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SAVINGS PROVISION

Pub. L. 89-321, title VI, §601, Nov. 3, 1965, 79 Stat. 1206,
provided that the Soil Bank Act of 1956 [former sub-
chapters I to IIT of this chapter] shall remain in effect
with respect to contracts entered into thereunder prior
to its repeal by section 601 of Pub. L. 89-321.

SUBCHAPTER III—CONSERVATION
RESERVE PROGRAM

§1831. Repealed. Pub. L. 89-321, title VI, §601,
Nov. 3, 1965, 79 Stat. 1206

Section, acts May 28, 1956, ch. 327, title I, §107, 70
Stat. 191; June 11, 1960, Pub. L. 86-507, §1(8), 74 Stat. 200;
June 29, 1961, Pub. L. 87-62, §1(a), 75 Stat. 129; July 3,
1962, Pub. L. 87-521, 76 Stat. 135, set out terms to be in-
cluded in producers’ contracts under conservation re-
serve program and made provisions for use of advertis-
ing and bid procedures, termination of contracts, and
notice, hearing, and judicial review of Secretary’s ac-
tion in terminating a contract.

SAVINGS PROVISION

Pub. L. 89-321, title VI, §601, Nov. 3, 1965, 79 Stat. 1206,
provided that the Soil Bank Act of 1956 [former sub-
chapters I to III of this chapter] shall remain in effect
with respect to contracts entered into thereunder prior
to its repeal by section 601 of Pub. L. 89-321.

§ 1831a. Contract restrictions

On and after June 13, 1958 no conservation re-
serve contract shall be entered into which pro-
vides for (1) payments for conservation practices
in excess of the average rate for comparable
practices under the environmental quality in-
centives program established under subchapter
A of chapter 4 of subtitle D of title XII of the
Food Security Act of 1985 [16 U.S.C. 3839aa et
seq.], or (2) annual rental payments in excess of
20 per cent of the value of the land placed under
contract, such value to be determined without
regard to physical improvements thereon or geo-
graphic location thereof. In determining the
value of the land for this purpose, the county
committee shall take into consideration the es-
timate of the landowner or operator as to the
value of such land as well as his certificate as to
the production history and productivity of such
land.

(Pub. L. 85-459, title I, §101, June 13, 1958, 72
Stat. 195; Pub. L. 104-127, title III, §336(a)(2)(A),
Apr. 4, 1996, 110 Stat. 1005; Pub. L. 115-334, title
II, §2301(d)(2)(C), Dec. 20, 2018, 132 Stat. 4554.)

REFERENCES IN TEXT

The Food Security Act of 1985, referred to in text, is
Pub. L. 99-198, Dec. 23, 1985, 99 Stat. 1354. Subchapter A
of chapter 4 of subtitle D of title XII of the Act is clas-
sified generally to subpart A (§3839aa et seq.) of part IV
of subchapter IV of chapter 58 of Title 16, Conservation.
For complete classification of this Act to the Code, see
Short Title of 1985 Amendment note set out under sec-
tion 1281 of this title and Tables.

CODIFICATION

Section was not enacted as part of the Soil Bank Act
which comprised this chapter.

AMENDMENTS

2018—Pub. L. 115-334 inserted ‘‘subchapter A of’ be-
fore ‘‘chapter 4.

1996—Pub. L. 104-127 substituted ‘‘environmental
quality incentives program established under chapter 4
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of subtitle D of title XII of the Food Security Act of
1985 for ‘‘Agricultural Conservation Program’’.

§§ 1832 to 1837. Repealed. Pub. L. 89-321, title VI,
§601, Nov. 3, 1965, 79 Stat. 1206

Section 1832, act May 28, 1956, ch. 327, title I, §108, 70
Stat. 194, required Secretary to make and announce de-
termination of a national conservation reserve goal, set
out considerations to be used in distributing goal
among States and major crop production regions, and
provided for a report to Congress.

