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(c) Exception for Indian tribes 

The prohibition in subsection (a) shall not 
apply to an Indian (as defined in section 5304 of 
title 25) carrying out any activity described in 
subsection (a) for the purpose of a religious cere-
mony. 

(d) Penalty 

Any person who violates subsection (a) shall 
be subject to a fine in an amount not greater 
than $5,000 for each violation. 

(e) Effect on State law 

Nothing in this section— 
(1) limits any State or local law or regula-

tion protecting the welfare of animals; or 
(2) prevents a State or unit of local govern-

ment from adopting and enforcing an animal 
welfare law or regulation that is more strin-
gent than this section. 

(Pub. L. 115–334, title XII, § 12515, Dec. 20, 2018, 
132 Stat. 5000.) 

CODIFICATION 

Section was enacted as part of the Agriculture Im-
provement Act of 2018, and not as part of the Animal 
Welfare Act which comprises this chapter. 
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§ 2201. Establishment of Department 

There shall be at the seat of government a De-
partment of Agriculture, the general design and 
duties of which shall be to acquire and to diffuse 
among the people of the United States useful in-
formation on subjects connected with agri-
culture, rural development, aquaculture, and 
human nutrition, in the most general and com-
prehensive sense of those terms, and to procure, 
propagate, and distribute among the people new 
and valuable seeds and plants. 

(R.S. § 520; Pub. L. 92–419, title VI, § 603(a), Aug. 
30, 1972, 86 Stat. 675; Pub. L. 95–113, title XV, 
§ 1502(a), Sept. 29, 1977, 91 Stat. 1021.) 

CODIFICATION 

R.S. § 520 derived from act May 15, 1862, ch. 72, § 1, 12 
Stat. 387. 

Section was formerly classified to section 511 of Title 
5 prior to the general revision and enactment of Title 
5, Government Organization and Employees, by Pub. L. 
89–554, § 1, Sept. 6, 1966, 80 Stat. 378. 

AMENDMENTS 

1977—Pub. L. 95–113 inserted references to aqua-
culture and human nutrition. 

1972—Pub. L. 92–419 substituted ‘‘agriculture and 
rural development’’ and ‘‘those terms’’ for ‘‘agri-
culture’’ and ‘‘that word’’, respectively. 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 1977 AMENDMENT 

Amendment by Pub. L. 95–113 effective Oct. 1, 1977, 
see section 1901 of Pub. L. 95–113, set out as a note 
under section 1307 of this title. 

SHORT TITLE OF 1997 AMENDMENT 

Pub. L. 105–113, § 1, Nov. 21, 1997, 111 Stat. 2274, pro-
vided that: ‘‘This Act [enacting section 2204g of this 
title, amending sections 1991 and 2276 of this title and 
section 9 of Title 13, Census, repealing section 142 of 
Title 13, and enacting provisions set out as a note 
under section 1991 of this title] may be cited as the 
‘Census of Agriculture Act of 1997’.’’ 

SHORT TITLE OF 1980 AMENDMENT 

Pub. L. 96–355, § 1, Sept. 24, 1980, 94 Stat. 1171, provided 
that: ‘‘This Act [enacting sections 2204b and 2211b of 
this title, amending sections 1926, 2204, 2204a, 2663, and 
2667 of this title, section 5314 of Title 5, Government Or-
ganization and Employees, and section 3122 of Title 42, 
The Public Health and Welfare, and enacting provisions 
set out as a note under section 2204b of this title] may 
be cited as the ‘Rural Development Policy Act of 1980’.’’ 

SHORT TITLE OF 1956 AMENDMENT 

Act Aug. 3, 1956, ch. 950, § 1, 70 Stat. 1032, provided 
that: ‘‘This Act [enacting sections 1040, 2228, 2229, 2268a, 
and 2333 of this title, and sections 579b and 590h–4 of 
Title 16, Conservation, and amending sections 1004, 
1392, 1516, and 1766 of this title, sections 590k and 590n 
of Title 16, and sections 114a and 114c of Title 21, Food 
and Drugs] may be cited as the ‘Department of Agri-
culture Organic Act of 1956’.’’ 

SHORT TITLE 

This section popularly known as the ‘‘Department of 
Agriculture Organic Act’’. 

