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STUDY OF USE OF FOOD STAMPS TO PURCHASE 
VITAMINS AND MINERALS 

Pub. L. 104–193, title VIII, § 855, Aug. 22, 1996, 110 Stat. 
2342, directed the Secretary of Agriculture, in consulta-
tion with the National Academy of Sciences and the 
Center for Disease Control and Prevention, to conduct 
a study on the use of food stamps to purchase vitamins 
and minerals and to report the results of the study to 
Committees of Congress not later than Dec. 15, 1998. 

DEMONSTRATION PROJECTS FOR VEHICLE EXCLUSION 
LIMIT 

Pub. L. 102–237, title IX, § 912, Dec. 13, 1991, 105 Stat. 
1887, as amended by Pub. L. 110–234, title IV, 
§ 4002(b)(1)(B), (2)(NN), May 22, 2008, 122 Stat. 1096, 1098; 
Pub. L. 110–246, § 4(a), title IV, § 4002(b)(1)(B), (2)(NN), 
June 18, 2008, 122 Stat. 1664, 1857, 1859, provided that: 
‘‘The Secretary of Agriculture shall solicit requests to 
participate in the demonstration projects required by 
section 17(h) of the Food and Nutrition Act of 2008 (7 
U.S.C. 2026(h)) by May 1, 1992. The projects shall com-
mence operations no later than January 1, 1993.’’ 

§ 2026a. Healthy fluid milk incentives projects 

(a) Definition of fluid milk 

In this section the term ‘‘fluid milk’’ means 
all varieties of pasteurized cow’s milk that— 

(1) is without flavoring or sweeteners, 
(2) is consistent with the most recent di-

etary recommendations, 
(3) is packaged in liquid form, and 
(4) contains vitamins A and D at levels con-

sistent with the Food and Drug Administra-
tion, State, and local standards for fluid milk. 

(b) Projects 

The Secretary of Agriculture shall carry out, 
under such terms and conditions as the Sec-
retary considers to be appropriate, healthy fluid 
milk incentive projects to develop and test 
methods to increase the purchase and consump-
tion of fluid milk by members of households 
that receive supplemental nutrition assistance 
program benefits by providing an incentive for 
the purchase of fluid milk at the point of pur-
chase to members of households purchasing food 
with supplemental nutrition assistance program 
benefits. 

(c) Grants or cooperative agreements 

(1) In general 

To carry out this section, the Secretary, on 
a competitive basis, shall enter into coopera-
tive agreements with, or provide grants to, 
governmental entities or nonprofit organiza-
tions for projects that meet the purpose and 
selection criteria specified in this subsection. 

(2) Application 

To be eligible to enter into a cooperative 
agreement or receive a grant under this sub-
section, a government entity or nonprofit or-
ganization shall submit to the Secretary an 
application containing such information as 
the Secretary may require. 

(3) Selection criteria 

Projects proposed in applications shall be 
evaluated against publicly disseminated cri-
teria that shall incorporate a scientifically 
based strategy that is designed to improve 
diet quality and nutritional outcomes through 
the increased purchase of fluid milk by mem-

bers of households that participate in the sup-
plemental nutrition assistance program. 

(4) Use of funds 

Funds made available to carry out this sec-
tion shall not be used for any project that lim-
its the use of benefits provided under the Food 
and Nutrition Act of 2008 [7 U.S.C. 2011 et seq.]. 

(d) Evaluation and reporting 

(1) Evaluation 

(A) Independent evaluation 

(i) In general 

The Secretary shall provide for an inde-
pendent evaluation of projects selected 
under this section that measures, to the 
maximum extent practicable, the impact 
on health and nutrition. 

(ii) Requirement 

The independent evaluation under this 
subparagraph shall use rigorous meth-
odologies, particularly random assignment 
or other methods that are capable of pro-
ducing scientifically valid information re-
garding which activities are effective. 

(B) Costs 

The Secretary may use funds not to exceed 
7 percent of the funding provided to carry 
out this section to pay costs associated with 
evaluating the outcomes of the healthy fluid 
milk incentive projects. 

(2) Reporting 

Not later than December 31 of 2020, and bien-
nially thereafter, the Secretary shall submit 
to the Committee on Agriculture of the House 
of Representatives and the Committee on Ag-
riculture, Nutrition, and Forestry of the Sen-
ate a report that includes a description of— 

(A) the status of each healthy fluid milk 
incentives project, and 

(B) the results of any completed evalua-
tion that— 

(i) include, to the maximum extent prac-
ticable, the impact of the healthy fluid 
milk incentive projects on health and nu-
trition outcomes among households par-
ticipating in such projects, and 

(ii) have not been submitted in a pre-
vious report under this paragraph. 

(3) Public dissemination 

In addition to the reporting requirements 
under paragraph (2), evaluation results shall 
be shared publicly to promote wide use of suc-
cessful strategies. 

(e) Funding 

(1) Authorization of appropriations 

There is authorized to be appropriated 
$20,000,000 to carry out and evaluate the out-
comes of projects under this section, to re-
main available until expended. 

(2) Appropriations in advance 

Only funds appropriated under paragraph (1) 
in advance specifically to carry out this sec-
tion shall be available to carry out this sec-
tion. 

(Pub. L. 115–334, title IV, § 4208, Dec. 20, 2018, 132 
Stat. 4667.) 
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1 See References in Text note below. 

