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nishing information or entering into or imple-
menting agreements, which have the effect of
furthering or supporting the restrictive trade
practices or boycotts fostered or imposed by
any foreign country against a country friendly
to the United States or any United States per-
son; and

(3) to foster international cooperation and
the development of international rules and in-
stitutions to assure reasonable access to world
supplies.

(Pub. L. 115-232, div. A, title XVII, §1772, Aug. 13,
2018, 132 Stat. 2234.)

§ 4842, Foreign boycotts

(a) Prohibitions and exceptions
(1) Prohibitions

For the purpose of implementing the policies
set forth in section 4841 of this title, the Presi-
dent shall issue regulations prohibiting any
United States person, with respect to that per-
son’s activities in the interstate or foreign
commerce of the United States, from taking
or knowingly agreeing to take any of the fol-
lowing actions with intent to comply with,
further, or support any boycott fostered or im-
posed by any foreign country, against a coun-
try which is friendly to the United States and
which is not itself the object of any form of
boycott pursuant to United States law or reg-
ulation:

(A) Refusing, or requiring any other person
to refuse, to do business with or in the boy-
cotted country, with any business concern
organized under the laws of the boycotted
country, with any national or resident of the
boycotted country, or with any other person,
pursuant to an agreement with, a require-
ment of, or a request from or on behalf of
the boycotting country. The mere absence of
a business relationship with or in the boy-
cotted country with any business concern
organized under the laws of the boycotted
country, with any national or resident of the
boycotted country, or with any other person,
does not indicate the existence of the intent
required to establish a violation of regula-
tions issued to carry out this subparagraph.

(B) Refusing, or requiring any other person
to refuse, to employ or otherwise discrimi-
nating against any United States person on
the basis of race, religion, sex, or national
origin of that person or of any owner, offi-
cer, director, or employee of such person.

(C) Furnishing information with respect to
the race, religion, sex, or national origin of
any United States person or of any owner,
officer, director, or employee of such person.

(D) Furnishing information about whether
any person has, has had, or proposes to have
any business relationship (including a rela-
tionship by way of sale, purchase, legal or
commercial representation, shipping or
other transport, insurance, investment, or
supply) with or in the boycotted country,
with any business concern organized under
the laws of the boycotted country, with any
national or resident of the boycotted coun-
try, or with any other person which is
known or believed to be restricted from hav-

ing any business relationship with or in the
boycotting country. Nothing in this subpara-
graph shall prohibit the furnishing of nor-
mal business information in a commercial
context as defined by the Secretary.

(E) Furnishing information about whether
any person is a member of, has made con-
tributions to, or is otherwise associated with
or involved in the activities of any chari-
table or fraternal organization which sup-
ports the boycotted country.

(F) Paying, honoring, confirming, or
otherwise implementing a letter of credit
which contains any condition or require-
ment compliance with which is prohibited
by regulations issued pursuant to this para-
graph, and no United States person shall, as
a result of the application of this paragraph,
be obligated to pay or otherwise honor or
implement such letter of credit.

(2) Exceptions

Regulations issued pursuant to paragraph (1)
shall provide exceptions for—
(A) complying or agreeing to comply with
requirements—

(i) prohibiting the import of goods or
services from the boycotted country or
goods produced or services provided by any
business concern organized under the laws
of the boycotted country or by nationals
or residents of the boycotted country; or

(ii) prohibiting the shipment of goods to
the boycotting country on a carrier of the
boycotted country, or by a route other
than that prescribed by the boycotting
country or the recipient of the shipment;

(B) complying or agreeing to comply with
import and shipping document requirements
with respect to the country of origin, the
name of the carrier and route of shipment,
the name of the supplier of the shipment or
the name of the provider of other services,
except that no information knowingly fur-
nished or conveyed in response to such re-
quirements may be stated in negative,
blacklisting, or similar exclusionary terms,
other than with respect to carriers or route
of shipment as may be permitted by such
regulations in order to comply with pre-
cautionary requirements protecting against
war risks and confiscation;

(C) complying or agreeing to comply in the
normal course of business with the unilat-
eral and specific selection by a boycotting
country, or national or resident thereof, of
carriers, insurers, suppliers of services to be
performed within the boycotting country or
specific goods which, in the normal course of
business, are identifiable by source when im-
ported into the boycotting country;

(D) complying or agreeing to comply with
export requirements of the boycotting coun-
try relating to shipments or transshipments
of exports to the boycotted country, to any
business concern of or organized under the
laws of the boycotted country, or to any na-
tional or resident of the boycotted country;

(E) compliance by an individual or agree-
ment by an individual to comply with the
immigration or passport requirements of
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any country with respect to such individual
or any member of such individual’s family or
with requests for information regarding re-
quirements of employment of such individ-
ual within the boycotting country; and

(F) compliance by a United States person
resident in a foreign country or agreement
by such person to comply with the laws of
that country with respect to his activities
exclusively therein, and such regulations
may contain exceptions for such resident
complying with the laws or regulations of
that foreign country governing imports into
such country of trademarked, trade named,
or similarly specifically identifiable prod-
ucts, or components of products for his own
use, including the performance of contrac-
tual services within that country, as may be
defined by such regulations.