Section 1833, act May 28, 1956, ch. 327, title I, §109, 70
Stat. 194, authorized Secretary to enter into conserva-
tion reserve program contracts, set term for such con-
tracts, and placed a limit of $450,000,000 annually upon
payments made to producers.

Section 1834, act May 28, 1956, ch. 327, title I, §110, 70
Stat. 194, authorized Secretary to terminate or modify
contracts by mutual agreement with producers.

Section 1835, act May 28, 1956, ch. 327, title I, §111, 70
Stat. 195, authorized Secretary to purchase or produce
conservation materials and services and make them
available to producers under conservation reserve pro-
gram.

Section 1836, acts May 28, 1956, ch. 327, title I, §112, 70
Stat. 195; Sept. 14, 1960, Pub. L. 86-793, §2, 74 Stat. 1030,
prohibited reduction of cropland acreage by reason of
any action taken in carrying out a conservation re-
serve program contract and required inclusion of acre-
age changed from cultivated cropland to permanent
vegetation as acreage devoted to commodity for pur-
pose of determining future acreage allotments.

Section 1837, acts May 28, 1956, ch. 327, title I, §113, 70
Stat. 195; June 25, 1959, Pub. L. 86-70, §5, 73 Stat. 142;
July 12, 1960, Pub. L. 86-624, §3, 74 Stat. 411, authorized
Secretary to apply Soil Bank Program to Puerto Rico
and Virgin Islands in addition to several States if such
application would be in national interest.

SAVINGS PROVISION

Pub. L. 89-321, title VI, §601, Nov. 3, 1965, 79 Stat. 1206,
provided that the Soil Bank Act of 1956 [former sub-
chapters I to III of this chapter] shall remain in effect
with respect to contracts entered into thereunder prior
to its repeal by section 601 of Pub. L. 89-321.

SUBCHAPTER IV—CROPLAND
ADJUSTMENTS

§1838. Conversion of cropland into vegetative
cover, water storage, wildlife and conserva-
tion uses; contracts with farmers

(a) Authority for calendar years 1965 through
1970; term of agreements

Notwithstanding any other provision of law,
for the purpose of reducing the costs of farm
programs, assisting farmers in turning their
land to nonagricultural uses, promoting the de-
velopment and conservation of the Nation’s soil,
water, forest, wildlife, and recreational re-
sources, establishing, protecting, and conserving
open spaces and natural beauty, the Secretary
of Agriculture is authorized to formulate and
carry out a program during the calendar years
1965 through 1970 under which agreements would
be entered into with producers as hereinafter
provided for periods of not less than five nor
more than ten years. No agreement shall be en-
tered into under this section concerning land
with respect to which the ownership has
changed in the three-year period preceding the
first year of the agreement period unless the
new ownership was acquired by will or succes-
sion as a result of the death of the previous
owner, or unless the new ownership was acquired
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prior to January 1, 1965, under other circum-
stances which the Secretary determines, and
specifies by regulation, will give adequate assur-
ance that such land was not acquired for the
purpose of placing it in the program: Provided,
That this provision shall not be construed to
prohibit the continuation of an agreement by a
new owner after an agreement has once been en-
tered into under this section: Provided further,
That the Secretary shall not require a person
who has operated the land to be covered by an
agreement under this section for as long as
three years preceding the date of the agreement
and who controls the land for the agreement pe-
riod to own the land as a condition of eligibility
for entering into the agreement. The foregoing
provision shall not prevent a producer from
placing a farm in the program if the farm was
acquired by the producer to replace an eligible
farm from which he was displaced because of its
acquisition by any Federal, State, or other
agency having the right of eminent domain.

