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§441. Establishment

(a) ESTABLISHMENT.—The National Geospatial-
Intelligence Agency is a combat support agency
of the Department of Defense and has signifi-
cant national missions.

(b) DIRECTOR.—(1) The Director of the National
Geospatial-Intelligence Agency is the head of
the agency.

(2) Upon a vacancy in the position of Director,
the Secretary of Defense shall recommend to the
President an individual for appointment to the
position.

(3) If an officer of the armed forces on active
duty is appointed to the position of Director, the
position shall be treated as having been des-
ignated by the President as a position of impor-
tance and responsibility for purposes of section
601 of this title and shall carry the grade of lieu-
tenant general, or, in the case of an officer of
the Navy, vice admiral.

(¢c) DIRECTOR OF NATIONAL INTELLIGENCE COL-
LECTION TASKING AUTHORITY.—Unless otherwise
directed by the President, the Director of Na-
tional Intelligence shall have authority (except
as otherwise agreed by the Director and the Sec-
retary of Defense) to—

(1) approve collection requirements levied on
national imagery collection assets;

(2) determine priorities for such require-
ments; and

(3) resolve conflicts in such priorities.

(d) AVAILABILITY AND CONTINUED IMPROVEMENT
OF IMAGERY INTELLIGENCE SUPPORT TO ALL-
SOURCE ANALYSIS AND PRODUCTION FUNCTION.—
The Secretary of Defense, in consultation with
the Director of National Intelligence, shall take
all necessary steps to ensure the full avail-
ability and continued improvement of imagery
intelligence support for all-source analysis and
production.

(Added Pub. L. 104201, div. A, title XI,
§1112(a)(2), Sept. 23, 1996, 110 Stat. 2678; amended
Pub. L. 108-136, div. A, title IX, §921(d)(2)(A),
Nov. 24, 2003, 117 Stat. 1568; Pub. L. 110-181, div.
A, title IX, §931(a)(9), (10), (c)(1)(A), Jan. 28, 2008,
122 Stat. 285; Pub. L. 110417, [div. A], title IX,
§932(a)(8), (9), (b)(1), Oct. 14, 2008, 122 Stat. 4576;
Pub. L. 111-84, div. A, title X, §1073(c)(10), Oct.
28, 2009, 123 Stat. 2475.)

AMENDMENTS

2009—Subsecs. (¢), (d). Pub. L. 111-84 repealed Pub. L.
110-417, §932(a)(8), (9), (b)(1). See 2008 Amendment notes
below.

2008—Subsec. (c). Pub. L. 110-181, §931(a)(9), (c)(1)(A),
and Pub. L. 110-417, §932(b)(1), amended subsec. (c) iden-
tically, substituting ‘‘Director of National Intel-
ligence” for ‘‘Director of Central Intelligence’’ in head-
ing and text. Pub. L. 110-417, §932(b)(1), was repealed by
Pub. L. 111-84.

Pub. L. 110-181, §931(a)(9), and Pub. L. 110-417,
§932(a)(8), amended subsec. (¢) identically, substituting
“Director of National Intelligence’ for ‘‘Director of
Central Intelligence’’. Pub. L. 110-417, §932(a)(8), was re-
pealed by Pub. L. 111-84.

Subsec. (d). Pub. L. 110-181, §931(a)(10), and Pub. L.
110417, §932(a)(9), amended subsec. (d) identically, sub-
stituting ‘‘Director of National Intelligence’ for ‘‘Di-
rector of Central Intelligence”. Pub. L. 110-417,
§932(a)(9), was repealed by Pub. L. 111-84.

2003—Subsecs. (a), (b)(1). Pub. L. 108-136 substituted
“National Geospatial-Intelligence Agency’” for ‘‘Na-
tional Imagery and Mapping Agency’’.
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EFFECTIVE DATE OF 2009 AMENDMENT

Pub. L. 111-84, div. A, title X, §1073(c), Oct. 28, 2009,
123 Stat. 2474, provided that the amendment made by
section 1073(c)(10) is effective as of Oct. 14, 2008, and as
if included in Pub. L. 110-417 as enacted.

EFFECTIVE DATE

Section effective Oct. 1, 1996, see section 1124 of Pub.
L. 104-201, set out as an Effective Date of 1996 Amend-
ment note under section 193 of this title.

