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1 So in original. Probably should be section ‘‘203(1)’’. 

separating from military service are aware of, and 

partake in, opportunities to fill vacant Customs and 

Border Protection officer positions. 

‘‘SEC. 3. EXPEDITED HIRING OF APPROPRIATE 

SEPARATING SERVICE MEMBERS. 

‘‘The Secretary of Homeland Security shall consider 

the expedited hiring of qualified candidates who have 

the ability to perform the essential functions of the po-

sition of a Customs and Border Protection officer and 

who are eligible for a veterans recruitment appoint-

ment authorized under section 4214 of title 38, United 

States Code. 

‘‘SEC. 4. ENHANCEMENTS TO EXISTING PROGRAMS 

TO RECRUIT SERVICE MEMBERS SEPARATING 

FROM MILITARY SERVICE FOR CUSTOMS AND 

BORDER PROTECTION OFFICER VACANCIES. 

‘‘(a) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary of Homeland Secu-

rity, in consultation with the Secretary of Defense, and 

acting through existing programs, authorities, and 

agreements, where applicable, shall enhance the efforts 

of the Department of Homeland Security to recruit 

members of the Armed Forces who are separating from 

military service to serve as Customs and Border Pro-

tection officers. 
‘‘(b) ELEMENTS.—The enhanced recruiting efforts 

under subsection (a) shall— 
‘‘(1) include Customs and Border Protection officer 

opportunities in relevant job assistance efforts under 

the Transition Assistance Program; 
‘‘(2) place U.S. Customs and Border Protection offi-

cials or other relevant Department of Homeland Se-

curity officials at recruiting events and jobs fairs in-

volving members of the Armed Forces who are sepa-

rating from military service; 
‘‘(3) provide opportunities for local U.S. Customs 

and Border Protection field offices to partner with 

military bases in the region; 
‘‘(4) include outreach efforts to educate members of 

the Armed Forces with Military Occupational Spe-

cialty Codes and Officer Branches, Air Force Spe-

cialty Codes, Naval Enlisted Classifications and Offi-

cer Designators, and Coast Guard competencies that 

are transferable to the requirements, qualifications, 

and duties assigned to Customs and Border Protec-

tion officers of available hiring opportunities to be-

come Customs and Border Protection officers; 
‘‘(5) identify shared activities and opportunities for 

reciprocity related to steps in hiring Customs and 

Border Protection officers with the goal of minimiz-

ing the time required to hire qualified applicants; 
‘‘(6) ensure the streamlined interagency transfer of 

relevant background investigations and security 

clearances; and 
‘‘(7) include such other elements as may be nec-

essary to ensure that members of the Armed Forces 

who are separating from military service are aware of 

opportunities to fill vacant Customs and Border Pro-

tection officer positions. 

‘‘SEC. 5. REPORT TO CONGRESS. 

‘‘(a) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 180 days after the 

date of the enactment of this Act [Oct. 16, 2015], and by 

December 31 of each of the next 3 years thereafter, the 

Secretary of Homeland Security, in consultation with 

the Secretary of Defense, shall submit a report to the 

Committee on Homeland Security and the Committee 

on Armed Services of the House of Representatives and 

the Committee on Homeland Security and Govern-

mental Affairs and the Committee on Armed Services 

of the Senate that includes a description and assess-

ment of the efforts of the Department of Homeland Se-

curity to hire members of the Armed Forces who are 

separating from military service as Customs and Bor-

der Protection officers under section 4. 
‘‘(b) CONTENT.—The report required under subsection 

(a) shall include— 
‘‘(1) a detailed description of the efforts to imple-

ment section 4, including— 
‘‘(A) elements of the enhanced recruiting efforts 

and the goals associated with such elements; and 

‘‘(B) a description of how the elements and goals 

referred to in subparagraph (A) will assist in meet-

ing statutorily mandated staffing levels and agency 

hiring benchmarks; 

‘‘(2) a detailed description of the efforts that have 

been undertaken under section 4; 

‘‘(3) the estimated number of separating service 

members made aware of Customs and Border Protec-

tion officer vacancies; 

‘‘(4) the number of Customs and Border Protection 

officer vacancies filled with separating service mem-

bers; and 

‘‘(5) the number of Customs and Border Protection 

officer vacancies filled with separating service mem-

bers under Veterans Recruitment Appointment au-

thorized under section 4214 of title 38, United States 

Code. 

‘‘SEC. 6. RULES OF CONSTRUCTION. 

‘‘Nothing in this Act may be construed— 

‘‘(1) as superseding, altering, or amending existing 

Federal veterans’ hiring preferences or Federal hiring 

authorities; or 

‘‘(2) to authorize the appropriation of additional 

amounts to carry out this Act.’’ 

