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§ 1482a. Expenses incident to death: civilian em-
ployees serving with an armed force 

(a) PAYMENT OF EXPENSES.—The Secretary 
concerned may pay the expenses incident to the 
death of a civilian employee who dies of injuries 
incurred in connection with the employee’s serv-
ice with an armed force in a contingency oper-
ation, or who dies of injuries incurred in connec-
tion with a terrorist incident occurring during 
the employee’s service with an armed force, as 
follows: 

(1) Round-trip transportation and prescribed 
allowances for one person to escort the re-
mains of the employee to the place authorized 
under section 5742(b)(1) of title 5. 

(2) Presentation of a flag of the United 
States to the next of kin of the employee. 

(3) Presentation of a flag of equal size to the 
flag presented under paragraph (2) to the par-
ents or parent of the employee, if the person 
to be presented a flag under paragraph (2) is 
other than the parent of the employee.

(b) REGULATIONS.—The Secretary of Defense 
shall prescribe regulations to implement this 
section. The Secretary of Homeland Security 
shall prescribe regulations to implement this 
section with regard to civilian employees of the 
Department of Homeland Security. Regulations 
under this subsection shall be uniform to the ex-
tent possible and shall provide for the Sec-
retary’s consideration of the conditions and cir-
cumstances surrounding the death of an em-
ployee and the nature of the employee’s service 
with the armed force. 

(c) DEFINITIONS.—In this section: 
(1) The term ‘‘civilian employee’’ means a 

person employed by the Federal Government, 
including a person entitled to basic pay in ac-
cordance with the General Schedule provided 
in section 5332 of title 5 or a similar basic pay 
schedule of the Federal Government. 

(2) The term ‘‘contingency operation’’ in-
cludes humanitarian operations, peacekeeping 
operations, and similar operations. 

(3) The term ‘‘parent’’ has the meaning given 
such term in section 1482(e)(5)(A) of this title. 

(4) The term ‘‘Secretary concerned’’ includes 
the Secretary of Defense with respect to em-
ployees of the Department of Defense who are 
not employees of a military department. 

(Added Pub. L. 103–160, div. A, title III, § 368(a), 
Nov. 30, 1993, 107 Stat. 1633; amended Pub. L. 
103–337, div. A, title X, § 1070(a)(8)(A), Oct. 5, 1994, 
108 Stat. 2855; Pub. L. 107–296, title XVII, 
§ 1704(b)(1), Nov. 25, 2002, 116 Stat. 2314; Pub. L. 
111–383, div. A, title X, § 1075(b)(20), Jan. 7, 2011, 
124 Stat. 4370.) 

AMENDMENTS 

2011—Subsec. (c)(3). Pub. L. 111–383 substituted ‘‘sec-
tion 1482(e)(5)(A)’’ for ‘‘section 1482(a)(11)’’. 

2002—Subsec. (b). Pub. L. 107–296 substituted ‘‘of 
Homeland Security’’ for ‘‘of Transportation’’ in two 
places. 

1994—Pub. L. 103–337 substituted ‘‘civilian’’ for ‘‘Civil-
ian’’ in section catchline. 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 2002 AMENDMENT 

Amendment by Pub. L. 107–296 effective on the date of 
transfer of the Coast Guard to the Department of 
Homeland Security, see section 1704(g) of Pub. L. 
107–296, set out as a note under section 101 of this title. 

EFFECTIVE DATE 

Pub. L. 103–160, div. A, title III, § 368(c), Nov. 30, 1993, 
107 Stat. 1634, provided that: ‘‘The amendments made 
by this section [enacting this section] shall apply with 
respect to the payment of incidental expenses for civil-
ian employees who die while serving in a contingency 
operation that occurs after the date of the enactment 
of this Act [Nov. 30, 1993].’’

§ 1483. Prisoners of war and interned enemy 
aliens 

The Secretary concerned may provide for the 
care and disposition of the remains of prisoners 
of war and interned enemy aliens who die while 
in his custody and, incident thereto, pay the 
necessary expenses of—

(1) notification to the next of kin or other 
appropriate person; 

(2) preparation of the remains for burial, in-
cluding cremation; 

(3) furnishing of clothing; 
(4) furnishing of a casket or urn, or both, 

with outside box; 
(5) transportation of the remains to the cem-

etery or other place selected by the Secretary; 
and 

(6) interment of the remains. 

