 76; 
Pub. L. 92–129, title I, § 101(a)(2), Sept. 28, 1971, 85 
Stat. 348; Pub. L. 97–86, title IX, § 916(a), Dec. 1, 
1981, 95 Stat. 1129.) 

REFERENCES IN TEXT 

This chapter, referred to in subsec. (a), was in the 

original ‘‘this title’’, meaning title I of act June 24, 

1948, ch. 625, 62 Stat. 604, which is classified principally 

to this chapter. For complete classification of title I to 

the Code, see Tables. 

CODIFICATION 

Section was formerly classified to section 453 of the 

former Appendix to this title prior to editorial reclassi-

fication and renumbering as this section. 

AMENDMENTS 

1981—Pub. L. 97–86 designated existing provisions as 

subsec. (a) and added subsec. (b). 

1971—Pub. L. 92–129 substituted ‘‘male person residing 

in the United States’’ for ‘‘male person now or here-

after in the United States’’ and inserted provision mak-

ing section inapplicable to aliens lawfully admitted to 

the United States as nonimmigrants under section 

1101(a)(15) of Title 8 for so long as they maintain lawful 

nonimmigrant status in the United States. 

1951—Act June 19, 1951, made all male persons now or 

hereafter in the United States subject to registration. 

PROC. NO. 4360. TERMINATION OF REGISTRATION 

PROCEDURES 

Proc. No. 4360, Mar. 29, 1975, 40 F.R. 14567, 89 Stat. 

1255, provided: 

Under authority vested in the President by the Mili-

tary Selective Service Act (62 Stat. 604), as amended 

[see References in Text note set out under section 3801 

of this title], procedures have been established for the 

registration of male citizens of the United States and 

of other male persons who are subject to registration 

under section 3 of said act, as amended (85 Stat. 348) [50 

U.S.C. 3802]. 

In order to evaluate an annual registration system, 

existing procedures are being terminated and will be 

replaced by new procedures which will provide for peri-

odic registration. 

NOW, THEREFORE, I, GERALD R. FORD, President 

of the United States of America, by virtue of the au-

thority vested in me by the Constitution and the stat-

utes of the United States, including the Military Selec-

tive Service Act, as amended, do hereby revoke Procla-

mations No. 2799 of July 20, 1948, No. 2937 of August 16, 

1951, No. 2938 of August 16, 1951, No. 2942 of August 30, 

1951, No. 2972 of April 17, 1952, No. 3314 of September 14, 

1959, and No. 4101 of January 13, 1972; thereby terminat-

ing the present procedures for registration under the 

Military Selective Service Act, as amended. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my 

hand this twenty-ninth day of March in the year of our 

Lord nineteen hundred seventy-five, and of the Inde-

pendence of the United States of America the one hun-

dred ninety-ninth. 

GERALD R. FORD. 

PROC. NO. 4771. REGISTRATION UNDER THE SELECTIVE 

SERVICE ACT 

Proc. No. 4771, July 2, 1980, 45 F.R. 45247, 94 Stat. 3775, 

as amended by Proc. No. 7275, Feb. 22, 2000, 65 F.R. 9199, 

provided: 

Section 3 of the Military Selective Service Act, as 

amended (50 U.S.C. App. 453) [now 50 U.S.C. 3802], pro-

vides that male citizens of the United States and other 

male persons residing in the United States who are be-

tween the ages of 18 and 26, except those exempted by 

Sections 3 and 6(a) of the Military Selective Service 

Act [50 U.S.C. 3802, 3806(a)], must present themselves 

for registration at such time or times and place or 

places, and in such manner as determined by the Presi-

dent. Section 6(k) [50 U.S.C. 3806(k)] provides that such 

exceptions shall not continue after the cause for the ex-

emption ceases to exist. 

The Congress of the United States has made available 

the funds (H.J. Res. 521, approved by me on June 27, 

1980 [Pub. L. 96–282, June 27, 1980, 93 Stat. 552]), which 

are needed to initiate this registration, beginning with 

those born on or after January 1, 1960. 