PORT OF ENTRY PARTNERSHIP PILOT PROGRAM 

Pub. L. 113–76, div. F, title V, § 559, Jan. 17, 2014, 128 

Stat. 279, as amended by Pub. L. 114–4, title V, § 552(a), 

Mar. 4, 2015, 129 Stat. 71; Pub. L. 114–113, div. F, title V, 

§ 550, Dec. 18, 2015, 129 Stat. 2519, which established a 

pilot program to permit U.S. Customs and Border Pro-

tection to enter into partnerships with private sector 

and government entities at ports of entry for certain 

services and to accept certain donations, was repealed 

by Pub. L. 114–279, § 4(b), Dec. 16, 2016, 130 Stat. 1422. 

REDUCING PASSENGER PROCESSING TIMES 

Pub. L. 113–76, div. F, title V, § 571, Jan. 17, 2014, 128 

Stat. 287, provided that: 

‘‘(a) The Commissioner of U.S. Customs and Border 

Protection shall develop metrics that support a goal of 

reducing passenger processing times at air, land, and 

sea ports of entry, taking into consideration the capac-

ity of an air or land port’s physical infrastructure, air-

line arrival schedules, peak processing periods, and se-

curity requirements. 

‘‘(b) Not later than 240 days after the date of enact-

ment of this Act [Jan. 17, 2014], the Commissioner of 

U.S. Customs and Border Protection shall develop and 

implement operational work plans to meet the goals of 

subsection (a) at United States air, land, and sea ports 

with the highest passenger volume and longest wait 

times. In developing such plans, the Commissioner of 

U.S. Customs and Border Protection shall consult with 

appropriate stakeholders, including, but not limited to, 

airlines and airport operators, port authorities, and im-

porters.’’ 

§ 212. Retention of Customs revenue functions by 
Secretary of the Treasury 

(a) Retention of Customs revenue functions by 
Secretary of the Treasury 

(1) Retention of authority 

Notwithstanding section 203(a)(1) 1 of this 

title, authority related to Customs revenue 

functions that was vested in the Secretary of 

the Treasury by law before the effective date 

of this chapter under those provisions of law 

set forth in paragraph (2) shall not be trans-

ferred to the Secretary by reason of this chap-

ter, and on and after the effective date of this 

chapter, the Secretary of the Treasury may 

delegate any such authority to the Secretary 
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at the discretion of the Secretary of the Treas-

ury. The Secretary of the Treasury shall con-

sult with the Secretary regarding the exercise 

of any such authority not delegated to the 

Secretary. 

(2) Statutes 

The provisions of law referred to in para-

graph (1) are the following: the Tariff Act of 

1930 [19 U.S.C. 1202 et seq.]; section 249 of the 

Revised Statutes of the United States (19 

U.S.C. 3); section 2 of the Act of March 4, 1923 

(19 U.S.C. 6); section 13031 of the Consolidated 

Omnibus Budget Reconciliation Act of 1985 (19 

U.S.C. 58c); section 251 of the Revised Statutes 

of the United States (19 U.S.C. 66); section 1 of 

the Act of June 26, 1930 (19 U.S.C. 68); the For-

eign Trade Zones Act (19 U.S.C. 81a et seq.); 

section 1 of the Act of March 2, 1911 (19 U.S.C. 

198); the Trade Act of 1974 [19 U.S.C. 2101 et 

seq.]; the Trade Agreements Act of 1979; the 

North American Free Trade Area Implementa-

tion Act; the Uruguay Round Agreements Act; 

the Caribbean Basin Economic Recovery Act 

[19 U.S.C. 2701 et seq.]; the Andean Trade Pref-

erence Act [19 U.S.C. 3201 et seq.]; the African 

Growth and Opportunity Act [19 U.S.C. 3701 et 

seq.]; and any other provision of law vesting 

customs revenue functions in the Secretary of 

the Treasury. 

(b) Maintenance of Customs revenue functions 

(1) Maintenance of functions 

Notwithstanding any other provision of this 

chapter, the Secretary may not consolidate, 

discontinue, or diminish those functions de-

scribed in paragraph (2) performed by U.S. 

Customs and Border Protection (as established 

under section 211 of this title) on or after the 

effective date of this chapter, reduce the staff-

ing level, or reduce the resources attributable 

to such functions, and the Secretary shall en-

sure that an appropriate management struc-

ture is implemented to carry out such func-

tions. 

(2) Functions 

The functions referred to in paragraph (1) 

are those functions performed by the following 

personnel, and associated support staff, of U.S. 

Customs and Border Protection on the day be-

fore the effective date of this chapter: Import 

Specialists, Entry Specialists, Drawback Spe-

cialists, National Import Specialist, Fines and 

Penalties Specialists, attorneys of the Office 

of Regulations and Rulings, Customs Auditors, 

International Trade Specialists, Financial 

Systems Specialists. 

(c) New personnel 

The Secretary of the Treasury is authorized to 

appoint up to 20 new personnel to work with per-

sonnel of the Department in performing customs 

revenue functions. 