(Aug. 10, 1956, ch. 1041, 70A Stat. 113.)

HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES 

Revised 
section 

Source (U.S. Code) Source (Statutes at Large) 

1483 ......... 5:2155 (as applicable to 
armed forces). 

July 15, 1954, ch. 507, § 5 
(as applicable to armed 
forces), 68 Stat. 479. 

The list of payable expenses has been rearranged to 
produce a generally chronological result. The words 
‘‘incurred for’’, and the words ‘‘articles of’’ in clause 
(3), are omitted as surplusage. In clause (5), the words 
‘‘cemetery or other place’’ are substituted for the 
words ‘‘town, city, or cemetery’’. 

§ 1484. Pensioners, indigent patients, and per-
sons who die on military reservations 

If proper disposition of the remains cannot 
otherwise be made, the Secretary concerned 
may provide for the care and disposition of the 
remains of pensioners and indigent patients who 
die in hospitals operated by his department and 
of persons who die on the military reservations 
of that department and, incident thereto, pay 
the necessary expenses of—

(1) notification to the next of kin or other 
appropriate person; 

(2) preparation of the remains for burial, in-
cluding cremation; 

(3) furnishing of clothing; 
(4) furnishing of a casket or urn, or both, 

with outside box; 
(5) transportation of the remains to a ceme-

tery selected by the Secretary; and 
(6) interment of the remains. 

(Aug. 10, 1956, ch. 1041, 70A Stat. 114.)

HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES 

Revised 
section 

Source (U.S. Code) Source (Statutes at Large) 

1484 ......... 5:2156 (as applicable to 
armed forces). 

July 15, 1954, ch. 507, § 6 
(as applicable to armed 
forces), 68 Stat. 479. 
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The words ‘‘If proper disposition of the remains can-
not otherwise be made’’ are substituted for 5:2156 (last 
sentence). The words ‘‘maintained and’’ and ‘‘incurred 
for’’, and the words ‘‘articles of’’ in clause (3), are omit-
ted as surplusage. The words ‘‘of that department’’ are 
inserted for clarity. 

§ 1485. Dependents of members of armed forces 

(a) The Secretary concerned may, if a depend-
ent of a member of an armed force dies while the 
member is on active duty (other than for train-
ing), provide for, and pay the necessary expenses 
of, transporting the remains of the deceased de-
pendent to the home of the decedent or to any 
other place that the Secretary determines to be 
the appropriate place of interment. 

(b) The Secretary may furnish mortuary serv-
ices and supplies, on a reimbursable basis, for 
persons covered by subsection (a), if (1) that ac-
tion is practicable, and (2) local commercial 
mortuary services and supplies are not available 
or the Secretary believes that their cost is pro-
hibitive. 

(c) Reimbursement for mortuary services and 
supplies furnished under this section shall be 
collected and credited to appropriations avail-
able, at the time of reimbursement, for those 
services and supplies. 

(Aug. 10, 1956, ch. 1041, 70A Stat. 114; Pub. L. 
89–150, § 1(1), Aug. 28, 1965, 79 Stat. 585.)

HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES 

Revised 
section 

Source (U.S. Code) Source (Statutes at Large) 

1485(a) .....

1485(b) .....

5:2157 (1st sentence, as 
applicable to armed 
forces). 

5:2157 (2d sentence, as ap-
plicable to armed 
forces). 

July 15, 1954, ch. 507, 
§ 7(a) (as applicable to 
armed forces), 68 Stat. 
479. 

1485(c) ..... 5:2157 (less 1st and 2d 
sentences, as applica-
ble to armed forces). 

In subsection (a), the words ‘‘a member of an armed 
force’’ are substituted for the words ‘‘military per-
sonnel’’. The words ‘‘the continental limits * * * or in 
Alaska’’ are omitted as covered by the definition of 
‘‘United States’’ in section 101(1) of this title. The 
words ‘‘while traveling’’ are substituted for the words 
‘‘while in transit’’. 

