
Page 81 TITLE 51—NATIONAL AND COMMERCIAL SPACE PROGRAMS § 50112 

‘‘(6) a stable and successful Commercial Resupply 

Services Program and Commercial Crew Program are 

critical to ensuring timely provisioning of the ISS 

and to reestablishing the capability to launch United 

States government astronauts from United States 

soil into orbit, ending reliance upon Russian trans-

port of United States government astronauts to the 

ISS which has not been possible since the retirement 

of the Space Shuttle program in 2011; 
‘‘(7) NASA should build upon the success of the 

Commercial Orbital Transportation Services Pro-

gram and Commercial Resupply Services Program 

that have allowed private sector companies to part-

ner with NASA to deliver cargo and scientific experi-

ments to the ISS since 2012; 
‘‘(8) the 21st Century Launch Complex Program has 

enabled significant modernization and infrastructure 

improvements at launch sites across the United 

States to support NASA’s Commercial Resupply 

Services Program and other civil and commercial 

space flight missions; and 
‘‘(9) the 21st Century Launch Complex Program 

should be continued in a manner that leverages State 

and private investments to achieve the goals of that 

program. 
‘‘(c) REAFFIRMATION.—Congress reaffirms— 

‘‘(1) its commitment to the use of a commercially 

developed, private sector launch and delivery system 

to the ISS for crew missions as expressed in the Na-

tional Aeronautics and Space Administration Au-

thorization Act of 2005 (Public Law 109–155; 119 Stat. 

2895) [see Tables for classification], the National 

Aeronautics and Space Administration Authorization 

Act of 2008 (Public Law 110–422; 122 Stat. 4779) [see 

Tables for classification], and the National Aero-

nautics and Space Administration Authorization Act 

of 2010 (42 U.S.C. 18301 et seq.); and 
‘‘(2) the requirement under section 50111(b)(1)(A) of 

title 51, United States Code, that the Administration 

shall make use of United States commercially pro-

vided ISS crew transfer and crew rescue services to 

the maximum extent practicable. 
‘‘(d) USE OF NON-UNITED STATES HUMAN SPACE FLIGHT 

TRANSPORTATION CAPABILITIES.—[Amended section 18311 

of Title 42.] 
‘‘(e) COMMERCIAL CREW PROGRAM.— 

‘‘(1) OBJECTIVE.—The objective of the Commercial 

Crew Program shall be to assist in the development 

and certification of commercially provided transpor-

tation that— 
‘‘(A) can carry United States government astro-

nauts safely, reliably, and affordably to and from 

the ISS; 
‘‘(B) can serve as a crew rescue vehicle; and 
‘‘(C) can accomplish subparagraphs (A) and (B) as 

soon as practicable. 
‘‘(2) PRIMARY CONSIDERATION.—The objective de-

scribed in paragraph (1) shall be the primary consid-

eration in the acquisition strategy for the Commer-

cial Crew Program. 
‘‘(3) SAFETY.— 

‘‘(A) IN GENERAL.—The Administrator shall pro-

tect the safety of government astronauts by ensur-

ing that each commercially provided transpor-

tation system under this subsection meets all appli-

cable human rating requirements in accordance 

with section 403(b)(1) of the National Aeronautics 

and Space Administration Authorization Act of 2010 

(42 U.S.C. 18342(b)(1)). 
‘‘(B) LESSONS LEARNED.—Consistent with the find-

ings and recommendations of the Columbia Acci-

dent Investigation Board, the Administration shall 

ensure that safety and the minimization of the 

probability of loss of crew are the critical priorities 

of the Commercial Crew Program. 

‘‘(4) COST MINIMIZATION.—The Administrator shall 

strive through the competitive selection process to 

minimize the life cycle cost to the Administration 

through the planned period of commercially provided 

crew transportation services. 