SHORT TITLE OF 1996 AMENDMENT

Pub. L. 104-201, div. A, title XI, §1101, Sept. 23, 1996,
110 Stat. 2676, provided that: ‘“This title [enacting this
chapter, section 424 of this title, and sections 404e and
404f of Title 50, War and National Defense, amending
sections 193, 201, and 451 to 456 of this title, sections
2302, 3132, 4301, 4701, 5102, 5342, 6339, and 7323 of Title 5,
Government Organization and Employees, section 1056
of the Ethics in Government Act of 1978, set out in the
Appendix to Title 5, section 82 of Title 14, Coast Guard,
section 2006 of Title 29, Labor, section 1336 of Title 44,
Public Printing and Documents, and sections 40la and
403-5 of Title 50, renumbering chapter 22 and sections
451, 452, 2792 to 2796, and 2798 of this title as chapter 23
and sections 481, 482, 451 to 4565, and 456 of this title, re-
spectively, repealing sections 424, 425, 2791, and 2797 of
this title, enacting provisions set out as notes under
this section and section 193 of this title, and amending
provisions set out as a note under section 501 of Title
44] may be cited as the ‘National Imagery and Mapping
Agency Act of 1996°.”

SAVINGS PROVISIONS

Section 1116 of title XI of div. A of Pub. L. 104-201, as
amended by Pub. L. 105-85, div. A, title X, §1073(c)(8),
Nov. 18, 1997, 111 Stat. 1904, provided that:

‘“(a) CONTINUING EFFECT ON LEGAL DOCUMENTS.—AIL

orders, determinations, rules, regulations, permits,
agreements, international agreements, grants, con-
tracts, leases, certificates, licenses, registrations,

privileges, and other administrative actions—

‘(1) which have been issued, made, granted, or al-
lowed to become effective by the President, any Fed-
eral agency or official thereof, or by a court of com-
petent jurisdiction, in connection with any of the
functions which are transferred under this title [see
Short Title of 1996 Amendment note above] or any
function that the National Imagery and Mapping
Agency [now National Geospatial-Intelligence Agen-
cy] is authorized to perform by law, and

‘“(2) which are in effect at the time this title takes
effect, or were final before the effective date of this
title [Oct. 1, 1996] and are to become effective on or
after the effective date of this title,

shall continue in effect according to their terms until
modified, terminated, superseded, set aside, or revoked
in accordance with law by the President, the Secretary
of Defense, the Director of the National Imagery and
Mapping Agency [now National Geospatial-Intelligence
Agency] or other authorized official, a court of com-
petent jurisdiction, or by operation of law.

““(b) PROCEEDINGS NOT AFFECTED.—This title and the
amendments made by this title shall not affect any
proceedings, including notices of proposed rulemaking,
or any application for any license, permit, certificate,
or financial assistance pending before an element of the
Department of Defense or Central Intelligence Agency
at the time this title takes effect, with respect to func-
tion of that element transferred by section 1111 [set out
below], but such proceedings and applications shall be
continued. Orders shall be issued in such proceedings,
appeals shall be taken therefrom, and payments shall
be made pursuant to such orders, as if this title had not
been enacted, and orders issued in any such proceedings
shall continue in effect until modified, terminated, su-
perseded, or revoked by a duly authorized official, by a
court of competent jurisdiction, or by operation of law.
Nothing in this section shall be deemed to prohibit the
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discontinuance or modification of any such proceeding
under the same terms and conditions and to the same
extent that such proceeding could have been discon-
tinued or modified if this title had not been enacted.”

LEVERAGING COMMERCIAL SATELLITE REMOTE SENSING

Pub. L. 116-283, div. A, title XVI, §1612, Jan. 1, 2021,
134 Stat. 4049, provided that:

‘“(a) IN GENERAL.—In acquiring geospatial intel-
ligence, the Secretary of Defense and the Director of
National Intelligence, in coordination with the Direc-
tor of the National Reconnaissance Office and the Di-
rector of the National Geospatial-Intelligence Agency,
shall leverage, to the extent practicable, the capabili-
ties of the industry of the United States, including
through the use of domestic commercial geospatial-in-
telligence services and acquisition of domestic com-
mercial satellite imagery.

