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which the Coast Guard is operating) for educational as-
sistance under chapters 1606 and 1607’’ for ‘‘for edu-
cational assistance under chapter 1606’’. 

2003—Subsec. (b)(1). Pub. L. 108–136, § 535(b)(1), in-
serted ‘‘paragraphs (3) and (4) of section 510(e) and’’ 
after ‘‘Department of Defense benefits under’’. 

Subsec. (b)(2)(E). Pub. L. 108–136, § 535(b)(2), added sub-
par. (E). 

2001—Subsec. (b)(2)(D). Pub. L. 107–107 added subpar. 
(D). 

1999—Subsec. (a). Pub. L. 106–65, § 550(1), substituted 
‘‘armed forces education liabilities’’ for ‘‘Department 
of Defense education liabilities’’. 

Subsec. (b)(1). Pub. L. 106–65, § 550(2), amended par. (1) 
generally. Prior to amendment, par. (1) read as follows: 
‘‘The term ‘Department of Defense education liabil-
ities’ means liabilities of the Department of Defense for 
benefits under chapter 30 of title 38 and for benefits 
under chapter 1606 of this title.’’

Subsec. (b)(2)(C). Pub. L. 106–65, § 550(3), inserted ‘‘De-
partment of Defense’’ after ‘‘future’’ and substituted 
‘‘chapter 1606’’ for ‘‘chapter 106’’. 

Subsec. (c)(1). Pub. L. 106–65, § 550(4), inserted ‘‘and 
the Secretary of the Department in which the Coast 
Guard is operating’’ after ‘‘Defense’’. 

Subsec. (d). Pub. L. 106–65, § 550(5), substituted 
‘‘armed forces’’ for ‘‘Department of Defense’’ and in-
serted ‘‘the Secretary of the Department in which the 
Coast Guard is operating,’’ after ‘‘Secretary of De-
fense,’’. 

Subsec. (f)(5). Pub. L. 106–65, § 550(6), inserted ‘‘and 
the Department in which the Coast Guard is operating’’ 
after ‘‘Department of Defense’’. 

Subsec. (g). Pub. L. 106–65, § 550(7), inserted ‘‘and the 
Secretary of the Department in which the Coast Guard 
is operating’’ after ‘‘The Secretary of Defense’’ in pars. 
(1) and (2) and substituted ‘‘concerned’’ for ‘‘of a mili-
tary department’’ in par. (3). 

1996—Subsec. (b)(1). Pub. L. 104–106, § 1501(c)(21), sub-
stituted ‘‘chapter 1606 of this title’’ for ‘‘chapter 106 of 
this title’’. 

Subsec. (b)(2)(B)(ii). Pub. L. 104–106, § 1503(a)(17), sub-
stituted ‘‘section 3012 of such title’’ for ‘‘section 1412 of 
such title’’. 

1994—Subsec. (b)(2). Pub. L. 103–337 substituted ‘‘sec-
tion 3015(d)’’, ‘‘section 3011’’, and ‘‘section 3021(b)’’ for 
‘‘section 1415(c)’’, ‘‘section 1411’’, and ‘‘section 1421(b)’’, 
respectively. 

1990—Subsec. (d). Pub. L. 101–510, § 1484(j)(2), sub-
stituted ‘‘enable the Secretary of Veterans Affairs’’ for 
‘‘enable the Administrator’’. 

Subsec. (e)(3). Pub. L. 101–510, § 1322(a)(2), substituted 
‘‘and shall recommend to the President and Congress’’ 
for ‘‘and report periodically, not less than once every 
four years, to the President and Congress on the status 
of the Fund and shall recommend’’. 

1989—Subsec. (d). Pub. L. 101–189 substituted ‘‘Sec-
retary of Veterans Affairs’’ for ‘‘Administrator of Vet-
erans’ Affairs’’ in first sentence and ‘‘Secretary of Vet-
erans Affairs’’ for ‘‘Administrator’’ in second sentence. 

1987—Subsec. (b). Pub. L. 100–26 inserted ‘‘The term’’ 
after each par. designation and substituted ‘‘normal’’ 
for ‘‘Normal’’ in par. (2). 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 2011 AMENDMENT 

Pub. L. 111–377, title I, § 109(c), Jan. 4, 2011, 124 Stat. 
4120, provided that: ‘‘The amendments made by this 
section [amending this section and section 3316 of Title 
38, Veterans’ Benefits] shall take effect on August 1, 
2011.’’

