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Home Administration on June 22, 1987, in the request
for obligation of funds made with respect to the loan.”’

LEASE OF CERTAIN ACQUIRED PROPERTY

Pub. L. 100-233, title VI, §620, Jan. 6, 1988, 101 Stat.
1684, provided that: ‘‘Notwithstanding any other provi-
sion of law, the Secretary of Agriculture may lease to
public or private nonprofit organizations, for a nominal
rent, any facilities acquired in connection with the dis-
position of a loan made by the Secretary under section
306 [7 U.S.C. 1926]. Any such lease shall be for such rea-
sonable period of time as the Secretary determines is
appropriate.”’

§1926-1. Repealed. Pub. L. 104-127, title VII,
§702, Apr. 4, 1996, 110 Stat. 1108

Section, Pub. L. 101-624, title XXIII, §2322, Nov. 28,
1990, 104 Stat. 4010; Pub. L. 102-237, title VII, §702(f),
Dec. 13, 1991, 105 Stat. 1880; Pub. L. 103-354, title II,
§235(b)(6), Oct. 13, 1994, 108 Stat. 3222, related to water
and waste facility financing, including provisions relat-
ing to authority, limitation, priority, coordination,
terms, private sector capital, appropriations, repay-
ment, full use, and replenishment of water and waste
facility fund.

§1926a. Emergency and imminent community
water assistance grant program

(a) In general

The Secretary shall provide grants in accord-
ance with this section to assist the residents of
rural areas and small communities to secure
adequate quantities of safe water—

(1) after a significant decline in the quantity
or quality of water available from the water
supplies of such rural areas and small commu-
nities, or when such a decline is imminent; or

(2) when repairs, partial replacement, or sig-
nificant maintenance efforts on established
water systems would remedy—

(A) an acute, or imminent, shortage of
quality water; or

(B) a significant decline, or imminent de-
cline, in the quantity or quality of water
that is available.

(b) Priority

In carrying out subsection (a), the Secretary
shall—

(1) give priority to projects described in sub-
section (a)(1), particularly to projects to ad-
dress contamination that—

(A) poses a threat to human health or the
environment; and

(B) was caused by circumstances beyond
the control of the applicant for a grant, in-

cluding circumstances that occurred over a

period of time; and

(2) provide at least 70 percent of all such
grants to such projects.
(¢) Eligibility
To be eligible to obtain a grant under this sec-
tion, an applicant shall—
(1) be a public or private nonprofit entity;
and
(2) in the case of a grant made under sub-
section (a)(1), demonstrate to the Secretary
that the decline referred to in such subsection
occurred, or will occur, within 2 years of the
date the application was filed for such grant.
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(d) Uses
(1) In general

Grants made under this section may be
used—

(A) for waterline extensions from existing
systems, laying of new waterlines, repairs,
significant maintenance, digging of new
wells, equipment replacement, and hook and
tap fees;

(B) for any other appropriate purpose asso-
ciated with developing sources of, treating,
storing, or distributing water;

(C) to assist communities in complying
with the requirements of the Federal Water
Pollution Control Act (33 U.S.C. 1251 et seq.)
or the Safe Drinking Water Act (42 U.S.C.
300f et seq.); and

(D) to provide potable water to commu-
nities through other means, other than
those covered above for not to exceed 120
days when a more permanent solution is not
feasible in a shorter time frame. Where
drinking water supplies are inadequate due
to an event, as determined by the Secretary,
including drought, severe weather, or con-
tamination, the Secretary may provide pota-
ble water for an additional period of time
not to exceed an additional 120 days in order
to protect public health.

(2) Joint proposals

Nothing in this section shall preclude rural
communities from submitting joint proposals
for emergency water assistance, subject to the
restrictions contained in subsection (e). Such
restrictions should be considered in the aggre-
gate, depending on the number of communities
involved.

(e) Restrictions
(1) Maximum population and income

No grant provided under this section shall be
used to assist any rural area or community
that—

(A) includes any area in any city or town
with a population in excess of 10,000 inhab-
itants according to the most recent decen-
nial census of the United States; or

(B) has a median household income in ex-
cess of the State nonmetropolitan median
household income.

(2) Set-aside for smaller communities

Not less than 50 percent of the funds allo-
cated under this section shall be allocated to
rural communities with populations that do
not exceed 3,000 inhabitants.

(f) Maximum grants

Grants made under this section may not ex-
ceed—
(1) in the case of each grant made under sub-
section (a)(1), $1,000,000; and
(2) in the case of each grant made under sub-
section (a)(2), $150,000.

(g) Full funding

Subject to subsection (e), grants under this
section shall be made in an amount equal to 100
percent of the costs of the projects conducted
under this section.
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