‘“(b) OBTAINING FUTURE GEOSPATIAL-INTELLIGENCE
DATA.—The Director of the National Reconnaissance
Office, as part of an analysis of alternatives for the fu-
ture acquisition of space systems, and the Director of
the National Geospatial-Intelligence Agency, as part of
an analysis of alternatives for the future acquisition of
analysis tools for geospatial intelligence, shall each—

‘(1) consider whether there is a cost-effective do-
mestic commercial capability or service available
that can meet any or all of the geospatial-intel-
ligence requirements of the Department of Defense,
the intelligence community, or both;

‘(2) if a cost-effective domestic commercial capa-
bility or service is available as described in para-
graph (1)—

‘“(A) give preference to using such domestic com-
mercial capability or service to meet requirements;
and

‘“(B) determine—

‘(i) whether it is in the national interest to de-
velop a governmental space system or service for
geospatial intelligence;

‘‘(i1) whether such a governmental space system
or service would be duplicative to such a domestic
commercial capability or service; and

‘“(iii) the costs for developing such a govern-
mental space system or service; and

‘“(3) include, as part of the established acquisition
reporting requirements to the appropriate congres-
sional committees, any determination made under
paragraphs (1) and (2).

‘‘(c) DEFINITIONS.—In this section:

‘(1) The term ‘acquisition of commercial satellite
imagery’ means the acquisition of satellite imagery
derived from electro-optical, infrared, synthetic aper-
ture radar, hyperspectral, and radio frequency, data.

‘“(2) The term ‘appropriate congressional commit-
tees’ means—

‘“(A) the congressional defense committees [Com-
mittees on Armed Services and Appropriations of
the Senate and the House of Representatives];

‘“(B) the Select Committee on Intelligence of the
Senate; and

‘“(C) the Permanent Select Committee on Intel-
ligence of the House of Representatives.

‘“(3) The term ‘commercial geospatial-intelligence
services’ means services including analytic tools,
products, or data that can describe, assess, and vis-
ually depict natural or manmade features, objects, or
activities that can be geographically referenced on
the Earth, regardless of collection phenomenology.

‘“(4) The term ‘intelligence community’ has the
meaning given such term in section 3 of the National
Security Act of 1947 (50 U.S.C. 3003).”

REDESIGNATION OF NATIONAL IMAGERY AND MAPPING
AGENCY AS NATIONAL GEOSPATIAL-INTELLIGENCE
AGENCY

Pub. L. 108-136, div. A, title IX, §921(a), (g), Nov. 24,
2003, 117 Stat. 1568, 1570, provided that:

‘‘(a) REDESIGNATION.—The National Imagery and
Mapping Agency of the Department of Defense is here-
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by redesignated as the National Geospatial-Intelligence
Agency.

‘‘(g) REFERENCES.—Any reference to the National Im-
agery and Mapping Agency in any law, regulation, map,
document, record, or other paper of the United States
shall be considered to be a reference to the National
Geospatial-Intelligence Agency.”’

CONGRESSIONAL FINDINGS

Section 1102 of Pub. L. 104-201 provided that: ‘‘Con-
gress makes the following findings:

‘(1) There is a need within the Department of De-
fense and the Intelligence Community of the United
States to provide a single agency focus for the grow-
ing number and diverse types of customers for im-
agery and geospatial information resources within
the Government, to ensure visibility and account-
ability for those resources, and to harness, leverage,
and focus rapid technological developments to serve
the imagery, imagery intelligence, and geospatial in-
formation customers.

‘“(2) There is a need for a single Government agency
to solicit and advocate the needs of that growing and
diverse pool of customers.

““(3) A single combat support agency dedicated to
imagery, imagery intelligence, and geospatial infor-
mation could act as a focal point for support of all
imagery intelligence and geospatial information cus-
tomers, including customers in the Department of
Defense, the Intelligence Community, and related
agencies outside of the Department of Defense.

‘“(4) Such an agency would best serve the needs of
the imagery, imagery intelligence, and geospatial in-
formation customers if it were organized—

“(A) to carry out its mission responsibilities
under the authority, direction, and control of the
Secretary of Defense, with the advice of the Chair-
man of the Joint Chiefs of Staff; and

“(B) to carry out its responsibilities to national
intelligence customers in accordance with policies
and priorities established by the Director of Central
Intelligence.”