(b) Terms of agreement; specifically designated

acreage; land use

The producer shall agree (1) to carry out on a
specifically designated acreage of land on the
farm regularly used in the production of crops
(including crops, such as tame hay, alfalfa, and
clovers, which do not require annual tillage and
which have been planted within five years pre-
ceding the date of the agreement), hereinafter
called ‘‘designated acreage’, and maintain for
the agreement period practices or uses which
will conserve soil, water, or forest resources, or
establish or protect or conserve open spaces,
natural beauty, wildlife or recreational re-
sources, or prevent air or water pollution, in
such manner as the Secretary may prescribe
(priority being given to the extent practicable
to practices or uses which are most likely to re-
sult in permanent retirement to noncrop uses);
(2) to maintain in conserving crops or uses or
allow to remain idle throughout the agreement
period the acreage normally devoted to such
crops or uses; (3) not to harvest any crop from or
graze the designated acreage during the agree-
ment period, unless the Secretary, after certifi-
cation by the Governor of the State in which
such acreage is situated of the need for grazing
or harvesting of such acreage, determines that
it is necessary to permit grazing or harvesting
in order to alleviate damage, hardship, or suffer-
ing caused by severe drought, flood, or other
natural disaster, and consents to such grazing or
harvesting subject to an appropriate reduction
in the rate of payment; and (4) to such addi-
tional terms and conditions as the Secretary de-
termines are desirable to effectuate the purposes
of the program, including such measures as the
Secretary may deem appropriate to keep the
designated acreage free from erosion, insects,
weeds, and rodents. Agreements entered into
under which 1966 is the first year of the agree-
ment period (A) shall require the producer to di-
vert from production all of one or more crops
designated by the Secretary; and (B) shall not
provide for diversion from the production of up-
land cotton in any county in which the county
committee by resolution determines, and re-
quests of the Secretary, that there should not be
such diversion in 1966.
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(c) Federal costs; annual adjustment payment

Under such agreements the Secretary shall (1)
bear such part of the average cost (including
labor) for the county or area in which the farm
is situated of establishing and maintaining au-
thorized practices or uses on the designated
acreage as the Secretary determines to be nec-
essary to effectuate the purposes of the pro-
gram, but not to exceed the average rate for
comparable practices or uses under the agricul-
tural conservation program, and (2) make an an-
nual adjustment payment to the producer for
the period of the agreement at such rate or rates
as the Secretary determines to be fair and rea-
sonable in consideration of the obligations
undertaken by the producers. The rate or rates
of annual adjustment payments as determined
hereunder may be increased by an amount deter-
mined by the Secretary to be appropriate in re-
lation to the benefit to the general public of the
use of the designated acreage if the producer
further agrees to permit, without other com-
pensation, access to such acreage by the general
public, during the agreement period, for hunt-
ing, trapping, fishing, and hiking, subject to ap-
plicable State and Federal regulations. The Sec-
retary and the producer may agree that the an-
nual adjustment payments for all years of the
agreement period shall be made either upon ap-
proval of the agreement or in such installments
as they may agree to be desirable: Provided,
That for each year any annual adjustment pay-
ment is made in advance of performance, the an-
nual adjustment payment shall be reduced by 5
per centum. The Secretary may provide for ad-
justing any payment on account of failure to
comply with the terms and conditions of the
program.

(d) Advertising and bid procedures

The Secretary shall, unless he determines that
such action will be inconsistent with the effec-
tive administration of the program, use an ad-
vertising and bid procedure in determining the
lands in any area to be covered by agreements.
The total acreage placed under contract in any
county or local community shall be limited to a
percentage of the total eligible acreage in such
county or local community which the Secretary
determines would not adversely affect the econ-
omy of the county or local community. In deter-
mining such percentage the Secretary shall give
appropriate consideration to the productivity of
the acreage being retired as compared to the av-
erage productivity of eligible acreage in the
county or local community.

(e) Annual adjustment payment; limitation

The annual adjustment payment shall not ex-
ceed 40 per centum of the estimated value, as de-
termined by the Secretary, on the basis of prices
in effect at the time the agreement is entered
into, of the crops or types of crops which might
otherwise be grown. The estimated value may be
established by the Secretary on a county, area,
or individual farm basis as he deems appro-
priate.