NOW, THEREFORE, I, JIMMY CARTER, President of 

the United States of America, by the authority vested 

in me by the Military Selective Service Act, as amend-

ed (50 U.S.C. App. 451 et seq.) [now 50 U.S.C. 3801 et 

seq.], do hereby proclaim as follows: 

1–1. PERSONS TO BE REGISTERED AND DAYS OF 

REGISTRATION 

1–101. Male citizens of the United States and other 

males residing in the United States, unless exempted 

by the Military Selective Service Act, as amended, who 

were born on or after January 1, 1960, and who have at-

tained their eighteenth birthday, shall present them-

selves for registration in the manner and at the time 

and places as hereinafter provided. 

1–102. Persons born in calendar year 1960 shall present 

themselves for registration on any of the six days be-

ginning Monday, July 21, 1980. 

1–103. Persons born in calendar year 1961 shall present 

themselves for registration on any of the six days be-

ginning Monday, July 28, 1980. 

1–104. Persons born in calendar year 1962 shall present 

themselves for registration on any of the six days be-

ginning Monday, January 5, 1981. 

1–105. Persons born on or after January 1, 1963, shall 

present themselves for registration on the day they at-

tain the 18th anniversary of their birth or on any day 

within the period of 60 days beginning 30 days before 

such date; however, in no event shall such persons 

present themselves for registration prior to January 5, 

1981. 

1–106. Aliens who would be required to present them-

selves for registration pursuant to Sections 1–101 to 

1–105, but who are in processing centers on the dates 

fixed for registration, shall present themselves for reg-

istration within 30 days after their release from such 

centers. 

1–107. Aliens and noncitizen nationals of the United 

States who reside in the United States, but who are ab-

sent from the United States on the days fixed for their 

registration, shall present themselves for registration 

within 30 days after their return to the United States. 

1–108. Aliens and noncitizen nationals of the United 

States who, on or after July 1, 1980, come into and re-

side in the United States shall present themselves for 

registration in accordance with Sections 1–101 to 1–105 

or within 30 days after coming into the United States, 

whichever is later. 

1–109. Persons who would have been required to 

present themselves for registration pursuant to Sec-

tions 1–101 to 1–108 but for an exemption pursuant to 

Section 3 or 6(a) of the Military Selective Service Act, 

as amended [50 U.S.C. 3802, 3806(a)], or but for some con-

dition beyond their control such as hospitalization or 

incarceration, shall present themselves for registration 

within 30 days after the cause for their exempt status 

ceases to exist or within 30 days after the termination 

of the condition which was beyond their control. 

1–2. PLACES AND TIMES FOR REGISTRATION 

1–201. Persons who are required to be registered and 

who are in the United States shall register at the 

places and by the means designated by the Director of 

Selective Service. These places and means may include 

but are not limited to any classified United States Post 

Office, the Selective Service Internet web site, tele-
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phonic registration, registration on approved Govern-

ment forms, registration through high school and col-

lege registrars, and the Selective Service reminder 

mailback card. 

1–202. Citizens of the United States who are required 

to be registered and who are not in the United States, 

shall register via any of the places and methods author-

ized by the Director of Selective Service pursuant to 

paragraph 1–201 or present themselves at a United 

States Embassy or Consulate for registration before a 

diplomatic or consular officer of the United States or 

before a registrar duly appointed by a diplomatic or 

consular officer of the United States. 

1–203. The hours for registration in United States 

Post Offices shall be the business hours during the days 

of operation of the particular United States Post Of-

fice. The hours for registration in United States Em-

bassies and Consulates shall be those prescribed by the 

United States Embassies and Consulates. 

1–3. MANNER OF REGISTRATION 

1–301. Persons who are required to be registered shall 

comply with the registration procedures and other 

rules and regulations prescribed by the Director of Se-

lective Service. 

1–302. When reporting for registration each person 

shall present for inspection reasonable evidence of his 

identity. After registration, each person shall keep the 

Selective Service System informed of his current ad-

dress. 