(Pub. L. 107–296, title IV, § 412, Nov. 25, 2002, 116 

Stat. 2179; Pub. L. 114–125, title VIII, 

§ 802(g)(1)(B)(iii)(II), Feb. 24, 2016, 130 Stat. 211.) 

REFERENCES IN TEXT 

The effective date of this chapter, referred to in sub-

secs. (a)(1) and (b), is 60 days after Nov. 25, 2002, see sec-

tion 4 of Pub. L. 107–296, set out as an Effective Date 

note under section 101 of this title. 

This chapter, referred to in subsecs. (a)(1) and (b)(1), 

was in the original ‘‘this Act’’, meaning Pub. L. 107–296, 

Nov. 25, 2002, 116 Stat. 2135, known as the Homeland Se-

curity Act of 2002, which is classified principally to this 

chapter. For complete classification of this Act to the 

Code, see Short Title note set out under section 101 of 

this title and Tables. 

The Tariff Act of 1930, referred to in subsec. (a)(2), is 

act June 17, 1930, ch. 497, 46 Stat. 590, as amended, 

which is classified generally to chapter 4 (§ 1202 et seq.) 

of Title 19, Customs Duties. For complete classification 

of this Act to the Code, see section 1654 of Title 19 and 

Tables. 

The Foreign Trade Zones Act, referred to in subsec. 

(a)(2), is act June 18, 1934, ch. 590, 48 Stat. 998, as 

amended, which is classified generally to chapter 1A 

(§ 81a et seq.) of Title 19, Customs Duties. For complete 

classification of this Act to the Code, see Tables. 

The Trade Act of 1974, referred to in subsec. (a)(2), is 

Pub. L. 93–618, Jan. 3, 1975, 88 Stat. 1978, as amended, 

which is classified principally to chapter 12 (§ 2101 et 

seq.) of Title 19, Customs Duties. For complete classi-

fication of this Act to the Code, see References in Text 

note set out under section 2101 of Title 19 and Tables. 

The Trade Agreements Act of 1979, referred to in sub-

sec. (a)(2), is Pub. L. 96–39, July 26, 1979, 93 Stat. 144, as 

amended. For complete classification of this Act to the 

Code, see References in Text note set out under section 

2501 of Title 19, Customs Duties, and Tables. 

The North American Free Trade Area Implementa-

tion Act, referred to in subsec. (a)(2), probably means 

the North American Free Trade Agreement Implemen-

tation Act, Pub. L. 103–182, Dec. 8, 1993, 107 Stat. 2057, 

as amended. For complete classification of this Act to 

the Code, see Short Title note set out under section 

3301 of Title 19, Customs Duties, and Tables. 

The Uruguay Round Agreements Act, referred to in 

subsec. (a)(2), is Pub. L. 103–465, Dec. 8, 1994, 108 Stat. 

4809, as amended. For complete classification of this 

Act to the Code, see Short Title note set out under sec-

tion 3501 of Title 19, Customs Duties, and Tables. 

The Caribbean Basin Economic Recovery Act, re-

ferred to in subsec. (a)(2), is title II of Pub. L. 98–67, 

Aug. 5, 1983, 97 Stat. 384, as amended, which is classified 

principally to chapter 15 (§ 2701 et seq.) of Title 19, Cus-

toms Duties. For complete classification of this Act to 

the Code, see Short Title note set out under section 

2701 of Title 19 and Tables. 

The Andean Trade Preference Act, referred to in sub-

sec. (a)(2), is title II of Pub. L. 102–182, Dec. 4, 1991, 105 

Stat. 1236, as amended, which is classified generally to 

chapter 20 (§ 3201 et seq.) of Title 19, Customs Duties. 

For complete classification of this Act to the Code, see 

Short Title note set out under section 3201 of Title 19 

and Tables. 

The African Growth and Opportunity Act, referred to 

in subsec. (a)(2), is title I of Pub. L. 106–200, May 18, 

2000, 114 Stat. 252, as amended, which is classified prin-

cipally to chapter 23 (§ 3701 et seq.) of Title 19, Customs 

Duties. For complete classification of this Act to the 

Code, see Short Title note set out under section 3701 of 

Title 19 and Tables. 

AMENDMENTS 

2016—Subsec. (b). Pub. L. 114–125 substituted ‘‘U.S. 

Customs and Border Protection’’ for ‘‘the United States 

Customs Service’’ in pars. (1) and (2). 

§ 213. Preservation of Customs funds 

Notwithstanding any other provision of this 

chapter, no funds collected under paragraphs (1) 

through (8) of section 58c(a) of title 19 may be 

transferred for use by any other agency or office 

in the Department. 

(Pub. L. 107–296, title IV, § 413, Nov. 25, 2002, 116 

Stat. 2180; Pub. L. 114–125, title VIII, 

§ 802(g)(1)(B)(iii)(III), Feb. 24, 2016, 130 Stat. 211.) 
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