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without reference to the intervening amendments list-
ed above because of the extensive revision of act Oct.
17, 1940, by Pub. L. 108-189.

Act Oct. 17, 1940, ch. 888, as added Pub. L. 108-189, §1,
Dec. 19, 2003, 117 Stat. 2835, comprising this chapter,
was formerly set out in the Appendix to this title, prior
to the elimination of the Appendix to this title and the
editorial reclassification of the Act as this chapter. For
disposition of sections of the former Appendix to this
title, see Table II, set out preceding section 1 of this
title.

§3901. Short title

This chapter may be cited as the ‘‘Service-
members Civil Relief Act”.

(Oct. 17, 1940, ch. 888, §1(a), as added Pub. L.
108-189, §1, Dec. 19, 2003, 117 Stat. 2835.)

CODIFICATION

Section was formerly classified to section 501 of the
former Appendix to this title prior to editorial reclassi-
fication and renumbering as this section.

PRIOR PROVISIONS

A prior section 1 of act Oct. 17, 1940, ch. 888, 54 Stat.
1178, provided that this Act could be cited as the Sol-
diers’ and Sailors’ Relief Act of 1940, prior to the gen-
eral amendment of this Act by Pub. L. 108-189.

EFFECTIVE DATE

Pub. L. 108-189, §3, Dec. 19, 2003, 117 Stat. 2866, pro-
vided that: ‘“The amendment made by section 1 [enact-
ing this chapter] shall apply to any case that is not
final before the date of the enactment of this Act [Dec.
19, 2003].”

SHORT TITLE OF 2016 AMENDMENT

Pub. L. 114-142, §1, Mar. 31, 2016, 130 Stat. 326, pro-
vided that: ‘“This Act [amending section 3953 of this
title and provisions set out as notes under section 3953
of this title] may be cited as the ‘Foreclosure Relief
and Extension for Servicemembers Act of 2015°.”

SHORT TITLE OF 2014 AMENDMENT

Pub. L. 113-286, §1, Dec. 18, 2014, 128 Stat. 3093, pro-
vided that: “This Act [amending provisions set out as
notes under section 3953 of this title] may be cited as
the ‘Foreclosure Relief and Extension for Service-
members Act of 2014°.”

SHORT TITLE OF 2010 AMENDMENT
Pub. L. 111-346, §1, Dec. 29, 2010, 124 Stat. 3622, pro-
vided that: “This Act [amending provisions set out as

a note under section 3953 of this title] may be cited as
the ‘Helping Heroes Keep Their Homes Act of 2010°.”

SHORT TITLE OF 2009 AMENDMENT
Pub. L. 111-97, §1, Nov. 11, 2009, 123 Stat. 3007, pro-
vided that: ‘“This Act [amending sections 3998, 4001, and
4025 of this title and enacting provisions set out as
notes under sections 3998, 4001, and 4025 of this title]
may be cited as the ‘Military Spouses Residency Relief
Act’.”
SHORT TITLE OF 1991 AMENDMENT
Pub. L. 102-12, §1, Mar. 18, 1991, 105 Stat. 34, provided
that: ‘“This Act [see Tables for classification] may be
cited as the ‘Soldiers’ and Sailors’ Civil Relief Act
Amendments of 1991°.”

SHORT TITLE OF 1942 AMENDMENT

Act Oct. 6, 1942, ch. 581, §1, 56 Stat. 769, provided:
“That this Act [see Tables for classification] may be
cited as the ‘Soldiers’ and Sailors’ Civil Relief Act
Amendments of 1942’.”

§3902. Purpose
The purposes of this chapter are—
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(1) to provide for, strengthen, and expedite
the national defense through protection ex-
tended by this chapter to servicemembers of
the United States to enable such persons to
devote their entire energy to the defense needs
of the Nation; and

(2) to provide for the temporary suspension
of judicial and administrative proceedings and
transactions that may adversely affect the
civil rights of servicemembers during their
military service.

(Oct. 17, 1940, ch. 888, §2, as added Pub. L. 108-189,
§1, Dec. 19, 2003, 117 Stat. 2836.)

CODIFICATION

Section was formerly classified to section 502 of the
former Appendix to this title prior to editorial reclassi-
fication and renumbering as this section.

PRIOR PROVISIONS

Provisions similar to this section were contained in
section 100 of act Oct. 17, 1940, ch. 888, art. I, 54 Stat.
1179, prior to the general amendment of this Act by
Pub. L. 108-189.

EFFECTIVE DATE

Section applicable to any case not final before Dec.
19, 2003, see section 3 of Pub. L. 108-189, set out as a
note under section 3901 of this title.

SUBCHAPTER I—-GENERAL PROVISIONS

§ 3911. Definitions

For the purposes of this chapter:
(1) Servicemember

The term ‘‘servicemember’ means a member
of the uniformed services, as that term is de-
fined in section 101(a)(5) of title 10.

(2) Military service

The term ‘‘military service’’ means—

(A) in the case of a servicemember who is
a member of the Army, Navy, Air Force, Ma-
rine Corps, or Coast Guard—

(i) active duty, as defined in section

101(d)(1) of title 10, and

(ii) in the case of a member of the Na-
tional Guard, includes service under a call
to active service authorized by the Presi-
dent or the Secretary of Defense for a pe-
riod of more than 30 consecutive days
under section 502(f) of title 32 for purposes
of responding to a national emergency de-
clared by the President and supported by

Federal funds;

(B) in the case of a servicemember who is
a commissioned officer of the Public Health
Service or the National Oceanic and Atmos-
pheric Administration, active service; and

©) any period during which a
servicemember is absent from duty on ac-
count of sickness, wounds, leave, or other
lawful cause.

(3) Period of military service

The term ‘‘period of military service’’ means
the period beginning on the date on which a
servicemember enters military service and
ending on the date on which the
servicemember is released from military serv-
ice or dies while in military service.
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