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sec. (d)(b), is Pub. L. 91-646, Jan. 2, 1971, 84 Stat. 1894,
which is classified principally to chapter 61 (§4601 et
seq.) of Title 42, The Public Health and Welfare. For
complete classification of this Act to the Code, see
Short Title note set out under section 4601 of Title 42
and Tables.

AMENDMENTS

2010—Pub. L. 111-314, §4(d)(2), (4)(D), successively re-
numbered section 70304 of title 49 and section 70304 of
this title as this section.

Subsec. (d)(1). Pub. L. 111-314, §4(d)(6)(B), substituted
“section 303 of title 49 for ‘‘section 303 of this title”.

§51105. Authorization of appropriations

Not more than $10,000,000 may be appropriated
to the Secretary of Transportation to make
grants under this chapter. Amounts appro-
priated under this section remain available until
expended.

(Pub. L. 103-272, §1(e), July 5, 1994, 108 Stat. 1345,
§70305 of title 49; renumbered §70305 then §51105
of title 51, Pub. L. 111-314, §4(d)(2), (4)(E), Dec.
18, 2010, 124 Stat. 3440, 3441.)

HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES

Revised

Section Source (U.S. Code)

Source (Statutes at Large)

15:5804(b) (2d, last Nov. 4, 1992, Pub. L. 102-588,

sentences). §505(b) (2d, last sen-
tences), 106 Stat. 5125.
AMENDMENTS

2010—Pub. L. 111-314 successively renumbered section
70305 of title 49 and section 70305 of this title as this
section.

CHAPTER 513—SPACE RESOURCE COMMER-
CIAL EXPLORATION AND UTILIZATION

Sec.

51301. Definitions.

51302. Commercial exploration and commercial re-
covery.

51303. Asteroid resource and space resource rights.

AMENDMENTS

2015—Pub. L. 114-90, title IV, §402(a), Nov. 25, 2015, 129
Stat. 720, added chapter 513 and items 51301 to 51303.

§51301. Definitions

In this chapter:

(1) ASTEROID RESOURCE.—The term ‘‘asteroid
resource’’ means a space resource found on or
within a single asteroid.

(2) SPACE RESOURCE.—

(A) IN GENERAL.—The term ‘‘space re-
source’’ means an abiotic resource in situ in
outer space.

(B) INCLUSIONS.—The term ‘‘space re-
source’’ includes water and minerals.

(3) TUNITED STATES CITIZEN.—The term
“United States citizen’ has the meaning given
the term ‘‘citizen of the United States’ in sec-
tion 50902.

(Added Pub. L. 114-90, title IV, §402(a), Nov. 25,
2015, 129 Stat. 721.)

§51302. Commercial exploration and commercial
recovery

(a) IN GENERAL.—The President, acting
through appropriate Federal agencies, shall—
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(1) facilitate commercial exploration for and
commercial recovery of space resources by
United States citizens;

(2) discourage government barriers to the de-
velopment in the United States of economi-
cally viable, safe, and stable industries for
commercial exploration for and commercial
recovery of space resources in manners con-
sistent with the international obligations of
the United States; and

(3) promote the right of United States citi-
zens to engage in commercial exploration for
and commercial recovery of space resources
free from harmful interference, in accordance
with the international obligations of the
United States and subject to authorization
and continuing supervision by the Federal
Government.

(b) REPORT.—Not later than 180 days after the
date of enactment of this section, the President
shall submit to Congress a report on commercial
exploration for and commercial recovery of
space resources by United States citizens that
specifies—

(1) the authorities necessary to meet the
international obligations of the United States,
including authorization and continuing super-
vision by the Federal Government; and

(2) recommendations for the allocation of re-
sponsibilities among Federal agencies for the
activities described in paragraph (1).

(Added Pub. L. 114-90, title IV, §402(a), Nov. 25,
2015, 129 Stat. 721.)

REFERENCES IN TEXT

The date of enactment of this section, referred to in
subsec. (b), is the date of enactment of Pub. L. 114-90,
which was approved Nov. 25, 2015.

§51303. Asteroid resource and space resource
rights

A United States citizen engaged in commer-
cial recovery of an asteroid resource or a space
resource under this chapter shall be entitled to
any asteroid resource or space resource ob-
tained, including to possess, own, transport, use,
and sell the asteroid resource or space resource
obtained in accordance with applicable law, in-
cluding the international obligations of the
United States.

(Added Pub. L. 114-90, title IV, §402(a), Nov. 25,
2015, 129 Stat. 721.)

CHAPTER 515—OFFICE OF SPACEPORTS

Sec.1

51501.1 Establishment of Office of Spaceports.t

AMENDMENTS

2018—Pub. L. 115254, div. B, title V, §580(b)(1), Oct. 5,
2018, 132 Stat. 3395, added chapter 515 and item 51501.