‘‘(f) COMMERCIAL CARGO PROGRAM.—[Amended section 

18341 of Title 42.] 
‘‘(g) COMPETITION.—It is the policy of the United 

States that, to foster the competitive development, op-

eration, improvement, and commercial availability of 

space transportation services, and to minimize the life 

cycle cost to the Administration, the Administrator 

shall procure services for Federal Government access 

to and return from the ISS, whenever practicable, via 

fair and open competition for well-defined, milestone- 

based, Federal Acquisition Regulation-based contracts 

under section 201(a) of the National Aeronautics and 

Space Administration Authorization Act of 2010 (42 

U.S.C. 18311(a)). 
‘‘(h) TRANSPARENCY.— 

‘‘(1) SENSE OF CONGRESS.—It is the sense of Congress 

that cost transparency and schedule transparency aid 

in effective program management and risk assess-

ment. 
‘‘(2) IN GENERAL.—The Administrator shall, to the 

greatest extent practicable and in a manner that does 

not add costs or schedule delays to the program, en-

sure all Commercial Crew Program and Commercial 

Resupply Services Program providers provide evi-

dence-based support for their costs and schedules. 
‘‘(i) ISS CARGO RESUPPLY SERVICES LESSONS 

LEARNED.—Not later than 120 days after the date of en-

actment of this Act [Mar. 21, 2017], the Administrator 

shall submit to the appropriate committees of Congress 

a report that— 
‘‘(1) identifies the lessons learned to date from pre-

vious and existing Commercial Resupply Services 

contracts; 
‘‘(2) indicates whether changes are needed to the 

manner in which the Administration procures and 

manages similar services prior to the issuance of fu-

ture Commercial Resupply Services procurement op-

portunities; and 
‘‘(3) identifies any lessons learned from the Com-

mercial Resupply Services contracts that should be 

applied to the procurement and management of com-

mercially provided crew transfer services to and from 

the ISS or to other future procurements. 

‘‘SEC. 303. ISS TRANSITION PLAN. 

‘‘(a) FINDINGS.—Congress finds that— 
‘‘(1) NASA has been both the primary supplier and 

consumer of human space flight capabilities and serv-

ices of the ISS and in low-Earth orbit; and 
‘‘(2) according to the National Research Council re-

port ‘Pathways to Exploration: Rationales and Ap-

proaches for a U.S. Program of Human Space Explo-

ration’ extending ISS beyond 2020 to 2024 or 2028 will 

have significant negative impacts on the schedule of 

crewed missions to Mars, without significant in-

creases in funding. 
‘‘(b) SENSE OF CONGRESS.—It is the sense of Congress 

that— 
‘‘(1) an orderly transition for United States human 

space flight activities in low-Earth orbit from the 

current regime, that relies heavily on NASA sponsor-

ship, to a regime where NASA is one of many cus-

tomers of a low-Earth orbit commercial human space 

flight enterprise may be necessary; and 
‘‘(2) decisions about the long-term future of the ISS 

impact the ability to conduct future deep space ex-

ploration activities, and that such decisions regard-

ing the ISS should be considered in the context of the 

human exploration roadmap under section 432 of this 

Act [set out in a note under section 20302 of this 

title]. 
‘‘(c) REPORTS.—[Amended this section.]’’ 
[For definitions of terms used in sections 301 to 303 of 

Pub. L. 115–10, set out above, see section 2 of Pub. L. 

115–10, set out as a note under section 10101 of this 

title.] 

§ 50112. Promotion of United States Global Posi-
tioning System standards 

In order to support and sustain the Global Po-

sitioning System in a manner that will most ef-
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fectively contribute to the national security, 

public safety, scientific, and economic interests 

of the United States, Congress encourages the 

President to— 

(1) ensure the operation of the Global Posi-

tioning System on a continuous worldwide 

basis free of direct user fees; 

(2) enter into international agreements that 

promote cooperation with foreign govern-

ments and international organizations to— 

(A) establish the Global Positioning Sys-

tem and its augmentations as an acceptable 

international standard; and 

(B) eliminate any foreign barriers to appli-

cations of the Global Positioning System 

worldwide; and 

(3) provide clear direction and adequate re-

sources to the Assistant Secretary of Com-

merce for Communications and Information so 

that on an international basis the Assistant 

Secretary can— 

(A) achieve and sustain efficient manage-

ment of the electromagnetic spectrum used 

by the Global Positioning System; and 

(B) protect that spectrum from disruption 

and interference. 

(Pub. L. 111–314, § 3, Dec. 18, 2010, 124 Stat. 3397.) 

HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES 

Revised 
Section 

Source (U.S. Code) Source (Statutes at Large) 

50112 .......... 42 U.S.C. 14712(b). Pub. L. 105–303, title I, 
§ 104(b), Oct. 28, 1998, 112 
Stat. 2852. 

FINDING 

Pub. L. 105–303, title I, § 104(a), Oct. 28, 1998, 112 Stat. 