(f) Termination or modification of agreements

The Secretary may terminate any agreement
with a producer by mutual agreement with the
producer if the Secretary determines that such
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termination would be in the public interest, and
may agree to such modification of agreements
as he may determine to be desirable to carry out
the purposes of the program or facilitate its ad-
ministration.

(g) Allotment histories

Notwithstanding any other provision of law,
the Secretary of Agriculture may, to the extent
he deems it desirable, provide by appropriate
regulations for preservation of cropland, crop
acreage, and allotment history applicable to
acreage diverted from the production of crops in
order to establish or maintain vegetative cover
or other approved practices for the purpose of
any Federal program under which such history
is used as a basis for an allotment or other limi-
tation or for participation in such program.

(h) Utilization of local, county, and State commit-
tees

In carrying out the program, the Secretary
shall utilize the services of local, county, and
State committees established under section 590h
of title 16.

(i) Transfer of funds

For the purpose of obtaining an increase in the
permanent retirement of cropland to noncrop
uses the Secretary may, notwithstanding any
other provision of law, transfer funds available
for carrying out the program to any other Fed-
eral agency or to States or local government
agencies for use in acquiring cropland for the
preservation of open spaces, natural beauty, the
development of wildlife or recreational facili-
ties, or the prevention of air or water pollution
under terms and conditions consistent with and
at costs not greater than those under agree-
ments entered into with producers, provided the
Secretary determines that the purposes of the
program will be accomplished by such action.

(j) Conservation of open spaces, natural beauty,
and recreational resources, and prevention
of pollution

The Secretary also is authorized to share the
cost with State and local governmental agencies
in the establishment of practices or uses which
will establish, protect, and conserve open
spaces, natural beauty, wildlife or recreational
resources, or prevent air or water pollution
under terms and conditions and at costs consist-
ent with those under agreements entered into
with producers, provided the Secretary deter-
mines that the purposes of the program will be
accomplished by such action.

(k) Limitation on payments during any calendar
year

In carrying out the program, the Secretary
shall not during any of the fiscal years ending
June 30, 1966 through June 30, 1969 or during the
period June 30, 1969 through December 31, 1970,
enter into agreements with producers which
would require payments to producers in any cal-
endar year under such agreements in excess of
$225,000,000 plus any amount by which agree-
ments entered into in prior fiscal years require
payments in amounts less than authorized for
such prior fiscal years. For purposes of applying
this limitation, the annual adjustment payment
shall be chargeable to the year in which per-
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formance is rendered regardless of the year in
which it is made.

(I) Use of facilities of Commodity Credit Cor-
poration

The Secretary is authorized to utilize the fa-
cilities, services, authorities, and funds of the
Commodity Credit Corporation in discharging
his functions and responsibilities under this pro-
gram, including payment of costs of administra-
tion: Provided, That after December 31, 1966, the
Commodity Credit Corporation shall not make
any expenditures for carrying out the purposes
of this subchapter unless the Corporation has re-
ceived funds to cover such expenditures from ap-
propriations made to carryout the purposes of
this subchapter. There are hereby authorized to
be appropriated such sums as may be necessary
to carry out the program, including such
amounts as may be required to make payments
to the Corporation for its actual costs incurred
or to be incurred under this program.

(m) Payment to successor upon death, incom-
petence, or disappearance of producer enti-
tled to payment

In case any producer who is entitled to any
payment or compensation dies, becomes incom-
petent, or disappears before receiving such pay-
ment or compensation, or is succeeded by an-
other who renders or completes the required per-
formance, the payment or compensation shall,
without regard to any other provisions of law,
be made as the Secretary may determine to be
fair and reasonable in all the circumstances and
so provide by regulations.

