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(g) Evaluation by the Government Accountability
Office and the Secretary

(1) Metrics report
(A) Mandatory disclosures

The Secretary shall submit to the appro-
priate congressional committees and the
Comptroller General of the United States an
annual report containing the metrics re-
quired under this section and the data and
methodology used to develop such metrics.

(B) Permissible disclosures

The Secretary, for the purpose of valida-
tion and verification, may submit the an-
nual report described in subparagraph (A)
to—

(i) the Center for Borders, Trade, and Im-
migration Research of the Centers of Ex-
cellence network of the Department of
Homeland Security;

(ii) the head of a national laboratory
within the Department of Homeland Secu-
rity laboratory network with prior exper-
tise in border security; and

(iii) a Federally Funded Research and
Development Center.

(2) GAO report

Not later than 270 days after receiving the
first report under paragraph (1)(A) and bienni-
ally thereafter for the following ten years
with respect to every other such report, the
Comptroller General of the United States shall
submit to the appropriate congressional com-
mittees a report that—

(A) analyzes the suitability and statistical
validity of the data and methodology con-
tained in each such report; and

(B) includes recommendations on—

(i) the feasibility of other suitable
metrics that may be used to measure the
effectiveness of border security; and

(ii) improvements that need to be made
to the metrics being used to measure the
effectiveness of border security.

(3) State of the Border report

Not later than 60 days after the end of each
fiscal year through fiscal year 2026, the Sec-
retary shall submit to the appropriate con-
gressional committees a ‘‘State of the Border”
report that—

(A) provides trends for each metric under
this section for the last ten fiscal years, to
the greatest extent possible;

(B) provides selected analysis into related
aspects of illegal flow rates, including un-
documented migrant flows and stock esti-
mation techniques;

(C) provides selected analysis into related
aspects of legal flow rates; and

(D) includes any other information that
the Secretary determines appropriate.

(4) Metrics update
(A) In general
After submitting the tenth report to the
Comptroller General under paragraph (1),
the Secretary may reevaluate and update

any of the metrics developed in accordance
with this section to ensure that such metrics
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are suitable to measure the effectiveness of
border security.

(B) Congressional notification

Not later than 30 days before updating the
metrics pursuant to subparagraph (A), the
Secretary shall notify the appropriate con-
gressional committees of such updates.

(Pub. L. 114-328, div. A, title X, §1092, Dec. 23,
2016, 130 Stat. 2429.)

CODIFICATION

Section was enacted as part of the National Defense
Authorization Act for Fiscal Year 2017, and not as part
of the Homeland Security Act of 2002 which comprises
this chapter.

PART C—MISCELLANEOUS PROVISIONS

§231. Transfer of certain agricultural inspection
functions of the Department of Agriculture

(a) Transfer of agricultural import and entry in-
spection functions

There shall be transferred to the Secretary the
functions of the Secretary of Agriculture relat-
ing to agricultural import and entry inspection
activities under the laws specified in subsection
(b).

(b) Covered animal and plant protection laws

The laws referred to in subsection (a) are the
following:

(1) The Act commonly known as the Virus-
Serum-Toxin Act (the eighth paragraph under
the heading ‘“‘Bureau of Animal Industry’ in
the Act of March 4, 1913; 21 U.S.C. 151 et seq.).

(2) Section 1 of the Act of August 31, 1922
(commonly known as the Honeybee Act; 7
U.S.C. 281).

(3) Title III of the Federal Seed Act (7 U.S.C.
1581 et seq.).

(4) The Plant Protection Act (7 U.S.C. 7701 et
seq.).

(5) The Animal Health Protection Act (sub-
title E of title X of Public Law 107-171; 7
U.S.C. 8301 et seq.).

(6) The Lacey Act Amendments of 1981 (16
U.S.C. 3371 et seq.).

(7) Section 11 of the Endangered Species Act
of 1973 (16 U.S.C. 1540).

(c) Exclusion of quarantine activities

For purposes of this section, the term ‘‘func-
tions” does not include any quarantine activi-
ties carried out under the laws specified in sub-
section (b).

(d) Effect of transfer

(1) Compliance with Department of Agriculture
regulations

The authority transferred pursuant to sub-
section (a) shall be exercised by the Secretary
in accordance with the regulations, policies,
and procedures issued by the Secretary of Ag-
riculture regarding the administration of the
laws specified in subsection (b).

(2) Rulemaking coordination

The Secretary of Agriculture shall coordi-

nate with the Secretary whenever the Sec-

retary of Agriculture prescribes regulations,
policies, or procedures for administering the
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functions transferred under subsection (a)
under a law specified in subsection (b).

(3) Effective administration

The Secretary, in consultation with the Sec-
retary of Agriculture, may issue such direc-
tives and guidelines as are necessary to ensure
the effective use of personnel of the Depart-
ment of Homeland Security to carry out the
functions transferred pursuant to subsection
(a).

(e) Transfer agreement
(1) Agreement required; revision

Before the end of the transition period, as
defined in section 541 of this title, the Sec-
retary of Agriculture and the Secretary shall
enter into an agreement to effectuate the
transfer of functions required by subsection
(a) of this section. The Secretary of Agri-
culture and the Secretary may jointly revise
the agreement as necessary thereafter.