§51501. Establishment of Office of Spaceports

(a) ESTABLISHMENT OF OFFICE.—Not later than
90 days after the date of enactment of this sec-
tion, the Secretary of Transportation shall iden-
tify, within the Office of Commercial Space

1Editorially supplied. Section added by Pub. L. 115-254 without

corresponding amendment of chapter analysis.
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Transportation, a centralized policy office to be
known as the Office of Spaceports.
(b) FuUNcTIONS.—The Office of Spaceports
shall—
(1) support licensing activities for operation
of launch and reentry sites;
(2) develop policies that promote infrastruc-
ture improvements at spaceports;
(3) provide technical assistance and guidance
to spaceports;
(4) promote United States spaceports within
the Department; and
(5) strengthen the Nation’s competitiveness
in commercial space transportation infra-
structure and increase resilience for the Fed-
eral Government and commercial customers.

(¢c) RECOGNITION.—In carrying out the func-
tions assigned in subsection (b), the Secretary
shall recognize the unique needs and distinc-
tions of spaceports that host—1

(1) launches to or reentries from orbit; and
(2) are involved in suborbital launch activi-
ties.

(d) DIRECTOR.—The head of the Office of the
Associate Administrator for Commercial Space
Transportation shall designate a Director of the
Office of Spaceports.

(e) DEFINITION.—In this section the term
“‘spaceport’ means a launch or reentry site that
is operated by an entity licensed by the Sec-
retary of Transportation.

(Added Pub. L. 115-254, div. B, title V, §580(b)(1),
Oct. 5, 2018, 132 Stat. 3395.)

REFERENCES IN TEXT

The date of enactment of this section, referred to in
subsec. (a), is the date of enactment of Pub. L. 115-254,
which was approved Oct. 5, 2018.

Subtitle VI—Earth Observations

CHAPTER 601—LAND REMOTE SENSING
POLICY

SUBCHAPTER I—GENERAL

Sec.
60101. Definitions.
SUBCHAPTER II—LANDSAT
60111. Landsat Program Management.
60112. Transfer of Landsat 6 program responsibil-
ities.
60113. Data policy for Landsat 7.

SUBCHAPTER III-LICENSING OF PRIVATE
REMOTE SENSING SPACE SYSTEMS

60121. General licensing authority.

60122. Conditions for operation.

60123. Administrative authority of Secretary.
60124. Regulatory authority of Secretary.
60125. Agency activities.

60126. Annual reports.

SUBCHAPTER IV—RESEARCH, DEVELOPMENT,
AND DEMONSTRATION

60131. Continued Federal research and development.

60132. Availability of federally gathered unenhanced
data.

60133. Technology demonstration program.

180 in original. The dash probably should follow ‘‘that’ and
the word ‘““host’ probably should appear at the beginning of par.
.
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60134. Preference for private sector land remote
sensing system.
SUBCHAPTER V—GENERAL PROVISIONS
60141. Nondiscriminatory data availability.
60142. Archiving of data.
60143. Nonreproduction.
60144. Reimbursement for assistance.
60145. Acquisition of equipment.
60146. Radio frequency allocation.
60147. Consultation.
60148. Enforcement.

SUBCHAPTER VI—PROHIBITION OF
COMMERCIALIZATION OF WEATHER SATELLITES

60161. Prohibition.
60162. Future considerations.

AMENDMENTS

2015—Pub. L. 114-90, title II, §201(b), Nov. 25, 2015, 129
Stat. 719, added item 60126.

SUBCHAPTER I—-GENERAL
§60101. Definitions

In this chapter:

(1) COST OF FULFILLING USER REQUESTS.—The
term ‘‘cost of fulfilling user requests’” means
the incremental costs associated with provid-
ing product generation, reproduction, and dis-
tribution of unenhanced data in response to
user requests and shall not include any acqui-
sition, amortization, or depreciation of capital
assets originally paid for by the United States
Government or other costs not specifically at-
tributable to fulfilling user requests.

(2) DATA CONTINUITY.—The term ‘‘data con-
tinuity”” means the continued acquisition and
availability of unenhanced data which are,
from the point of view of the user—

(A) sufficiently consistent (in terms of ac-
quisition geometry, coverage characteris-
tics, and spectral characteristics) with pre-
vious Landsat data to allow comparisons for
global and regional change detection and
characterization; and

(B) compatible with such data and with
methods used to receive and process such
data.

(3) DATA PREPROCESSING.—The term
preprocessing”’—
(A) may include—

(i) rectification of system and sensor dis-
tortions in land remote sensing data as it
is received directly from the satellite in
preparation for delivery to a user;

(ii) registration of such data with respect
to features of the Earth; and

(iii) calibration of spectral response with
respect to such data; but

“‘data

(B) does not include conclusions, manipu-
lations, or calculations derived from such
data, or a combination of such data with
other data.

(4) LAND REMOTE SENSING.—The term ‘‘land
remote sensing’”’ means the collection of data
which can be processed into imagery of surface
features of the Earth from an unclassified sat-
ellite or satellites, other than an operational
United States Government weather satellite.

(5) LANDSAT PROGRAM MANAGEMENT.—The
term ‘‘Landsat Program Management’’ means
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