(n) Sharing of compensation or payments with
tenants and sharecroppers

The Secretary shall provide adequate safe-
guards to protect the interests of tenants and
sharecroppers, including provision for sharing,
on a fair and equitable basis, in payments or
compensation under this program.

(o) Effect of diversion on commodity programs

The acreage on any farm which is diverted
from the production of any commodity pursuant
to an agreement hereafter entered into under
this subchapter shall be deemed to be acreage
diverted from that commodity for the purposes
of any commodity program under which diver-
sion is required as a condition of eligibility for
price support.

(p) Advisory Board on Wildlife; membership

The Secretary may, without regard to the
civil service laws, appoint an Advisory Board on
Wildlife to advise and consult on matters relat-
ing to his functions under this subchapter as he
deems appropriate. The Board shall consist of
twelve persons chosen from members of wildlife
organizations, farm organizations, State game
and fish agencies, and representatives of the
general public. Members of such Advisory Board
who are not regular full-time employees of the
United States shall not be entitled to any com-
pensation or expenses.

(q) Regulations

The Secretary shall prescribe such regulations
as he determines necessary to carry out the pro-
visions of this subchapter.
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(Pub. L. 89-321, title VI, §602, Nov. 3, 1965, 79
Stat. 1206; Pub. L. 90-210, Dec. 18, 1967, 81 Stat.
657; Pub. L. 90-559, §1(1), (7), Oct. 11, 1968, 82 Stat.
996.)

CODIFICATION

The last sentence of section 602(g) of Pub. L. 89-321
repealed section 590p(b)(3), (4), and (e)(6) of Title 16,
Conservation, and was omitted from subsec. (g) of this
section.

AMENDMENTS

1968—Subsec. (a). Pub. L. 90-559, §1(1), provided for a
one year extension through 1970.

Subsec. (k). Pub. L. 90-559, §1(7), substituted ‘‘June
30, 1969’ for ‘‘June 30, 1968’ in two places and ‘‘Decem-
ber 31, 1970 for ‘‘December 31, 1969°.

1967—Subsec. (a). Pub. L. 90-210 permitted a farm to
be placed in the cropland adjustment program without
regard to the length of past ownership if that farm was
acquired in replacement of an eligible farm which was
taken by any Federal, State, or other agency by means
of eminent domain proceedings.

TERMINATION OF ADVISORY BOARDS

Advisory boards in existence on Jan. 5, 1973, to termi-
nate not later than the expiration of the 2-year period
following Jan. 5, 1973, unless, in the case of a board es-
tablished by the President or an officer of the Federal
Government, such board is renewed by appropriate ac-
tion prior to the expiration of such 2-year period, or in
the case of a board established by the Congress, its du-
ration is otherwise provided by law. See sections 3(2)
and 14 of Pub. L. 92463, Oct. 6, 1972, 86 Stat. 770, 776, set
out in the Appendix to Title 5, Government Organiza-
tion and Employees.

CHAPTER 46—SURPLUS DISPOSAL OF
AGRICULTURAL COMMODITIES

Sec.
1851 to 1853. Repealed.

1854. Agreements limiting imports.

1855. Supplemental appropriations to encourage
exportation and domestic consumption of
agricultural products.

1856. Transfer of bartered materials to supple-

mental stockpile; limitation of acquisition
to certain programs; authorization of ap-
propriations.

1857, 1858. Repealed.

1859. Donation to penal and correctional institu-
tions.
1860. Federal irrigation, drainage, and flood-con-

trol projects.

§§ 1851, 1852. Repealed. Pub. L. 104-127, title II,
§§ 274, 275, Apr. 4, 1996, 110 Stat. 976

Section 1851, acts May 28, 1956, ch. 327, title II, §201,
70 Stat. 198; Nov. 28, 1990, Pub. L. 101-624, title XV,
§1576, 104 Stat. 3702, related to disposal of stocks by
Commodity Credit Corporation.