Having proclaimed these requirements for registra-

tion, I urge everyone, including employers in the pri-

vate and public sectors, to cooperate with and assist 

those persons who are required to be registered in order 

to ensure a timely and complete registration. Also, I 

direct the heads of Executive agencies, when requested 

by the Director of Selective Service and to the extent 

permitted by law, to cooperate and assist in carrying 

out the purposes of this Proclamation. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my 

hand this second day of July, in the year of our Lord 

nineteen hundred and eighty, and of the Independence 

of the United States of America the two hundred and 

fourth. 

JIMMY CARTER. 

§ 3803. Persons liable for training and service 

(a) Age limits; training in National Security 
Training Corps; physical and mental fitness; 
adequate training facilities; assignment to 
stations and units; training period; medical 
specialist categories 

Except as otherwise provided in this chapter, 
every person required to register pursuant to 
section 3802 of this chapter who is between the 
ages of eighteen years and six months and twen-
ty-six years, at the time fixed for his registra-
tion, or who attains the age of eighteen years 
and six months after having been required to 
register pursuant to section 3802 of this title, or 
who is otherwise liable as provided in section 
3806(h) of this title, shall be liable for training 
and service in the Armed Forces of the United 
States: Provided, That each registrant shall be 
immediately liable for classification and exam-
ination, and shall, as soon as practicable follow-
ing his registration, be so classified and exam-
ined, both physically and mentally, in order to 
determine his availability for induction for 
training and service in the Armed Forces: Pro-

vided further, That, notwithstanding any other 
provision of law, any registrant who has failed 
or refused to report for induction shall continue 
to remain liable for induction and when avail-
able shall be immediately inducted. The Presi-

dent is authorized, from time to time, whether 
or not a state of war exists, to select and induct 
into the Armed Forces of the United States for 
training and service in the manner provided in 
this chapter (including but not limited to selec-
tion and induction by age group or age groups) 
such number of persons as may be required to 
provide and maintain the strength of the Armed 
Forces. 

At such time as the period of active service in 
the Armed Forces required under this chapter of 
persons who have not attained the nineteenth 
anniversary of the day of their birth has been re-
duced or eliminated pursuant to the provisions 
of subsection (k), and except as otherwise pro-
vided in this chapter, every person who is re-
quired to register under this chapter and who 
has not attained the nineteenth anniversary of 
the day of his birth on the date such period of 
active service is reduced or eliminated or who is 
otherwise liable as provided in section 3806(h) of 
this title, shall be liable for training in the Na-
tional Security Training Corps: Provided, That 
persons deferred under the provisions of section 
3806 of this title shall not be relieved from liabil-
ity for induction into the National Security 
Training Corps solely by reason of having ex-
ceeded the age of nineteen years during the pe-
riod of such deferment. The President is author-
ized, from time to time, whether or not a state 
of war exists, to select and induct for training in 
the National Security Training Corps as herein-
after provided such number of persons as may be 
required to further the purposes of this chapter. 

No person shall be inducted into the Armed 
Forces for training and service or shall be in-
ducted for training in the National Security 
Training Corps under this chapter until his ac-
ceptability in all respects, including his physical 
and mental fitness, has been satisfactorily de-
termined under standards prescribed by the Sec-
retary of Defense: Provided, That the minimum 
standards for physical acceptability established 
pursuant to this subsection shall not be higher 
than those applied to persons inducted between 
the ages of 18 and 26 in January 1945: Provided 

further, That the passing requirement for the 
Armed Forces Qualification Test shall be fixed 
at a percentile score of 10 points: And provided 

further, That except in time of war or national 
emergency declared by the Congress the stand-
ards and requirements fixed by the preceding 
two provisos may be modified by the President 
under such rules and regulations as he may pre-
scribe. 

No persons shall be inducted for such training 
and service until adequate provision shall have 
been made for such shelter, sanitary facilities, 
water supplies, heating and lighting arrange-
ments, medical care, and hospital accommoda-
tions for such persons as may be determined by 
the Secretary of Defense or the Secretary of 
Homeland Security to be essential to the public 
and personal health. 

The persons inducted into the Armed Forces 
for training and service under this chapter shall 
be assigned to stations or units of such forces. 
Persons inducted into the land forces of the 
United States pursuant to this chapter shall be 
deemed to be members of the Army of the 
United States; persons inducted into the naval 
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