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1 See References in Text note below. 

1981, 95 Stat. 1308, required submission to Congress of a 
plan for a human nutrition research management sys-
tem. 

§ 3178. Nutritional status monitoring 

(a) Formulation of system 

The Secretary and the Secretary of Health and 
Human Services shall formulate and submit to 
Congress, within ninety days after September 29, 
1977, a proposal for a comprehensive nutritional 
status monitoring system, to include: 

(1) an assessment system consisting of peri-
odic surveys and continuous monitoring to de-
termine: the extent of risk of nutrition-related 
health problems in the United States; which 
population groups or areas of the country face 
greatest risk; and the likely causes of risk and 
changes in the above risk factors over time; 

(2) a surveillance system to identify remedi-
able nutrition-related health risks to individ-
uals or for local areas, in such a manner as to 
tie detection to direct intervention and treat-
ment. Such system should draw on screening 
and other information from other health pro-
grams, including those funded under titles V, 
XVIII, and XIX of the Social Security Act [42 
U.S.C. 701 et seq., 1395 et seq., and 1396 et seq.] 
and section 330 of the Public Health Service 
Act; 1 and 

(3) program evaluations to determine the 
adequacy, efficiency, effectiveness, and side ef-
fects of nutrition-related programs in reducing 
health risks to individuals and populations. 

(b) Coordination of existing activities; recom-
mendation for necessary additional authori-
ties 

The proposal shall provide for coordination of 
activities under existing authorities and contain 
recommendations for any additional authorities 
necessary to achieve a comprehensive monitor-
ing system. 

(Pub. L. 95–113, title XIV, § 1428, Sept. 29, 1977, 91 
Stat. 1001; Pub. L. 96–88, title V, § 509(b), Oct. 17, 
1979, 93 Stat. 695.) 

REFERENCES IN TEXT 

The Social Security Act, referred to in subsec. (a)(2), 
is act Aug. 14, 1935, ch. 531, 49 Stat. 620, as amended. 
Title V of the Social Security Act is classified prin-
cipally to subchapter V (§ 701 et seq.) of chapter 7 of 
Title 42, The Public Health and Welfare. Titles XVIII 
and XIX of the Social Security Act are classified gener-
ally to subchapters XVIII (§ 1395 et seq.) and XIX (§ 1396 
et seq.), respectively, of chapter 7 of Title 42. For com-
plete classification of this Act to the Code, see section 
1305 of Title 42 and Tables. 

Section 330 of the Public Health Service Act, referred 
to in subsec. (a)(2), is section 330 of act July 1, 1944, 
which was classified to section 254c of Title 42, The 
Public Health and Welfare, and was omitted in the gen-
eral amendment of subpart I (§ 254b et seq.) of part D of 
subchapter II of chapter 6A of Title 42 by Pub. L. 
104–299, § 2, Oct. 11, 1996, 110 Stat. 3626. Sections 2 and 
3(a) of Pub. L. 104–299 enacted new sections 330 and 330A 
of act July 1, 1944, which are classified, respectively, to 
sections 254b and 254c of Title 42. 

CHANGE OF NAME 

‘‘Secretary of Health and Human Services’’ sub-
stituted for ‘‘Secretary of Health, Education, and Wel-

fare’’ in subsec. (a) pursuant to section 509(b) of Pub. L. 
96–88, which is classified to section 3508(b) of Title 20, 
Education. 

EFFECTIVE DATE 

Section effective Oct. 1, 1977, see section 1901 of Pub. 
L. 95–113, set out as an Effective Date of 1977 Amend-
ment note under section 1307 of this title. 

§ 3178a. Nutrition monitoring 

The Secretary of Agriculture shall— 
(1) in conducting the Department of Agri-

culture’s continuing survey of food intakes of 
individuals and any nationwide food consump-
tion survey, include a sample that is rep-
resentative of low-income individuals and, to 
the extent practicable, the collection of infor-
mation on food purchases and other household 
expenditures by such individuals; 

(2) to the extent practicable, continue to 
maintain the nutrient data base established 
by the Department of Agriculture; and 

(3) encourage research by public and private 
entities relating to effective standards, meth-
odologies, and technologies for accurate as-
sessment of the nutritional and dietary status 
of individuals. 

(Pub. L. 99–198, title XV, § 1589, Dec. 23, 1985, 99 
Stat. 1597.) 

CODIFICATION 

Section was enacted as part of the Food Security Act 
of 1985, and not as part of the National Agricultural Re-
search, Extension, and Teaching Policy Act of 1977 
which comprises this chapter. 

§ 3179. Research on strategies to promote the se-
lection and consumption of healthy foods 

(a) In general 

The Secretary, in consultation with the Sec-
retary of Health and Human Services, shall es-
tablish a research, demonstration, and technical 
assistance program to promote healthy eating 
and reduce the prevalence of obesity, among all 
population groups but especially among chil-
dren, by applying the principles and insights of 
behavioral economics research in schools, child 
care programs, and other settings. 

(b) Priorities 

The Secretary shall— 
(1) identify and assess the impacts of specific 

presentation, placement, and other strategies 
for structuring choices on selection and con-
sumption of healthful foods in a variety of set-
tings, consistent with the most recent version 
of the Dietary Guidelines for Americans pub-
lished under section 5341 of this title; 

(2) demonstrate and rigorously evaluate be-
havioral economics-related interventions that 
hold promise to improve diets and promote 
health, including through demonstration 
projects that may include evaluation of the 
use of portion size, labeling, convenience, and 
other strategies to encourage healthy choices; 
and 

(3) encourage adoption of the most effective 
strategies through outreach and technical as-
sistance. 

(c) Authority 

In carrying out the program under subsection 
(a), the Secretary may— 
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