ESTABLISHMENT OF NATIONAL GEOSPATIAL-
INTELLIGENCE AGENCY; TRANSFER OF FUNCTIONS

Section 1111 of Pub. L. 104-201 provided that:

‘‘(a) ESTABLISHMENT.—There is hereby established in
the Department of Defense a Defense Agency to be
known as the National Imagery and Mapping Agency
[now National Geospatial-Intelligence Agency].

“(b) TRANSFER OF FUNCTIONS FROM DEPARTMENT OF
DEFENSE ENTITIES.—The missions and functions of the
following elements of the Department of Defense are
transferred to the National Imagery and Mapping
Agency [now National Geospatial-Intelligence Agencyl:

‘(1) The Defense Mapping Agency.

‘“(2) The Central Imagery Office.

‘“(3) Other elements of the Department of Defense
as specified in the classified annex to this Act [see
section 1002 of Pub. L. 104201, set out as a note under
section 114 of this title].

‘“(c) TRANSFER OF FUNCTIONS FROM CENTRAL INTEL-
LIGENCE AGENCY.—The missions and functions of the
following elements of the Central Intelligence Agency
are transferred to the National Imagery and Mapping
Agency [now National Geospatial-Intelligence Agency]:

‘(1) The National Photographic Interpretation Cen-
ter.

‘“(2) Other elements of the Central Intelligence
Agency as specified in the classified annex to this
Act.

“(d) PRESERVATION OF LEVEL AND QUALITY OF IM-
AGERY INTELLIGENCE SUPPORT TO ALL-SOURCE ANALYSIS
AND PRODUCTION.—In managing the establishment of
the National Imagery and Mapping Agency [now Na-
tional Geospatial-Intelligence Agency], the Secretary
of Defense, in consultation with the Director of Central
Intelligence, shall ensure that imagery intelligence
support provided to all-source analysis and production
is in no way degraded or compromised.”’
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TRANSFERS OF PERSONNEL AND ASSETS

Section 1113 of Pub. L. 104-201 provided that:

‘‘(a) PERSONNEL AND ASSETS.—Subject to subsections
(b) and (c), the personnel, assets, unobligated balances
of appropriations and authorizations of appropriations,
and, to the extent jointly determined appropriate by
the Secretary of Defense and Director of Central Intel-
ligence, obligated balances of appropriations and au-
thorizations of appropriations employed, used, held,
arising from, or available in connection with the mis-
sions and functions transferred under section 1111(b) or
section 1111(c) [set out above] are transferred to the Na-
tional Imagery and Mapping Agency [now National
Geospatial-Intelligence Agency]. Transfers of appro-
priations from the Central Intelligence Agency under
this subsection shall be made in accordance with sec-
tion 1531 of title 31, United States Code.

““(b) DETERMINATION OF CIA POSITIONS TO BE TRANS-
FERRED.—Not earlier than two years after the effective
date of this subtitle [Oct. 1, 1996], the Secretary of De-
fense and the Director of Central Intelligence shall de-
termine which, if any, positions and personnel of the
Central Intelligence Agency are to be transferred to the
National Imagery and Mapping Agency [now National
Geospatial-Intelligence Agency]. The positions to be
transferred, and the employees serving in such posi-
tions, shall be transferred to the National Imagery and
Mapping Agency under terms and conditions prescribed
by the Secretary of Defense and the Director of Central
Intelligence.

“(c) RULE FOR CIA IMAGERY ACTIVITIES ONLY PAR-
TIALLY TRANSFERRED.—If the National Photographic
Interpretation Center of the Central Intelligence Agen-
cy or any imagery-related activity of the Central Intel-
ligence Agency authorized to be performed by the Na-
tional Imagery and Mapping Agency [now National
Geospatial-Intelligence Agency] is not completely
transferred to the National Imagery and Mapping
Agency, the Secretary of Defense and the Director of
Central Intelligence shall—

‘(1) jointly determine which, if any, contracts,
leases, property, and records employed, used, held,
arising from, available to, or otherwise relating to
such Center or activity is to be transferred to the Na-
tional Imagery and Intelligence Agency; and

‘(2) provide by written agreement for the transfer
of such items.”