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 1996 AMENDMENT 

Pub. L. 104–106, div. A, title XV, § 1501(c), Feb. 10, 1996, 
110 Stat. 498, provided that the amendment made by 
that section is effective as of Dec. 1, 1994, and as if in-
cluded as an amendment made by the Reserve Officer 
Personnel Management Act, title XVI of Pub. L. 
103–337, as originally enacted. 

TRANSFER OF FUNCTIONS 

For transfer of authorities, functions, personnel, and 
assets of the Coast Guard, including the authorities 

and functions of the Secretary of Transportation relat-
ing thereto, to the Department of Homeland Security, 
and for treatment of related references, see sections 
468(b), 551(d), 552(d), and 557 of Title 6, Domestic Secu-
rity, and the Department of Homeland Security Reor-
ganization Plan of November 25, 2002, as modified, set 
out as a note under section 542 of Title 6. 

REFERENCES IN OTHER LAWS TO GS–16, 17, OR 18 PAY 
RATES 

References in laws to the rates of pay for GS–16, 17, 
or 18, or to maximum rates of pay under the General 
Schedule, to be considered references to rates payable 
under specified sections of Title 5, Government Organi-
zation and Employees, see section 529 [title I, § 101(c)(1)] 
of Pub. L. 101–509, set out in a note under section 5376 
of Title 5. 

FIRST PAYMENT INTO FUND 

Pub. L. 98–525, title VII, § 706(b), Oct. 19, 1984, 98 Stat. 
2570, directed that first payment into Department of 
Defense Education Benefits Fund under this section be 
made not later than three months after Board of Actu-
aries determined amounts needed to be paid into Fund 
for that portion of fiscal year 1985 beginning on July 1, 
1985, with first payment in a lump sum equal to total 
of amounts that would have been paid to Fund each 
month between July 1, 1985, and time such first pay-
ment was made. 

§ 2006a. Assistance for education and training: 
availability of certain assistance for use only 
for certain programs of education 

(a) IN GENERAL.—Effective as of August 1, 2014, 
an individual eligible for assistance under a De-
partment of Defense educational assistance pro-
gram or authority covered by this section may, 
except as provided in subsection (b), only use 
such assistance for educational expenses in-
curred for a program as follows: 

(1) An eligible program (as defined in section 
481 of the Higher Education Act of 1965 (20 
U.S.C. 1088)) that is offered by an institution 
of higher education that has entered into, and 
is complying with, a program participation 
agreement under section 487 of such Act (20 
U.S.C. 1094). 

(2) In the case of a program designed to pre-
pare individuals for licensure or certification 
in any State, if the program meets the in-
structional curriculum licensure or certifi-
cation requirements of such State. 

(3) In the case of a program designed to pre-
pare individuals for employment pursuant to 
standards developed by a State board or agen-
cy in an occupation that requires approval or 
licensure for such employment, if the program 
is approved or licensed by such State board or 
agency.

(b) WAIVER.—The Secretary of Defense may, 
by regulation, authorize the use of educational 
assistance under a Department of Defense edu-
cational assistance program or authority cov-
ered by this chapter for educational expenses in-
curred for a program of education that is not de-
scribed in subsection (a) if the program—

(1) is accredited and approved by a nation-
ally or regionally recognized accrediting agen-
cy or association recognized by the Depart-
ment of Education; 

(2) was not an eligible program described in 
subsection (a) at any time during the most re-
cent two-year period; 
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(3) is a program that the Secretary deter-
mines would further the purposes of the edu-
cational assistance programs or authorities 
covered by this chapter, or would further the 
education interests of students eligible for as-
sistance under such programs or authorities; 
and 

(4) the institution providing the program 
does not provide any commission, bonus, or 
other incentive payment based directly or in-
directly on success in securing enrollments or 
financial aid to any persons or entities en-
gaged in any student recruiting or admission 
activities or in making decisions regarding the 
award of student financial assistance, except 
for the recruitment of foreign students resid-
ing in foreign countries who are not eligible to 
receive Federal student assistance.

(c) DEFINITIONS.—In this section: 
(1) The term ‘‘Department of Defense edu-

cational assistance programs and authorities 
covered by this section’’ means the programs 
and authorities as follows: 

(A) The programs to assist military 
spouses in achieving education and training 
to expand employment and portable career 
opportunities under section 1784a of this 
title. 

(B) The authority to pay tuition for off-
duty training or education of members of 
the armed forces under section 2007 of this 
title. 

(C) The program of educational assistance 
for members of the Selected Reserve under 
chapter 1606 of this title. 