2852, provided that: ‘‘The Congress finds that the Global 

Positioning System, including satellites, signal equip-

ment, ground stations, data links, and associated com-

mand and control facilities, has become an essential 

element in civil, scientific, and military space develop-

ment because of the emergence of a United States com-

mercial industry which provides Global Positioning 

System equipment and related services.’’ 

§ 50113. Acquisition of space science data 

(a) DEFINITION OF SPACE SCIENCE DATA.—In 

this section, the term ‘‘space science data’’ in-

cludes scientific data concerning— 

(1) the elemental and mineralogical re-

sources of the moon, asteroids, planets and 

their moons, and comets; 

(2) microgravity acceleration; and 

(3) solar storm monitoring. 

(b) ACQUISITION FROM COMMERCIAL PROVID-

ERS.—The Administrator shall, to the extent 

possible and while satisfying the scientific or 

educational requirements of the Administration, 

and where appropriate, of other Federal agencies 

and scientific researchers, acquire, where cost 

effective, space science data from a commercial 

provider. 

(c) TREATMENT OF SPACE SCIENCE DATA AS 

COMMERCIAL PRODUCT OR COMMERCIAL SERVICE 

UNDER ACQUISITION LAWS.—Acquisitions of space 

science data by the Administrator shall be car-

ried out in accordance with applicable acquisi-

tion laws and regulations (including chapters 137 

and 140 of title 10). For purposes of such law and 

regulations, space science data shall be consid-

ered to be a commercial product or commercial 

service. Nothing in this subsection shall be con-

strued to preclude the United States from ac-

quiring, through contracts with commercial pro-

viders, sufficient rights in data to meet the 

needs of the scientific and educational commu-

nity or the needs of other government activities. 

(d) SAFETY STANDARDS.—Nothing in this sec-

tion shall be construed to prohibit the Federal 

Government from requiring compliance with ap-

plicable safety standards. 

(e) LIMITATION.—This section does not author-

ize the Administration to provide financial as-

sistance for the development of commercial sys-

tems for the collection of space science data. 

(Pub. L. 111–314, § 3, Dec. 18, 2010, 124 Stat. 3397; 

Pub. L. 115–232, div. A, title VIII, § 836(g)(10)(A), 

Aug. 13, 2018, 132 Stat. 1874.) 

HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES 

Revised 
Section 

Source (U.S. Code) Source (Statutes at Large) 

50113 .......... 42 U.S.C. 14713. Pub. L. 105–303, title I, § 105, 
Oct. 28, 1998, 112 Stat. 2852. 

AMENDMENTS 

2018—Subsec. (c). Pub. L. 115–232 substituted ‘‘Com-

mercial Product or Commercial Service’’ for ‘‘Commer-

cial Item’’ in heading and ‘‘commercial product or com-

mercial service’’ for ‘‘commercial item’’ in text. 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 2018 AMENDMENT 

Amendment by Pub. L. 115–232 effective Jan. 1, 2020, 

subject to a savings provision, see section 836(h) of Pub. 

L. 115–232, set out as an Effective Date of 2018 Amend-

ment; Savings Provision note under section 453b of 

Title 6, Domestic Security. 

§ 50114. Administration of commercial space cen-
ters 

The Administrator shall administer the Com-

mercial Space Center program in a coordinated 

manner from Administration headquarters in 

Washington, D.C. 

(Pub. L. 111–314, § 3, Dec. 18, 2010, 124 Stat. 3398.) 

HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES 

Revised 
Section 

Source (U.S. Code) Source (Statutes at Large) 

50114 .......... 42 U.S.C. 14714. Pub. L. 105–303, title I, § 106, 
Oct. 28, 1998, 112 Stat. 2853. 

§ 50115. Sources of Earth science data 

(a) ACQUISITION.—The Administrator shall, to 

the extent possible and while satisfying the sci-

entific or educational requirements of the Ad-

ministration, and where appropriate, of other 

Federal agencies and scientific researchers, ac-

quire, where cost-effective, space-based and air-

borne Earth remote sensing data, services, dis-

tribution, and applications from a commercial 

provider. 

(b) TREATMENT AS COMMERCIAL PRODUCT OR 

COMMERCIAL SERVICE UNDER ACQUISITION 

LAWS.—Acquisitions by the Administrator of the 

data, services, distribution, and applications re-

ferred to in subsection (a) shall be carried out in 

accordance with applicable acquisition laws and 

regulations (including chapters 137 and 140 of 
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