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EFFECTIVE DATE 

Section effective on Jan. 1, 2019, as designated by the 
President, with implementing regulations and provi-
sions relating to applicability to various situations, see 
section 5542 of Pub. L. 114–328 and Ex. Ord. No. 13825, set 
out as notes under section 801 of this title. 

§ 924b. Art. 124b. Graft 

(a) ASKING, ACCEPTING, OR RECEIVING THING OF 
VALUE.—Any person subject to this chapter—

(1) who occupies an official position or who 
has official duties; and 

(2) who wrongfully asks, accepts, or receives 
a thing of value as compensation for or in rec-
ognition of services rendered or to be rendered 
by the person with respect to an official mat-
ter in which the United States is interested;

shall be punished as a court-martial may direct. 
(b) PROMISING, OFFERING, OR GIVING THING OF 

VALUE.—Any person subject to this chapter who 
wrongfully promises, offers, or gives a thing of 
value to another person, who occupies an official 
position or who has official duties, as compensa-
tion for or in recognition of services rendered or 
to be rendered by the other person with respect 
to an official matter in which the United States 
is interested, shall be punished as a court-mar-
tial may direct. 

(Added Pub. L. 114–328, div. E, title LX, § 5438, 
Dec. 23, 2016, 130 Stat. 2953.) 

EFFECTIVE DATE 

Section effective on Jan. 1, 2019, as designated by the 
President, with implementing regulations and provi-
sions relating to applicability to various situations, see 
section 5542 of Pub. L. 114–328 and Ex. Ord. No. 13825, set 
out as notes under section 801 of this title. 

§ 925. Art. 125. Kidnapping 

Any person subject to this chapter who wrong-
fully—

(1) seizes, confines, inveigles, decoys, or car-
ries away another person; and 

(2) holds the other person against that per-
son’s will;

shall be punished as a court-martial may direct. 

(Aug. 10, 1956, ch. 1041, 70A Stat. 74; Pub. L. 
113–66, div. A, title XVII, § 1707(a), Dec. 26, 2013, 
127 Stat. 961; Pub. L. 113–291, div. A, title V, 
§ 531(d)(1), Dec. 19, 2014, 128 Stat. 3364; Pub. L. 
114–328, div. E, title LX, § 5439, Dec. 23, 2016, 130 
Stat. 2953.)

HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES 

Revised 
section 

Source (U.S. Code) Source (Statutes at Large) 

925(a) ......
925(b) ......

50:719(a). 
50:719(b). 

May 5, 1950, ch. 169, § 1 
(Art. 125), 64 Stat. 141. 

AMENDMENTS 

2016—Pub. L. 114–328 amended section generally. Prior 
to amendment, section related to the offenses of forc-
ible sodomy and bestiality. 

2014—Subsec. (a). Pub. L. 113–291 substituted ‘‘unlaw-
ful force’’ for ‘‘force’’. 

2013—Pub. L. 113–66 amended section catchline and 
text generally. Prior to amendment, text read as fol-
lows: 

‘‘(a) Any person subject to this chapter who engages 
in unnatural carnal copulation with another person of 

the same or opposite sex or with an animal is guilty of 
sodomy. Penetration, however slight, is sufficient to 
complete the offense. 

‘‘(b) Any person found guilty of sodomy shall be pun-
ished as a court-martial may direct.’’

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 2016 AMENDMENT 

Amendment by Pub. L. 114–328 effective on Jan. 1, 
2019, as designated by the President, with imple-
menting regulations and provisions relating to applica-
bility to various situations, see section 5542 of Pub. L. 
114–328 and Ex. Ord. No. 13825, set out as notes under 
section 801 of this title. 

§ 926. Art. 126. Arson; burning property with in-
tent to defraud 

(a) AGGRAVATED ARSON.—Any person subject 
to this chapter who, willfully and maliciously, 
burns or sets on fire an inhabited dwelling, or 
any other structure, movable or immovable, 
wherein, to the knowledge of that person, there 
is at the time a human being, is guilty of aggra-
vated arson and shall be punished as a court-
martial may direct. 

(b) SIMPLE ARSON.—Any person subject to this 
chapter who, willfully and maliciously, burns or 
sets fire to the property of another is guilty of 
simple arson and shall be punished as a court-
martial may direct. 

(c) BURNING PROPERTY WITH INTENT TO DE-
FRAUD.—Any person subject to this chapter who, 
willfully, maliciously, and with intent to de-
fraud, burns or sets fire to any property shall be 
punished as a court-martial may direct. 

(Aug. 10, 1956, ch. 1041, 70A Stat. 74; Pub. L. 
114–328, div. E, title LX, § 5440, Dec. 23, 2016, 130 
Stat. 2953.)

HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES 

Revised 
section 

Source (U.S. Code) Source (Statutes at Large) 

926(a) ......
926(b) ......

50:720(a). 
50:720(b). 

May 5, 1950, ch. 169, § 1 
(Art. 126), 64 Stat. 141. 

In subsection (b), the words ‘‘of this section’’ are 
omitted as surplusage. 

AMENDMENTS 

2016—Pub. L. 114–328 amended section generally. Prior 
to amendment, section related to the offenses of aggra-
vated arson and simple arson. 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 2016 AMENDMENT 

Amendment by Pub. L. 114–328 effective on Jan. 1, 
2019, as designated by the President, with imple-
menting regulations and provisions relating to applica-
bility to various situations, see section 5542 of Pub. L. 
114–328 and Ex. Ord. No. 13825, set out as notes under 
section 801 of this title. 

§ 927. Art. 127. Extortion 

Any person subject to this chapter who com-
municates threats to another person with the 
intention thereby to obtain anything of value or 
any acquittance, advantage, or immunity is 
guilty of extortion and shall be punished as a 
court-martial may direct. 

(Aug. 10, 1956, ch. 1041, 70A Stat. 74.)

HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES 

Revised 
section 

Source (U.S. Code) Source (Statutes at Large) 

927 .......... 50:721. May 5, 1950, ch. 169, § 1 
(Art. 127), 64 Stat. 141. 
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