(D) The program of educational assistance 
for reserve component members supporting 
contingency operations and certain other 
operations under chapter 1607 of this title. 

(E) Any other program or authority of the 
Department of Defense for assistance in edu-
cation or training carried out under the laws 
administered by the Secretary of Defense 
that is designated by the Secretary, by regu-
lation, for purposes of this section.

(2) The term ‘‘institution of higher edu-
cation’’ has the meaning given that term in 
section 102 of the Higher Education Act for 
1965 (20 U.S.C. 1002). 

(Added Pub. L. 113–66, div. A, title V, § 541(a), 
Dec. 26, 2013, 127 Stat. 760; amended Pub. L. 
114–92, div. A, title X, § 1081(a)(6), Nov. 25, 2015, 
129 Stat. 1001; Pub. L. 115–232, div. A, title X, 
§ 1081(a)(15), Aug. 13, 2018, 132 Stat. 1984.) 

AMENDMENTS 

2018—Subsec. (b)(3). Pub. L. 115–232 substituted ‘‘such 
programs’’ for ‘‘the such programs’’. 

2015—Subsec. (a). Pub. L. 114–92 substituted ‘‘August 
1’’ for ‘‘August, 1’’ in introductory provisions. 

EFFECTIVE DATE 

Pub. L. 113–66, div. A, title V, § 541(c), Dec. 26, 2013, 127 
Stat. 762, provided that: ‘‘The amendments made by 
this section [enacting this section] shall take effect on 
August 1, 2014.’’

§ 2007. Payment of tuition for off-duty training or 
education 

(a) Subject to subsections (b) and (c), the Sec-
retary concerned may pay all or a portion of the 

charges of an educational institution for the tui-
tion or expenses of a member of the armed 
forces enrolled in such educational institution 
for education or training during the member’s 
off-duty periods. 

(b)(1) In the case of a commissioned officer on 
active duty (other than a member of the Ready 
Reserve), the Secretary concerned may not pay 
charges under subsection (a) unless the officer 
agrees to remain on active duty for a period of 
at least two years after the completion of the 
training or education for which the charges are 
paid. 

(2) Notwithstanding paragraph (1), the Sec-
retary concerned may reduce or waive the active 
duty service obligation—

(A) in the case of a commissioned officer 
who is subject to mandatory separation; 

(B) in the case of a commissioned officer who 
has completed the period of active duty serv-
ice for which the officer was ordered to active 
duty in support of a contingency operation; or 

(C) in other exigent circumstances as deter-
mined by the Secretary concerned.

(c)(1) Subject to paragraphs (3) and (5), the 
Secretary concerned may pay the charges of an 
educational institution for the tuition or ex-
penses described in subsection (a) of a member 
of the Selected Reserve. 

(2) Subject to paragraphs (4) and (5), the Sec-
retary concerned may pay the charges of an edu-
cational institution for the tuition or expenses 
described in subsection (a) of a member of the 
Individual Ready Reserve who has a military oc-
cupational specialty designated by the Sec-
retary concerned for purposes of this subsection. 

(3) The Secretary concerned may not pay 
charges under paragraph (1) for tuition or ex-
penses of an officer of the Selected Reserve un-
less the officer enters into an agreement to re-
main a member of the Selected Reserve for at 
least 4 years after completion of the education 
or training for which the charges are paid. 

(4) The Secretary concerned may not pay 
charges under paragraph (2) for tuition or ex-
penses of an officer of the Individual Ready Re-
serve unless the officer enters into an agreement 
to remain in the Selected Reserve or Individual 
Ready Reserve for at least 4 years after comple-
tion of the education or training for which the 
charges are paid. 

(5) The Secretary of a military department 
may require an enlisted member of the Selected 
Reserve or Individual Ready Reserve to enter 
into an agreement to serve for up to 4 years in 
the Selected Reserve or Individual Ready Re-
serve, as the case may be, after completion of 
the education or training for which tuition or 
expenses are paid under paragraph (1) or (2), as 
applicable. 

(d)(1) A member of the armed forces who is en-
titled to basic educational assistance under 
chapter 30 of title 38 may use such entitlement 
for purposes of paying any portion of the 
charges described in subsection (a) or (c) that 
are not paid for by the Secretary of the military 
department concerned under such subsection. 

(2) The use of entitlement under paragraph (1) 
shall be governed by the provisions of section 
3014(b) of title 38. 

(e)(1) If an officer who enters into an agree-
ment under subsection (b) does not complete the 
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