ESTABLISHMENT OF PERSONNEL CEILING FOR FISCAL 
YEARS 1982, 1983, AND 1984 

Pub. L. 97–35, title I, § 125, Aug. 13, 1981, 95 Stat. 369, 
provided that: ‘‘Notwithstanding any other provision of 
law, the total full-time equivalent staff year personnel 
ceiling for the United States Department of Agri-
culture shall not exceed one hundred and seventeen 
thousand staff years (including overtime) for each of 
the fiscal years ending September 30, 1982, September 
30, 1983, and September 30, 1984.’’ 

TRANSFER OF FUNCTIONS FROM SECRETARY OF INTERIOR 
TO SECRETARY OF AGRICULTURE 

Pub. L. 86–509, June 11, 1960, 74 Stat. 205, which en-
acted provisions of Reorganization Plan Numbered 1 of 
1959, provided: ‘‘That, except as otherwise provided in 
section 2 hereof, the following functions are hereby 
transferred to the Secretary of Agriculture: 

‘‘(a) The functions of the Secretary of the Interior 
under the Act of March 20, 1922, 42 Stat. 465, as amended 
(16 U.S.C. 485, 486), with respect to exchanges of non- 
Federal lands for national forest lands or timber. 

‘‘(b) The functions of the Secretary of the Interior 
under the Act of February 2, 1922 (42 Stat. 362), with re-
spect to exchanges of lands in private ownership within 
or within six miles of the Deschutes National Forest 
for national forest lands, or for timber from any na-
tional forest, in the State of Oregon. 

‘‘(c) The functions of the Secretary of the Interior 
under the Act of June 7, 1924 (43 Stat. 643), except sec-
tion 2 thereof, with respect to exchanges of privately 
owned lands for national forest timber in New Mexico. 

‘‘(d) The functions of the Secretary of the Interior 
under the Act of January 12, 1925 (43 Stat. 739), except 
section 2 thereof, with respect to exchanges of pri-
vately owned lands for national forest timber in New 
Mexico. 

‘‘(e) The functions of the Secretary of the Interior 
under the Act of April 21, 1926 (44 Stat. 303), except sec-
tion 2 thereof, with respect to exchanges of privately 
owned lands for national forest lands or timber in New 
Mexico and Arizona. 

‘‘(f) The functions of the Secretary of the Interior 
under section 2 of the Act of May 26, 1926 (44 Stat. 655; 
16 U.S.C. 38), with respect to exchanges of lands held in 
private or State ownership for national forest lands or 
timber in Montana. 

‘‘(g) The functions of the Secretary of the Interior 
under the Act of June 15, 1926 (44 Stat. 746), with re-
spect to exchanges of State lands for national forest 
lands in New Mexico. 

‘‘(h) The functions of the Secretary of the Interior 
under the Act of December 7, 1942 (56 Stat. 1042), with 
respect to exchange transactions in which lands under 
the jurisdiction of the Secretary of Agriculture are ex-
changed for State lands in Minnesota which are to be 
under the jurisdiction of the Secretary of Agriculture 
after their acquisition by the United States. 

‘‘(i) The function of the Secretary of the Interior 
(originally vested in the Commissioner of the General 
Land Office) under section 6 of the Act of April 28, 1930 
(46 Stat. 257; 43 U.S.C. 872), with respect to execution of 
quitclaim deeds for lands conveyed to the United 
States in connection with exchange transactions in-
volving lands under the jurisdiction of the Secretary of 
Agriculture. 

‘‘(j) The functions of the Secretary of the Interior 
under section 2(b) of the Joint Resolution of August 8, 
1947 (61 Stat. 921), with respect to appraisals and sales 
of certain lands within the Tongass National Forest. 

‘‘(k) The functions of the Secretary of the Interior 
under section 10 of the Act of March 1, 1911 (36 Stat. 962; 
16 U.S.C. 519), with respect to sales of small tracts of 
acquired national forest lands found chiefly valuable 
for agriculture. 

‘‘(l) The functions of the Secretary of the Interior 
under section 402 of Reorganization Plan Numbered 3 of 
1946 (60 Stat. 1099), section 3 of the Act of September 1, 
1949 (63 Stat. 683; 30 U.S.C. 192c), the Act of June 30, 1950 
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