Section 1852, acts May 28, 1956, ch. 327, title II, §202,
70 Stat. 199; Dec. 8, 1994, Pub. L. 103-465, title IV,
§401(b)(1), 108 Stat. 4957, related to sale for export of do-
mestically produced extra long staple cotton.

§1852a. Repealed. Pub. L. 90475, §8, Aug. 11,
1968, 82 Stat. 703

Section, Pub. L. 88-638, §3, Oct. 8, 1964, 78 Stat. 1038,
authorized Commodity Credit Corporation to encour-
age export sales of extra long staple cotton which is in
surplus supply at competitive world prices.

EFFECTIVE DATE OF REPEAL

Pub. L. 90475, §8, Aug. 11, 1968, 82 Stat. 703, provided
that the repeal of this section is effective Aug. 1, 1968.
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§1853. Repealed. Pub. L. 103-465,
§412(c), Dec. 8, 1994, 108 Stat. 4964

Section, act May 28, 1956, ch. 327, title II, §203, 70
Stat. 199, provided for an export sales program for cot-
ton.

title IV,

EFFECTIVE DATE OF REPEAL
Repeal effective on the date of entry into force of the
WTO Agreement with respect to the United States
(Jan. 1, 1995), except as otherwise provided, see section
451 of Pub. L. 103-465, set out as an Effective Date note
under section 3601 of Title 19, Customs Duties.

§ 1854. Agreements limiting imports

The President may, whenever he determines
such action appropriate, negotiate with rep-
resentatives of foreign governments in an effort
to obtain agreements limiting the export from
such countries and the importation into the
United States of any agricultural commodity or
product manufactured therefrom or textiles or
textile products, and the President is authorized
to issue regulations governing the entry or with-
drawal from warehouse of any such commodity,
product, textiles, or textile products to carry
out any such agreement. In addition, if a multi-
lateral agreement, including but not limited to
the Agreement on Textiles and Clothing referred
to in section 3511(d)(4) of title 19, has been or is
concluded under the authority of this section
among countries accounting for a significant
part of world trade in the articles with respect
to which the agreement was concluded, the
President may also issue, in order to carry out
such agreement, regulations governing the
entry or withdrawal from warehouse of the same
articles which are the products of countries not
parties to the agreement, or countries to which
the United States does not apply the agreement.
Nothing herein shall affect the authority pro-
vided under section 624 of this title.

(May 28, 1956, ch. 327, title II, §204, 70 Stat. 200;
Pub. L. 87488, June 19, 1962, 76 Stat. 104, Pub. L.
103-465, title III, §332, Dec. 8, 1994, 108 Stat. 4947;
Pub. L. 104-295, §20(c)(8), Oct. 11, 1996, 110 Stat.
3528.)

AMENDMENTS

1996—Pub. L. 104-295 made technical amendment to
reference in original act which appears in text as ref-
erence to section 3511(d)(4) of title 19.

1994—Pub. L. 103-465 amended second sentence gener-
ally. Prior to amendment, second sentence read as fol-
lows: ““In addition, if a multilateral agreement has been
or shall be concluded under the authority of this sec-
tion among countries accounting for a significant part
of world trade in the articles with respect to which the
agreement was concluded, the President may also
issue, in order to carry out such an agreement, regula-
tions governing the entry or withdrawal from ware-
house of the same articles which are the products of
countries not parties to the agreement.”

1962—Pub. L. 87-488 authorized President to issue reg-
ulations governing entry or withdrawal from ware-
house of articles which are products of countries not
parties to a multilateral agreement respecting such ar-
ticles.

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 1994 AMENDMENT
Amendment by Pub. L. 103-465 effective on the date
on which the WTO Agreement enters into force with re-
spect to the United States (Jan. 1, 1995), see section 335

of Pub. L. 103-465, set out as an Effective Date note
under section 3591 of Title 19, Customs Duties.
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