CREDITABLE CIVILIAN SERVICE FOR CAREER
CONDITIONAL EMPLOYEES OF DEFENSE MAPPING AGENCY

Section 1115 of Pub. L. 104-201 provided that: “‘In the
case of an employee of the National Imagery and Map-
ping Agency [now National Geospatial-Intelligence
Agency] who, on the day before the effective date of
this title [Oct. 1, 1996], was an employee of the Defense
Mapping Agency in a career-conditional status, the
continuous service of that employee as an employee of
the National Imagery and Mapping Agency on and after
such date shall be considered creditable service for the
purpose of any determination of the career status of
the employee.”’

DEFINITIONS

Pub. L. 104-201, div. A, title XI, §1117, Sept. 23, 1996,
110 Stat. 2686, provided that: ‘‘In this subtitle [subtitle
A (§§1111-1118) of title XI of div. A of Pub. L. 104-201, en-
acting this chapter, section 424 of this title, and sec-
tions 3045 and 3046 of Title 50, War and National De-
fense, amending sections 193 and 451 to 456 of this title,
section 1336 of Title 44, Public Printing and Documents,
and section 3038 of Title 50, renumbering chapter 22 and
sections 2792 to 2796 and 2798 of this title as chapter 23
and sections 451 to 455 and 456 of this title, respectively,
repealing sections 424 and 425 of this title, enacting pro-
visions set out as notes under this section, and amend-
ing provisions set out as a note under section 501 of
Title 44], the terms ‘function’, ‘imagery’, ‘imagery in-
telligence’, and ‘geospatial information’ have the
meanings given those terms in section 467 of title 10,
United States Code, as added by section 1112.”
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§ 442, Missions

(a) NATIONAL SECURITY MISSIONS.—(1) The Na-
tional Geospatial-Intelligence Agency shall, in
support of the national security objectives of
the United States, provide geospatial intel-
ligence consisting of the following:

(A) Imagery.
(B) Imagery intelligence.
(C) Geospatial information.

(2)(A) As directed by the Director of National
Intelligence, the National Geospatial-Intel-
ligence Agency shall develop a system to facili-
tate the analysis, dissemination, and incorpora-
tion of likenesses, videos, and presentations pro-
duced by ground-based platforms, including
handheld or clandestine photography taken by
or on behalf of human intelligence collection or-
ganizations or available as open-source informa-
tion, into the National System for Geospatial
Intelligence.

(B) The authority provided by this paragraph
does not include authority for the National
Geospatial-Intelligence Agency to manage
tasking of handheld or clandestine photography
taken by or on behalf of human intelligence col-
lection organizations.

(3) Geospatial intelligence provided in car-
rying out paragraphs (1) and (2) shall be timely,
relevant, and accurate.

(b) NAVIGATION INFORMATION.—The National
Geospatial-Intelligence Agency shall improve
the means for safe navigation by providing,
under the authority of the Secretary of Defense,
accurate geospatial information for use by the
departments and agencies of the United States,
the merchant marine, and navigators generally.

(c) MAPS, CHARTS, Erc.—The National
Geospatial-Intelligence Agency shall acquire,
prepare, and distribute maps, safe-for-naviga-
tion charts and datasets, books, and geomatics
products as authorized under subchapter II of
this chapter.

(d) NATIONAL MISSIONS.—The National
Geospatial-Intelligence Agency also has na-
tional missions as specified in section 110(a) of
the National Security Act of 1947 (60 U.S.C.
3045(a)).

(e) SYSTEMS.—The National Geospatial-Intel-
ligence Agency may, in furtherance of a mission
of the Agency, design, develop, deploy, operate,
and maintain systems related to the processing
and dissemination of imagery intelligence and
geospatial information that may be transferred
to, accepted or used by, or used on behalf of—

(1) the armed forces, including any combat-
ant command, component of a combatant
command, joint task force, or tactical unit; or

(2) any other department or agency of the
United States.

(f) VALIDATION.—The National Geospatial-In-
telligence Agency shall assist the Joint Chiefs of
Staff, combatant commands, and the military
departments in establishing, coordinating, con-
solidating, and validating mapping, charting,
geomatics data, and safety of navigation capa-
bility requirements through a formal process
governed by the Joint Staff. Consistent with
validated requirements, the National
Geospatial-Intelligence Agency shall provide
aeronautical and nautical charts that are safe
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