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§ 895. Art. 95. Offenses by sentinel or lookout 

(a) DRUNK OR SLEEPING ON POST, OR LEAVING 
POST BEFORE BEING RELIEVED.—Any sentinel or 
lookout who is drunk on post, who sleeps on 
post, or who leaves post before being regularly 
relieved, shall be punished—

(1) if the offense is committed in time of 
war, by death or such other punishment as a 
court-martial may direct; and 

(2) if the offense is committed other than in 
time of war, by such punishment, other than 
death, as a court-martial may direct.

(b) LOITERING OR WRONGFULLY SITTING ON 
POST.—Any sentinel or lookout who loiters or 
wrongfully sits down on post shall be punished 
as a court-martial may direct. 

(Aug. 10, 1956, ch. 1041, 70A Stat. 72, § 913; renum-
bered § 895 and amended Pub. L. 114–328, div. E, 
title LX, §§ 5401(8), 5411, Dec. 23, 2016, 130 Stat. 
2938, 2943.)

HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES 

Revised 
section 

Source (U.S. Code) Source (Statutes at Large) 

913 .......... 50:707. May 5, 1950, ch. 169, § 1 
(Art. 113), 64 Stat. 139. 

PRIOR PROVISIONS 

A prior section 895 was renumbered section 887a of 
this title. 

AMENDMENTS 

2016—Pub. L. 114–328, § 5411, amended section gen-
erally. Prior to amendment, text read as follows: ‘‘Any 
sentinel or look-out who is found drunk or sleeping 
upon his post, or leaves it before he is regularly re-
lieved, shall be punished, if the offense is committed in 
time of war, by death or such other punishment as a 
court-martial may direct, but if the offense is com-
mitted at any other time, by such punishment other 
than death as a court-martial may direct.’’

Pub. L. 114–328, § 5401(8), renumbered section 913 of 
this title as this section. 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 2016 AMENDMENT 

Amendment by Pub. L. 114–328 effective on Jan. 1, 
2019, as designated by the President, with imple-
menting regulations and provisions relating to applica-
bility to various situations, see section 5542 of Pub. L. 
114–328 and Ex. Ord. No. 13825, set out as notes under 
section 801 of this title. 

§ 895a. Art. 95a. Disrespect toward sentinel or 
lookout 

(a) DISRESPECTFUL LANGUAGE TOWARD SEN-
TINEL OR LOOKOUT.—Any person subject to this 
chapter who, knowing that another person is a 
sentinel or lookout, uses wrongful and dis-
respectful language that is directed toward and 
within the hearing of the sentinel or lookout, 
who is in the execution of duties as a sentinel or 
lookout, shall be punished as a court-martial 
may direct. 

(b) DISRESPECTFUL BEHAVIOR TOWARD SEN-
TINEL OR LOOKOUT.—Any person subject to this 
chapter who, knowing that another person is a 
sentinel or lookout, behaves in a wrongful and 
disrespectful manner that is directed toward and 
within the sight of the sentinel or lookout, who 
is in the execution of duties as a sentinel or 
lookout, shall be punished as a court-martial 
may direct. 

(Added Pub. L. 114–328, div. E, title LX, § 5412, 
Dec. 23, 2016, 130 Stat. 2943.) 

EFFECTIVE DATE 

Section effective on Jan. 1, 2019, as designated by the 
President, with implementing regulations and provi-
sions relating to applicability to various situations, see 
section 5542 of Pub. L. 114–328 and Ex. Ord. No. 13825, set 
out as notes under section 801 of this title. 

§ 896. Art. 96. Release of prisoner without author-
ity; drinking with prisoner 

(a) RELEASE OF PRISONER WITHOUT AUTHOR-
ITY.—Any person subject to this chapter—

(1) who, without authority to do so, releases 
a prisoner; or 

(2) who, through neglect or design, allows a 
prisoner to escape;

shall be punished as a court-martial may direct, 
whether or not the prisoner was committed in 
strict compliance with the law. 

(b) DRINKING WITH PRISONER.—Any person sub-
ject to this chapter who unlawfully drinks any 
alcoholic beverage with a prisoner shall be pun-
ished as a court-martial may direct. 

(Aug. 10, 1956, ch. 1041, 70A Stat. 69; Pub. L. 
114–328, div. E, title LX, § 5413, Dec. 23, 2016, 130 
Stat. 2944.)

HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES 

Revised 
section 

Source (U.S. Code) Source (Statutes at Large) 

896 .......... 50:690. May 5, 1950, ch. 169, § 1 
(Art. 96), 64 Stat. 136. 

The words ‘‘whether or not the prisoner was com-
mitted in strict compliance with law’’ are substituted 
for the word ‘‘duly’’, to reflect the long standing con-
struction expressed in the Manual for Courts-Martial, 
United States, 1951, par. 175a. 

AMENDMENTS 

2016—Pub. L. 114–328 amended section generally. Prior 
to amendment, text read as follows: ‘‘Any person sub-
ject to this chapter who, without proper authority, re-
leases any prisoner committed to his charge, or who 
through neglect or design suffers any such prisoner to 
escape, shall be punished as a court-martial may di-
rect, whether or not the prisoner was committed in 
strict compliance with law.’’

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 2016 AMENDMENT 

Amendment by Pub. L. 114–328 effective on Jan. 1, 
2019, as designated by the President, with imple-
menting regulations and provisions relating to applica-
bility to various situations, see section 5542 of Pub. L. 
114–328 and Ex. Ord. No. 13825, set out as notes under 
section 801 of this title. 

§ 897. Art. 97. Unlawful detention 

Any person subject to this chapter who, except 
as provided by law, apprehends, arrests, or con-
fines any person shall be punished as a court-
martial may direct. 

(Aug. 10, 1956, ch. 1041, 70A Stat. 69.)

HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES 

Revised 
section 

Source (U.S. Code) Source (Statutes at Large) 

897 .......... 50:691. May 5, 1950, ch. 169, § 1 
(Art. 97), 64 Stat. 137. 
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