(3) Special rules

Regulations issued pursuant to paragraphs
(2)(C) and (2)(F) shall not provide exceptions
from paragraphs (1)(B) and (1)(C).

(4) Rule of construction

Nothing in this subsection may be construed
to supersede or limit the operation of the anti-
trust or civil rights laws of the United States.

(5) Application

This section shall apply to any transaction
or activity undertaken, by or through a
United States person or any other person, with
intent to evade the provisions of this section
as implemented by the regulations issued pur-
suant to this subsection, and such regulations
shall expressly provide that the exceptions set
forth in paragraph (2) shall not permit activi-
ties or agreements (expressed or implied by a
course of conduct, including a pattern of re-
sponses) otherwise prohibited, which are not
within the intent of such exceptions.

(b) Foreign policy controls
(1) In general

In addition to the regulations issued pursu-
ant to subsection (a), regulations issued under
subchapter I to carry out the policies set forth
in section 4811(2)(D)! shall implement the poli-
cies set forth in this section.

(2) Requirements

Such regulations shall require that any
United States person receiving a request for
the furnishing of information, the entering
into or implementing of agreements, or the
taking of any other action referred to in sub-
section (a) shall report that fact to the Sec-
retary, together with such other information
concerning such request as the Secretary may
require for such action as the Secretary con-
siders appropriate for carrying out the policies
of that section. Such person shall also report
to the Secretary whether such person intends
to comply and whether such person has com-
plied with such request. Any report filed pur-
suant to this paragraph shall be made avail-
able promptly for public inspection and copy-
ing, except that information regarding the

1See References in Text note below.
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quantity, description, and value of any goods
or technology to which such report relates
may be kept confidential if the Secretary de-
termines that disclosure thereof would place
the United States person involved at a com-
petitive disadvantage. The Secretary shall pe-
riodically transmit summaries of the informa-
tion contained in such reports to the Sec-
retary of State for such action as the Sec-
retary of State, in consultation with the Sec-
retary, considers appropriate for carrying out
the policies set forth in section 4841 of this
title.
(c) Preemption

The provisions of this section and the regula-
tions issued pursuant thereto shall preempt any
law, rule, or regulation of any of the several
States or the District of Columbia, or any of the
territories or possessions of the United States,
or of any governmental subdivision thereof,
which law, rule, or regulation pertains to par-
ticipation in, compliance with, implementation
of, or the furnishing of information regarding
restrictive trade practices or boycotts fostered
or imposed by foreign countries against other
countries friendly to the United States.

(Pub. L. 115-232, div. A, title XVII, §1773, Aug. 13,
2018, 132 Stat. 2234.)

REFERENCES IN TEXT

Subchapter I, referred to in subsec. (b)(1), was in the
original ‘“‘part I’’, meaning part I (§§1751-1768) of sub-
title B of title XVII of div. A of Pub. L. 115-232, known
as the Export Controls Act of 2018, which is classified
principally to subchapter I of this chapter. For com-
plete classification of part I to the Code, see section
1751 of Pub. L. 115-232, set out as a Short Title note
under section 4801 of this title and Tables.

Section 4811(2)(D) of this title, referred to in subsec.
(b)(1), was in the original ‘‘section 1752(1)(D)”’, and was
translated as meaning section 1752(2)(D) of Pub. L.
115-232, to reflect the probable intent of Congress.

§ 4843. Enforcement
(a) Criminal penalty

A person who willfully commits, willfully at-
tempts to commit, or willfully conspires to com-
mit, or aids or abets in the commission of, an
unlawful act?! section 4842 of this title—

(1) shall, upon conviction, be fined not more
than $1,000,000; or
(2) if a natural person, may be imprisoned
for not more than 20 years, or both.
(b) Civil penalties

The President may impose the following civil
penalties on a person who violates section 4842
of this title or any regulation issued under this
subchapter:

(1) A fine of not more than $300,000 or an
amount that is twice the value of the trans-
action that is the basis of the violation with
respect to which the penalty is imposed,
whichever is greater.

(2) Revocation of a license issued under sub-
chapter I to the person.

(3) A prohibition on the person’s ability to
export, reexport, or in-country transfer any
items controlled under subchapter I.

180 in original.
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