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this section [amending this section and repealing sec-
tion 5532 of Title 5, Government Organization and Em-
ployees] shall take effect on October 1, 1999.’’

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 1987 AMENDMENT 

Pub. L. 100–26, § 12(b), Apr. 21, 1987, 101 Stat. 289, pro-
vided that: ‘‘The amendments made by section 4 
[amending this section and provisions set out as a note 
under section 1014 of Title 37, Pay and Allowances of 
the Uniformed Services] shall apply as if included in 
Public Laws 99–500 and 99–591 when enacted on October 
18, 1986, and October 30, 1986, respectively.’’

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 1986 AMENDMENTS 

Amendment by Pub. L. 99–661 applicable to payments 
required to be made under subsec. (a) of this section for 
months beginning on or after Nov. 14, 1986, see section 
661(d) of Pub. L. 99–661, set out as a note under section 
1465 of this title. 

Amendment by section 101(c) [title IX, § 9131] of Pub. 
L. 99–500 and Pub. L. 99–591 effective Oct. 18, 1986, and 
applicable to payments required to be made under sub-
sec. (a) of this section for months beginning on or after 
that date, see section 642(c) of S. 2638, as enacted into 
law, set out as a note under section 1465 of this title. 

Amendment by section 101(c) [title IX, § 9103(3)] of 
Pub. L. 99–500 and Pub. L. 99–591 effective Sept. 1, 1987, 
see section 101(c) [title IX, § 9103(4)] of Pub. L. 99–500 
and Pub. L. 99–591, as amended, set out as an Effective 
Date note under section 1014 of Title 37, Pay and Allow-
ances of the Uniformed Services. 

EFFECTIVE DATE 

Section effective Oct. 1, 1984, see section 925(b)(2) of 
Pub. L. 98–94, set out as a note under section 1463 of 
this title. 

§ 1467. Investment of assets of Fund 

The Secretary of the Treasury shall invest 
such portion of the Fund as is not in the judg-
ment of the Secretary of Defense required to 
meet current withdrawals. Such investments 
shall be in public debt securities with maturities 
suitable to the needs of the Fund, as determined 
by the Secretary of Defense, and bearing inter-
est at rates determined by the Secretary of the 
Treasury, taking into consideration current 
market yields on outstanding marketable obli-
gations of the United States of comparable ma-
turities. The income on such investments shall 
be credited to and form a part of the Fund. 

(Added Pub. L. 98–94, title IX, § 925(a)(1), Sept. 24, 
1983, 97 Stat. 648.)

CHAPTER 75—DECEASED PERSONNEL

Subchapter Sec. 

I. Death Investigations ............................. 1471
II. Death Benefits ....................................... 1475

AMENDMENTS 

1999—Pub. L. 106–65, div. A, title VII, § 721(a), Oct. 5, 
1999, 113 Stat. 692, substituted ‘‘DECEASED PER-
SONNEL’’ for ‘‘DEATH BENEFITS’’ as chapter heading 
and added subchapter analysis.

SUBCHAPTER I—DEATH INVESTIGATIONS 

Sec. 

1471. Forensic pathology investigations. 

AMENDMENTS 

1999—Pub. L. 106–65, div. A, title VII, § 721(a), Oct. 5, 
1999, 113 Stat. 692, added subchapter I heading and item 
1471. 

§ 1471. Forensic pathology investigations 

(a) AUTHORITY.—Under regulations prescribed 
by the Secretary of Defense, the Armed Forces 
Medical Examiner may conduct a forensic pa-
thology investigation to determine the cause or 
manner of death of a deceased person if such an 
investigation is determined to be justified under 
circumstances described in subsection (b). The 
investigation may include an autopsy of the de-
cedent’s remains. 

(b) BASIS FOR INVESTIGATION.—(1) A forensic 
pathology investigation of a death under this 
section is justified if at least one of the cir-
cumstances in paragraph (2) and one of the cir-
cumstances in paragraph (3) exist. 

(2) A circumstance under this paragraph is a 
circumstance under which—

(A) it appears that the decedent was killed 
or that, whatever the cause of the decedent’s 
death, the cause was unnatural; 

(B) the cause or manner of death is un-
known; 

(C) there is reasonable suspicion that the 
death was by unlawful means; 

(D) it appears that the death resulted from 
an infectious disease or from the effects of a 
hazardous material that may have an adverse 
effect on the military installation or commu-
nity involved; or 

(E) the identity of the decedent is unknown.

(3) A circumstance under this paragraph is a 
circumstance under which—

(A) the decedent—
(i) was found dead or died at an installa-

tion garrisoned by units of the armed forces 
that is under the exclusive jurisdiction of 
the United States; 

(ii) was a member of the armed forces on 
active duty or inactive duty for training; 

(iii) was recently retired under chapter 61 
of this title as a result of an injury or illness 
incurred while a member on active duty or 
inactive duty for training; or 

(iv) was a civilian dependent of a member 
of the armed forces and was found dead or 
died outside the United States;

(B) in any other authorized Department of 
Defense investigation of matters which in-
volves the death, a factual determination of 
the cause or manner of the death is necessary; 
or 

(C) in any other authorized investigation 
being conducted by the Federal Bureau of In-
vestigation, the National Transportation Safe-
ty Board, or any other Federal agency, an au-
thorized official of such agency with authority 
to direct a forensic pathology investigation re-
quests that the Armed Forces Medical Exam-
iner conduct such an investigation.

(c) DETERMINATION OF JUSTIFICATION.—(1) Sub-
ject to paragraph (2), the determination that a 
circumstance exists under paragraph (2) of sub-
section (b) shall be made by the Armed Forces 
Medical Examiner. 

(2) A commander may make the determination 
that a circumstance exists under paragraph (2) 
of subsection (b) and require a forensic pathol-
ogy investigation under this section without re-
gard to a determination made by the Armed 
Forces Medical Examiner if—
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