REFERENCES IN TEXT 

The Food and Nutrition Act of 2008, referred to in 
subsec. (c)(4), is Pub. L. 88–525, Aug. 31, 1964, 78 Stat. 
703, which is classified generally to this chapter. For 
complete classification of this Act to the Code, see 
Short Title note set out under section 2011 of this title 
and Tables. 

CODIFICATION 

Section was enacted as part of the Agriculture Im-
provement Act of 2018, and not as part of the Food and 
Nutrition Act of 2008 which comprises this chapter. 

§ 2027. Appropriations and allotments 

(a) Authorization of allotments; monthly reports 
of expenditures to Congressional committees; 
restriction on use of funds; nutrition edu-
cation improvements 

(1) To carry out this chapter, there are author-
ized to be appropriated such sums as are nec-
essary for each of fiscal years 2008 through 2023. 
Not to exceed one-fourth of 1 per centum of the 
previous year’s appropriation is authorized in 
each such fiscal year to carry out the provisions 
of section 2026 of this title, subject to paragraph 
(3). 

(2) No funds authorized to be appropriated 
under this chapter or any other Act of Congress 
shall be used by any person, firm, corporation, 
group, or organization at any time, directly or 
indirectly, to interfere with or impede the im-
plementation of any provision of this chapter or 
any rule, regulation, or project thereunder, ex-
cept that this limitation shall not apply to the 
provision of legal and related assistance in con-
nection with any proceeding or action before 
any State or Federal agency or court. The Presi-
dent shall ensure that this paragraph is com-
plied with by such order or other means as the 
President deems appropriate. 

(3)(A) Of the amounts made available under 
the second sentence of paragraph (1), not more 
than $2,000,000 in any fiscal year may be used by 
the Secretary to make 2-year competitive 
grants that will— 

(i) enhance interagency cooperation in nu-
trition education activities; and 

(ii) develop cost effective ways to inform 
people eligible for supplemental nutrition as-
sistance program benefits about nutrition, re-
source management, and community nutrition 
education programs, such as the expanded food 
and nutrition education program. 

(B) The Secretary shall make awards under 
this paragraph to one or more State cooperative 
extension services (as defined in section 3103 of 
this title) who shall administer the grants in co-
ordination with other State or local agencies 
serving low-income people. 

(C) Each project shall include an evaluation 
component and shall develop an implementation 
plan for replication in other States. 

(D) The Secretary shall report to the appro-
priate committees of Congress on the results of 
the projects and shall disseminate the results 
through the cooperative extension service sys-
tem and to State human services and health de-
partment offices, local supplemental nutrition 
assistance program offices, and other entities 
serving low-income households. 

(b) Limitation of value of allotments; reduction 
of allotments 

In any fiscal year, the Secretary shall limit 
the value of those allotments issued to an 
amount not in excess of the appropriation for 
such fiscal year. Notwithstanding any other pro-
vision of this chapter, if in any fiscal year the 
Secretary finds that the requirements of partici-
pating States will exceed the appropriation, the 
Secretary shall direct State agencies to reduce 
the value of such allotments to be issued to 
households certified as eligible to participate in 
the supplemental nutrition assistance program 
to the extent necessary to comply with the pro-
visions of this subsection. 

(c) Manner of reducing allotments 

In prescribing the manner in which allotments 
will be reduced under subsection (b) of this sec-
tion, the Secretary shall ensure that such reduc-
tions reflect, to the maximum extent prac-
ticable, the ratio of household income, deter-
mined under sections 2014(d) and 2014(e) of this 
title, to the income standards of eligibility, for 
households of equal size, determined under sec-
tion 2014(c) of this title. The Secretary may, in 
prescribing the manner in which allotments will 
be reduced, establish (1) special provisions appli-
cable to persons sixty years of age or over and 
persons who are physically or mentally handi-
capped or otherwise disabled, and (2) minimum 
allotments after any reductions are otherwise 
determined under this section. 

(d) Requisite action by Secretary to reduce allot-
ments; statement to Congressional commit-
tees 

Not later than sixty days after the issuance of 
a report under subsection (a) of this section in 
which the Secretary expresses the belief that re-
ductions in the value of allotments to be issued 
to households certified to participate in the sup-
plemental nutrition assistance program will be 
necessary, the Secretary shall take the requisite 
action to reduce allotments in accordance with 
the requirements of this section. Not later than 
seven days after the Secretary takes any action 
to reduce allotments under this section, the Sec-
retary shall furnish the Committee on Agri-
culture of the House of Representatives and the 
Committee on Agriculture, Nutrition, and For-
estry of the Senate a statement setting forth (1) 
the basis of the Secretary’s determination, (2) 
the manner in which the allotments will be re-
duced, and (3) the action that has been taken by 
the Secretary to reduce the allotments. 

(e) Disposition of funds collected pursuant to 
claims 

Funds collected from claims against house-
holds or State agencies, including claims col-
lected pursuant to section 2016(f) 1 of this title, 
subsections (g) and (h) of section 2020 of this 
title, subsections (b) and (c) of section 2022 of 
this title, and section 2025(c)(1) of this title, 
claims resulting from resolution of audit find-
ings, and claims collected from households re-
ceiving overissuances, shall be credited to the 
supplemental nutrition assistance program ap-
propriation account for the fiscal year in which 
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