(2) Required terms

The agreement required by this subsection
shall specifically address the following:

(A) The supervision by the Secretary of
Agriculture of the training of employees of
the Secretary to carry out the functions
transferred pursuant to subsection (a).

(B) The transfer of funds to the Secretary
under subsection (f).

(3) Cooperation and reciprocity

The Secretary of Agriculture and the Sec-
retary may include as part of the agreement
the following:

(A) Authority for the Secretary to perform
functions delegated to the Animal and Plant
Health Inspection Service of the Department
of Agriculture regarding the protection of
domestic livestock and plants, but not trans-
ferred to the Secretary pursuant to sub-
section (a).

(B) Authority for the Secretary of Agri-
culture to use employees of the Department
of Homeland Security to carry out authori-
ties delegated to the Animal and Plant
Health Inspection Service regarding the pro-
tection of domestic livestock and plants.

(f) Periodic transfer of funds to Department of

Homeland Security
(1) Transfer of funds

Out of funds collected by fees authorized
under sections 136 and 136a of title 21, the Sec-
retary of Agriculture shall transfer, from time
to time in accordance with the agreement
under subsection (e), to the Secretary funds
for activities carried out by the Secretary for
which such fees were collected.

(2) Limitation

The proportion of fees collected pursuant to
such sections that are transferred to the Sec-
retary under this subsection may not exceed
the proportion of the costs incurred by the
Secretary to all costs incurred to carry out ac-
tivities funded by such fees.

(g) Transfer of Department of Agriculture em-
ployees

Not later than the completion of the transi-
tion period defined under section 541 of this
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title, the Secretary of Agriculture shall transfer
to the Secretary not more than 3,200 full-time
equivalent positions of the Department of Agri-
culture.

(Pub. L. 107-296, title IV, §421, Nov. 25, 2002, 116
Stat. 2182.)

REFERENCES IN TEXT

The Virus-Serum-Toxin Act, referred to in subsec.
(b)(1), is the eighth paragraph under the heading ‘‘Bu-
reau of Animal Industry” in act Mar. 4, 1913, ch. 145, 37
Stat. 832, 833, as amended, which is classified generally
to chapter 5 (§151 et seq.) of Title 21, Food and Drugs.
For complete classification of this Act to the Code, see
Short Title note set out under section 151 of Title 21
and Tables.

The Federal Seed Act, referred to in subsec. (b)(3), is
act Aug. 9, 1939, ch. 615, 53 Stat. 1275, as amended. Title
III of the Act is classified generally to subchapter III
(§1581 et seq.) of chapter 37 of Title 7, Agriculture. For
complete classification of this Act to the Code, see sec-
tion 1551 of Title 7 and Tables.

The Plant Protection Act, referred to in subsec.
(b)(4), is title IV of Pub. L. 106-224, June 20, 2000, 114
Stat. 438, as amended, which is classified principally to
chapter 104 (§7701 et seq.) of Title 7, Agriculture. For
complete classification of this Act to the Code, see
Short Title note set out under section 7701 of Title 7
and Tables.

The Animal Health Protection Act, referred to in
subsec. (b)(5), is subtitle E (§§10401-10418) of title X of
Pub. L. 107-171, May 13, 2002, 116 Stat. 494, which is clas-
sified principally to chapter 109 (§8301 et seq.) of Title
7, Agriculture. For complete classification of this Act
to the Code, see Short Title note set out under section
8301 of Title 7 and Tables.

The Lacey Act Amendments of 1981, referred to in
subsec. (b)(6), is Pub. L. 97-79, Nov. 16, 1981, 95 Stat.
1073, as amended, which enacted chapter 53 (§3371 et
seq.) of Title 16, Conservation, amended section 1540 of
Title 16 and section 42 of Title 18, Crimes and Criminal
Procedure, repealed sections 667e and 851 to 856 of Title
16 and sections 43, 44, 3054, and 3112 of Title 18, and en-
acted provisions set out as notes under sections 1540
and 3371 of Title 16. For complete classification of this
Act to the Code, see Short Title note set out under sec-
tion 3371 of Title 16 and Tables.

CODIFICATION

Section is comprised of section 421 of Pub. L. 107-296.
Subsec. (h) of section 421 of Pub. L. 107-296 amended
sections 2279e and 2279f of Title 7, Agriculture.

§232. Functions of Administrator of General
Services

(a) Operation, maintenance, and protection of
Federal buildings and grounds

Nothing in this chapter may be construed to
affect the functions or authorities of the Admin-
istrator of General Services with respect to the
operation, maintenance, and protection of build-
ings and grounds owned or occupied by the Fed-
eral Government and under the jurisdiction,
custody, or control of the Administrator. Except
for the law enforcement and related security
functions transferred under section 203(3) of this
title, the Administrator shall retain all powers,
functions, and authorities vested in the Admin-
istrator under chapter 1, except section
121(e)(2)(A), and chapters 5 to 11 of title 40 and
other provisions of law that are necessary for
the operation, maintenance, and protection of
such buildings and grounds.
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