In subsection (b), the word ‘‘services’’ is substituted 
for the word ‘‘facilities’’. 

In subsection (c), the words ‘‘the authority of’’ and 
‘‘the payments of’’ are omitted as surplusage. The 
words ‘‘at the time of reimbursement’’ are substituted 
for the word ‘‘current’’. 

AMENDMENTS 

1965—Pub. L. 89–150 struck out ‘‘; death while outside 
United States’’ in section catchline. 

Subsec. (a). Pub. L. 89–150 substituted provision for 
payment of transportation expenses of remains of de-
ceased dependent of a member of an armed force while 
the member is on active duty (other than for training), 
for former provision for payment of the expenses where 
the member of the armed force is on active duty at a 
place outside the United States and the dependent dies 
while residing with that member or while traveling to 
or from that place. 

§ 1486. Other citizens of United States 

(a) If local commercial mortuary services and 
supplies are not available, or if he believes that 
their cost is prohibitive, the Secretary con-
cerned may furnish those services and supplies 

on a reimbursable basis in the case of any of the 
following citizens of the United States who die 
outside the United States: 

(1) Any employee of a humanitarian agency 
accredited to the armed forces, such as the 
American Red Cross and the United Services 
Organization. 

(2) Any civilian performing a service directly 
for the Secretary because of employment by 
an agency under a contract with the Sec-
retary. 

(3) Any officer or member of a crew of a mer-
chant vessel operated by or for the United 
States through the Secretary. 

(4) Any person who is on duty with an armed 
force under the jurisdiction of the Secretary 
and who is paid from non-appropriated funds. 

(5) Upon the specific request of the Depart-
ment of State, any person not otherwise cov-
ered by this section. 

(6) Any dependent of a person who is covered 
by this section, if the dependent is living out-
side the United States with that person at the 
time of death.

(b) The Secretary may furnish transportation 
of the remains of persons covered by this sec-
tion, on a reimbursable basis, to a port of entry 
in the United States. 

(c) Reimbursement for services, supplies, and 
transportation furnished under this section shall 
be collected and credited to appropriations 
available, at the time of reimbursement, for 
those services, supplies, and transportation. 

(Aug. 10, 1956, ch. 1041, 70A Stat. 114.)

HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES 

Revised 
section 

Source (U.S. Code) Source (Statutes at Large) 

1486(a) .....

1486(b) .....

5:2158 (1st sentence as ap-
plicable to armed 
forces). 

5:2158 (2d sentence, as ap-
plicable to armed 
forces). 

July 15, 1954, ch. 507, § 8 
(as applicable to armed 
forces), 68 Stat. 480. 

1486(c) ..... 5:2158 (less 1st and 2d 
sentences, as applica-
ble to armed forces). 

In subsection (a), the word ‘‘services’’ is substituted 
for the word ‘‘facilities’’. The words ‘‘the continental 
limits * * * or in Alaska’’ are omitted as covered by 
definition of ‘‘United States’’ in section 101(1) of this 
title. In clause (3), the word ‘‘masters’’ is omitted as 
covered by the word ‘‘officer’’. In clause (4), the words 
‘‘under the jurisdiction of the Secretary’’ are inserted 
for clarity. In clause (5), the words ‘‘otherwise covered’’ 
are substituted for the words ‘‘specifically enumer-
ated’’. In clause (6), the words ‘‘who is covered’’ are 
substituted for the words ‘‘within the classes enumer-
ated’’. The words ‘‘outside the United States’’ are sub-
stituted for the word ‘‘abroad’’. The words ‘‘that per-
son’’ are substituted for the words ‘‘the supporting cit-
izen concerned’’. 

In subsection (b), the word ‘‘Government’’ is omitted 
as surplusage. 

In subsection (c), the words ‘‘the authority of’’ are 
omitted as surplusage. The words ‘‘at the time of reim-
bursement’’ are substituted for the word ‘‘current’’. 

§ 1487. Temporary interment 

Whenever necessary for the temporary inter-
ment of remains pending transportation under 
this chapter to a designated cemetery, the Sec-
retary concerned may acquire, and provide for 
the maintenance of, grave sites in commercial 
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