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§ 8105(f), Oct. 13, 1994, 108 Stat. 3392, related to require-
ments for defense contractors concerning former De-
partment of Defense officials. 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF REPEAL 

For effective date and applicability of repeal, see sec-
tion 4401 of Pub. L. 104–106, set out as an Effective Date 
of 1996 Amendment note under section 2302 of this title. 

[§ 2398. Renumbered § 2922c] 

[§ 2398a. Renumbered § 2922d] 

§ 2399. Operational test and evaluation of defense 
acquisition programs 

(a) CONDITION FOR PROCEEDING BEYOND LOW-
RATE INITIAL PRODUCTION.—(1) The Secretary of 
Defense shall provide that a covered major de-
fense acquisition program, a covered designated 
major subprogram, or an element of the ballistic 
missile defense system may not proceed beyond 
low-rate initial production until initial oper-
ational test and evaluation of the program, sub-
program, or element is completed. 

(2) In this subsection: 
(A) The term ‘‘covered major defense acqui-

sition program’’ means a major defense acqui-
sition program that involves the acquisition of 
a weapon system that is a major system with-
in the meaning of that term in section 2302(5) 
of this title. 

(B) The term ‘‘covered designated major sub-
program’’ means a major subprogram des-
ignated under section 2430a(a)(1) of this title 
that is a major subprogram of a covered major 
defense acquisition program.

(b) OPERATIONAL TEST AND EVALUATION.—(1) 
Operational testing of a major defense acquisi-
tion program may not be conducted until the 
Director of Operational Test and Evaluation of 
the Department of Defense approves (in writing) 
the adequacy of the plans (including the pro-
jected level of funding) for operational test and 
evaluation to be conducted in connection with 
that program. 

(2) The Director shall analyze the results of 
the operational test and evaluation conducted 
for each major defense acquisition program. At 
the conclusion of such testing, the Director 
shall prepare a report stating—

(A) the opinion of the Director as to—
(i) whether the test and evaluation per-

formed were adequate; and 
(ii) whether the results of such test and 

evaluation confirm that the items or compo-
nents actually tested are effective and suit-
able for combat; and

(B) additional information on the oper-
ational capabilities of the items or compo-
nents that the Director considers appropriate 
based on the testing conducted.

(3) The Director shall submit each report 
under paragraph (2) to the Secretary of Defense, 
the Under Secretary of Defense for Acquisition 
and Sustainment, the Under Secretary of De-
fense for Research and Engineering, and the con-
gressional defense committees. Each such report 
shall be submitted to those committees in pre-
cisely the same form and with precisely the 
same content as the report originally was sub-

mitted to the Secretary and Under Secretary 
and shall be accompanied by such comments as 
the Secretary may wish to make on the report. 

(4) A final decision within the Department of 
Defense to proceed with a major defense acquisi-
tion program beyond low-rate initial production 
may not be made until the Director has sub-
mitted to the Secretary of Defense the report 
with respect to that program under paragraph 
(2) and the congressional defense committees 
have received that report. 

(5) If, before a final decision described in para-
graph (4) is made for a major defense acquisition 
program, a decision is made within the Depart-
ment of Defense to proceed to operational use of 
that program or to make procurement funds 
available for that program, the Director shall 
submit to the Secretary of Defense and the con-
gressional defense committees the report with 
respect to that program under paragraph (2) as 
soon as practicable after the decision described 
in this paragraph is made. 

(6) In this subsection, the term ‘‘major defense 
acquisition program’’ has the meaning given 
that term in section 139(a)(2)(B) of this title. 

(c) DETERMINATION OF QUANTITY OF ARTICLES 
REQUIRED FOR OPERATIONAL TESTING.—The quan-
tity of articles of a new system that are to be 
procured for operational testing shall be deter-
mined by—

(1) the Director of Operational Test and 
Evaluation of the Department of Defense, in 
the case of a new system that is a major de-
fense acquisition program (as defined in sec-
tion 139(a)(2)(B) of this title); or 

(2) the operational test and evaluation agen-
cy of the military department concerned, in 
the case of a new system that is not a major 
defense acquisition program.

(d) IMPARTIALITY OF CONTRACTOR TESTING PER-
SONNEL.—In the case of a major defense acquisi-
tion program (as defined in subsection (a)(2)), no 
person employed by the contractor for the sys-
tem being tested may be involved in the conduct 
of the operational test and evaluation required 
under subsection (a). The limitation in the pre-
ceding sentence does not apply to the extent 
that the Secretary of Defense plans for persons 
employed by that contractor to be involved in 
the operation, maintenance, and support of the 
system being tested when the system is de-
ployed in combat. 

(e) IMPARTIAL CONTRACTED ADVISORY AND AS-
SISTANCE SERVICES.—(1) The Director may not 
contract with any person for advisory and as-
sistance services with regard to the test and 
evaluation of a system if that person partici-
pated in (or is participating in) the develop-
ment, production, or testing of such system for 
a military department or Defense Agency (or for 
another contractor of the Department of De-
fense). 

(2) The Director may waive the limitation 
under paragraph (1) in any case if the Director 
determines in writing that sufficient steps have 
been taken to ensure the impartiality of the 
contractor in providing the services. The Inspec-
tor General of the Department of Defense shall 
review each such waiver and shall include in the 
Inspector General’s semi-annual report an as-
sessment of those waivers made since the last 
such report. 
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