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Rules of the House of Representatives, adopted by
House Resolution No. 5 (106th Congress, January 6,
1999), and Rule X(1)(0) of the Rules of the House of Rep-
resentatives, adopted by House Resolution No. 6 (110th
Congress, January 5, 2007).

CHANGE OF NAME

Committee on Science and Technology of House of
Representatives changed to Committee on Science,
Space, and Technology of House of Representatives by
House Resolution No. 5, One Hundred Twelfth Congress,
Jan. 5, 2011.
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AMENDMENTS

2010—Pub. L. 111-314, §4(d)(2), (3), Dec. 18, 2010, 124
Stat. 3440, transferred analysis for chapter 701 of Title
49, Transportation, and renumbered as analysis for
chapter 509 of this title and renumbered items 70101 to
70105, 70105a, 70106 to 70109, 70109a, and 70110 to 70121 as
50901 to 50923, respectively.

2004—Pub. L. 108-492, §2(c)(26), Dec. 23, 2004, 118 Stat.
3982, added item 70105a.

2000—Pub. L. 106-405, §3(b), Nov. 1, 2000, 114 Stat. 1752,
substituted ‘‘Office of Commercial Space Transpor-
tation” for ‘‘Authorization of appropriations” in item
70119.

Pub. L. 106-391, title III, §322(d), Oct. 30, 2000, 114 Stat.
1598, added item 70109a.

1998—Pub. L. 105-303, title I, §102(a)(1), Oct. 28, 1998,
112 Stat. 2846, substituted ‘‘launches, operations, and
reentries’” for ‘‘launches and operations’ in item 70104,
‘“‘launches, operation of launch sites and reentry sites,
and reentries’” for ‘‘launches and operation of launch
sites” in item 70108, inserted ‘‘or reentries’” after
‘‘scheduled launches’ in item 70109, and added items
70120 and 70121.

1994—Pub. L. 103-429, §6(78), Oct. 31, 1994, 108 Stat.
4388, made technical amendment to chapter heading.

§50901. Findings and purposes

(a) FINDINGS.—Congress finds that—

(1) the peaceful uses of outer space continue
to be of great value and to offer benefits to all
mankind;
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(2) private applications of space technology
have achieved a significant level of commer-
cial and economic activity and offer the poten-
tial for growth in the future, particularly in
the United States;

(3) new and innovative equipment and serv-
ices are being sought, produced, and offered by
entrepreneurs in telecommunications, infor-

mation services, microgravity research,
human space flight, and remote sensing tech-
nologies;

(4) the private sector in the United States
has the capability of developing and providing
private launching, reentry, and associated
services that would complement the launch-
ing, reentry, and associated capabilities of the
United States Government;

(5) the development of commercial launch
vehicles, reentry vehicles, and associated serv-
ices would enable the United States to retain
its competitive position internationally, con-
tributing to the national interest and eco-
nomic well-being of the United States;

(6) providing launch services and reentry
services by the private sector is consistent
with the national security and foreign policy
interests of the United States and would be fa-
cilitated by stable, minimal, and appropriate
regulatory guidelines that are fairly and expe-
ditiously applied;

(7) the United States should encourage pri-
vate sector launches, reentries, and associated
services and, only to the extent necessary,
regulate those launches, reentries, and serv-
ices to ensure compliance with international
obligations of the United States and to protect
the public health and safety, safety of prop-
erty, and national security and foreign policy
interests of the United States;

(8) space transportation, including the estab-
lishment and operation of launch sites, re-
entry sites, and complementary facilities, the
providing of launch services and reentry serv-
ices, the establishment of support facilities,
and the providing of support services, is an im-
portant element of the transportation system
of the United States, and in connection with
the commerce of the United States there is a
need to develop a strong space transportation
infrastructure with significant private sector
involvement;

(9) the participation of State governments in
encouraging and facilitating private sector in-
volvement in space-related activity, particu-
larly through the establishment of a space
transportation-related infrastructure, includ-
ing launch sites, reentry sites, complementary
facilities, and launch site and reentry site sup-
port facilities, is in the national interest and
is of significant public benefit;

(10) the goal of safely opening space to the
American people and their private commer-
cial, scientific, and cultural enterprises should
guide Federal space investments, policies, and
regulations;

(11) private industry has begun to develop
commercial launch vehicles capable of carry-
ing human beings into space and greater pri-
vate investment in these efforts will stimulate
the Nation’s commercial space transportation
industry as a whole;
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